The Daily Battle, the Forever Victory
James 1:12-18

While filming the movie Twins, Danny DeVito was on a diet. His co-star, Arnold
Swartzenegger, would bring a dozen pastries every day to give to Danny. Seeing
the pastriesthere every day was too much for Danny to endure. The temptation
was too great and he went off hisdiet.

Eating pastries may not be considered a great sin, however, thisstory bringsup
an important point that we want to consider today as we meditate upon the
words from James under thetheme: The Daily Battle, the Forever Victory.”

One of the greatest challenges of living the Christian lifeis dealing with
temptations.

Thisisespecially truefor new Christians, but also affectsall Christians.
It can befrustrating to know that your sinsareforgiven only to
immediately find your self bombarded by temptationsto continuein
your sins. It happens so quickly whether it isin thought, word, or deed.

In our text for today we find helpful wordsfor the Christian in the form
of A PROMI SE — to those who endur e temptations;
A CAUTION —not to wrongfully impugn the sour ce of those
temptations;
& AN UNDERSTANDING of how sin develops.

Let uspray: Lord, we come beforeyou at thistimeto meditate upon
your holy word and how it appliesto our daily life. Send your Holy
Spirit to open our earsto hear and our heartsto receive your message
for ustoday. In Jesus namewe pray. Amen.

THE PROMISE —Verse 12 starts off with someintriguing words. “The
man who endur es temptation will be blessed.” Theword for blessed in
Greek ismakarios.

In ancient Greek times, makarios referred to the gods. The blessed ones
wer e the gods. They had achieved a state of happiness and contentment
in life that was beyond all cares, labors, and even death. The blessed
oneswere beingswho lived in some other world away from the cares
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and problemsand worries of ordinary people. To be blessed, you had to
be a god.

Makariostook on a second meaning. It referred to the" dead" . The
blessed ones wer e humans, who, through death, had reached the other
world of the gods. They were now beyond the cares and problemsand
worriesof earthly life. To be blessed, you had to bedead. That isthe
origin of the different saints days -- they are remembered on the dates
of their deaths. All Saints Day was for all the people who had died in the
faith whose nameswe didn't know.

Finally, in Greek usage, makarioscameto refer to the elite, the upper
crust of society, and thewealthy people. It referred to people whose
richesand power put them above the normal cares and problems and
worries of thelesser folk -- the peons, who constantly struggle, and
worry and labor in life. To be blessed, you had to bevery rich and
power ful.

When thisword, makarios was used in the Greek trandlation of the Old
Testament, it took on another meaning. It referred to the results of right
living or righteousness. If you lived right, you wer e blessed. Being
blessed meant you received earthly, material things: a good wife, many
children, abundant crops, riches, honor, wisdom, beauty, good health,
etc. A blessed person had morethings and better thingsthan an
ordinary person. To be blessed, you had to have big and beautiful
things.

However, theword for Jamestakes on a different meaning asrevealed
in what followsin verse 12 —“For after he has been proved he will
receive the crown of life.”

Being blessed for enduring temptation isthe gift of eternal life. Thisis
an encouraging word that we need to taketo heart. What follows are
some words of caution.

“Let noonesay they aretempted by God!” How easy it isfor many to
blame God for the temptationsthat comeinto their life. God is holy and
does not tempt anyoneto sin. James war ning from verses 16-18 isto not
be deceived by such thinking. God isthe sour ce of good, not evil. God
does not tempt uswith evil.
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The onewho lovesto tempt usis Satan. Heis constantly throwing
temptations before us, trying to entice usto sin. Jesus called Satan the
Father of lies, meaning he wasthe master deceiver. We can see his
deceiving ways in the account of Adam and Eve at thetree where God
forbid them to eat the fruit. We can also seeit at the time when Jesus
was out in thewildernessfor forty days. In the case of Adam and Eve,
they listened to Satan’s lies and ate the for bidden fruit. In the case of
Jesus, heturned to the Word of God and withstood the temptations of
Satan.

We have temptations thrown before us. I f we follow our own heart’s
desireswe will most likely stumbleand sin. If we follow the Word of
God, wearemorelikely to stand firm and withstand the temptations.
That’swhy we need the full armor of God everyday to withstand the
temptationsto sin.

Now we cometo verses 14-15 that helpsus gain a betted under standing
of how sin develops and how we can over comeit.

Thisverse callsour attention to temptation which includes desire and
opportunity. For example, if someone had wanted to cheat on a test (the
desire) and the teacher left the room (the opportunity), then that equals
atemptation. But, remember, it isnot a sin to betempted. Remember
our Gospel lesson for today wher e Jesus was tempted by Satan.

Sin iswhen we take the desire plus the opportunity and take action to
fulfill thedesire. St. Paul writesin Romans 3:23: “ Thewages of sinis
death,” meaning “eternal death.” |f we sin, meaning we have separ ated
ourselves from God, and do not receive for giveness— the blessed gift
God offersto all who believe in Jesus and confess their sin before him —
then wereceive the punishment from God of eternal separation from
God.

However, when we confessour sin and believein Jesus, God isfaithful
and just to forgive all our sin and then he gives usthe gift of eternal life
with God.

What hasto happen isthat we change our desires so that our heart and
mind ar e in agreement with God’ swill, nit our own. The Word of God
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has always been instrumental in helping people overcome sin. Asan
example, Jesus used the Word of God to over come Satan’s temptations.
Asweread of God’slove, patience, and mercy, we desireto serve him.
So, the morewe study God’s Word and become familiar of how God
wantsusto live our daily life, then we can conform moreto God’sways
and not theways or desires of theworld or our own heart.

Another way to overcome sin istoreview the opportunitiesthat are
given to seeif thisisof God or not. The question, “What would Jesus
do?’ may beimportant to keep in mind here. The most important thing
Isto remember to avoid placing our selvesin situations, where we can do
S0, to be giving our selves the opportunity to succumb to temptation. For
example, your peersliketo gossip about various people. You havethe
choicetojoin in the gossiping or to withdraw from the conver sation or
to confront your peersto lead them to put the best construction on an
individual and not to drag a person through the mud, so to speak.

We may need to ask for God’s help in so doing to over come our own
weakness.

That leads usto the next help = self-control. Remember that temptation
becomes sin when we put our desire with opportunity into action. If we
can practice self-control so asto not yield to a temptation, then we can
overcome sin. Adam and Eve had the desireto eat of the forbidden
fruit. Satan gave them the opportunity with hiswords of deception.
Only when Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit did they sin. They did
not practice self-control.

When we become Christianswe receive the Holy Spirit in our liveswho
iIsalwayswilling and ready to assist usto practice self-control. It is
through faith in God’sWord that the Christian believesthat he has
divine help. Thereisa contemporary song that says, “ God will make a
way wherethereisnoway.” Trusting that you are not alone helpsyou
to practice self-control.

Thisall may be good, but let’slook at thisrealistically —wesin. No
matter how hard wetry not to, we sin. So, we come before God and
receive forgiveness. We confess our sin before God and to one another,
as necessary, and receive the forgiveness God offers and we offer to one
another.
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Receiving forgiveness from God iswhat God offersthrough Jesus
Christ, who willingly and lovingly took thewrath of God, the full
punishment for our sin— death —and with hisstripeswe are healed —
forgiven. The blood of Jesus cleanses usfrom all our sin.

So, aswerecap, temptation isnot sin unless we act upon the temptation.
We also always have God and hisword to assist us and guide usto do
what isright in hissight. When we fall short and succumb to the
temptation and sin, we can come before God in our confession and
receive what he gracioudly gives us— the forgivenessfor all our sins.

God does not tempt usto sin, but isalwaystherefor uswhen tempted
and succumb toit, that God is patient with usand car es about us and
forgives us.

If you are carrying a burden of sin on your shoulders, bring it to God.
Thereisnothing that he will not forgive. How wonderful isour God!
Weface a daily battle with temptation, but when we sin and turn to God
for forgiveness, we have forever thevictory! Thanksbeto God! Amen.

(Turn to page 324 in the hymnal (L SB) and read the 6" and 7" Petitions
of theLord’s Prayer and their meanings.)
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