Solomon: The King Who Had Everything —Wednesday, March 11, 2009
By Pastor Vernon Oestmann

What would you ask for if God gave you the opportunity to ask for anything? (Let
people answer)

Solomon asked for wisdom and received everything from God. However, Solomon
ended up not being very wise. Listen to the accounts from Scripture.

David's Charge to Solomon

' When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his
son.

2" am about to go the way of al the earth," he said. " So be strong, show
yourself aman, ® and observe what the LORD your God requires: Walk in his
ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and requirements, as
written in the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you do and
wherever you go, * and that the LORD may keep his promise to me: 'If your
descendants watch how they live, and if they walk faithfully before me with all
their heart and soul, you will never fail to have a man on the throne of Isragl.’
(1 Kings 2:1-4)

> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and
God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you."

® Solomon answered, "Y ou have shown great kindness to your servant, my
father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart.
Y ou have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit
on histhrone this very day.

""Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father Dawd But | am only alittle child and do not know how to carry out my
duties. ° Y our servant is here among the peopl e you have chosen, a great
people, too numerous to count or number. ° So give your servant a discerning
heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For
who is able to govern this great people of yours?"
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9 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. ** So God said to
him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself,
nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in
administering justice, 2| will do what you have asked. | will give you awise
and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor
will there ever be. * Moreover, | will give you what you have not asked for—
both riches and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among
kings. ** And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as
David your father did, | will giveyou along life." (1 Kings 3:5-14)

%> So Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD as ki ng in place of hisfather
David. He prospered and all Israel obeyed him. #* All the officers and mighty
men, aswell as all of King David's sons, pledged their submission to King
Solomon.

*The LORD highly exalted Solomon in the sight of all Israel and bestowed
on himroyal splendor such as no king over Israel ever had before. (1
Chronicles 29:23-25)

*? King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of
the earth. % All the kings of the earth sought audience with Solomon to hear the
wisdom God had put in his heart. Y ear after year, everyone who came
brought a gift—articles of silver and gold, and robes, weapons and spices, and
horses and mules.

*> Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve
thousand horses, ' which he kept in the chariot cities and also with himin
Jerusalem. *° He ruled over all the ki ngs from the River W to the land of the
Philistines, asfar as the border of Egypt. “"The king made silver ascommon in
Jerusalem as stones, and cedar as plentiful as sycamore-fig treesin the
foothills. (2 Chronicles 9:22-27)

! King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's
daughter—M oabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 They
were from nations about which the LORD had told the Israglites, "Y ou must
not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their
gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to themin love. ® He had seven
hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and hiswives led
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him astray. * As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods,
and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David
his father had been. ® He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and
Molech @ the detestable god of the Ammonites. ® So Solomon did evil in the
eyes of the LORD,; he did not follow the LORD completely, as David his father
had done. (1 Kings 11:1-6)

® The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away
from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. ° Although
he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the
LORD's command. ** So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since thisis your
attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which |
commanded you, | will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and
giveit to one of your subordinates. * Nevertheless, for the sake of David your
father, | will not do it during your lifetime. | will tear it out of the hand of your
son. ©® Yet | will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one
tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which |
have chosen." (1 Kings 11:9-13)

Solomon reigned for forty years over Israel and then died.

Solomon had everything but disobeyed God and trouble entered the land of
Isradl.

What about usin our day? God gives us everything, yet we, too, disobey God.
Indeed trouble comes into our environment. Where is there hope? The hope
came from God with the promise to David — a king would indeed reign on the
throne from the line of David and there would be great joy. The king came asa
babe in Bethlehem and walked the way of the cross where he died for the sins
of all peoples. Laid into atomb he rose three days later and we celebrate his
victory over sin, death, and the power of evil. Thanks be to God!

Amen.
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