
Bethany Breezes 
Bethany Lutheran Church and Schools  

Lutheran ChurchñMissouri Synod 
621 South Orchard Avenue 
Vacaville, California  95688 

Phone:  (707) 451-6675   Fax:  (707) 451-1740 Email:  bethanychurch@pacbell.net 
                                     www.bethanylutheranvv.org 

 

Inside this issue:  

September  2009  Bethany Lutheran nurtures in each person an active, personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Pastorõs Page 2 

Youth 3 

Bethany Lutheran 

Elementary 

4 

Preschool 5 

VBS 6 

Presidentõs  

Report 

7 

Simply Giving 8 

Holy Humor 9 

Birthdays 10 

Worship Servers 11 

Statistical Report 12 

Merciful Service 

Ministries 

13 

Monthly Calendar 14 

Fellowship 15 

Womenõs Page 16 

Sunday School 17 

Miscellaneous 18 

MAT Report 

Church Services  

19 

Take Part and Be Involved 

New Member Orientation 

Classes 

September 20 

10:00am 

Narthex/Pastorôs Office New Womenôs Bible Study 

ñNew Songò 
-Sundays- 

Beginning September 13 

10am 

Room B-4 

New Bible Study 

ñHow to Build a Churchò 

-Sundays- 

Beginning September 13 

10am 

Sanctuary 

Fellowship Committee 

Presents: 

Chili Luncheon 

Following 11:15am Service 

September 20 
§ 

Please bring one dozen cookies to 

be auctioned off and/or traded 

with others! 

 

All member participation would 

be wonderful! 

 
Any questions, please call Patty Pratt 

at 451-2065 
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An old song from the past says, 

Ẃill I see you in September or 

lose you to a summer love?µ 

 

Summer will soon come to an 

end and the season of Fall will be 

on the horizon. It³s been a rather 

mild summer for Vacaville, as I 

have heard · not as hot as previ-

ous summers. Summers bring 

opportunities to get outdoors 

and enjoy the activities. People love to go fishing and boating and camping, 

visiting friends and relatives, having BBQ³s, and taking vacations. A break 

from work and school are greatly looked forward to by all. 

 

My big question is, ´Will I see you in September?µ Will you be returning to 

worship God and be in the study of His Word? Will you fulfill your commit-

ment made on May, on the day of Pentecost?  

 

I look forward to seeing you each week as we gather around God³s Word and 

celebrate His Sacrament. I am so excited to be in your midst and to share with 

you the marvelous and powerful message God gives. A new sermon series 

begins in September that looks at Ten Biblical Principles for Managing Your 

Life. 

 

Like the Psalmist David wrote, ´I was glad when they said, ²Let us go into the 

house of the Lord³µ  (Psalm 122:1 KJV). 

 

Have a good remainder of your summer, but I look forward to seeing you in 

September! 

 

Pastor Vern 

 

 

 

 

HEALING SERVICES  are offered once per month on the second Sunday at 12:30 

pm. We invite you to join us in prayer for those who are in need of Godôs healing 

power. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION RALLY DAY  is Sunday, September 6. The new 

Fall Sunday School and Adult Bible Classes will get underway with this special 

RALLY DAY Celebration. 

Join us in worship and in the Christian Education Hour. 

 

CONFIRMATION  for youth in seventh and eighth grades begins Wednesday, 

September 9 at 5 pm. If you were unable to be at the orientation, August 26th, 

please contact Diane Conrad and/or Pastor Vern. 

 

ACOLYTE TRAINING  is set for Wednesday, September 2, for our seventh and 

eighth grade youth who have not yet been trained. Acolyte training is required for 

all Confirmation youth. The time for the training is 6:30 pm. 
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Recent Events:  
 

Thank you, thank you to all who supported the youth group on August 2, with the youth groupôs an-

nual car-wash fundraiser!  The proceeds, a total of $411, will be divided by the 12 youths participating 

and used to help defray the cost of attending the National Youth Convention scheduled for July 17-21, 

2010. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The ñgatheringò is an expensive event to attend (we donôt yet know what airfare to New Orleans will 

cost) but, it always is very worthwhile, and usually life altering, for all the youth who attend. 

 

Some of the youth are now assisting with various youth group leadership dutieséKristen is the 

ñofficialò youth leader assistant, and Rachael and Lauren are assisting Kristen as ñassistants in train-

ingò.  They help with record keeping, making phone and text calls, and other related duties.  Just before 

the school year began, the youth also enjoyed interacting with college student Kim Habib who, on the 

hot afternoon of August 2, organized a water balloon fight and temporarily converted the youth to Ana-

baptists as they conspired to see ñjust how wet can a youth leader getò! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ah welléits only water! 

 

Coming up (very soon, and not-so-soon): 

 

On Sunday, August 30th, the youth will be trying out a Lutheran standby concept: A pot-luck!  Weôve 

decided to give this a try on every fifth Sunday throughout the year.   It sounds like some of the youth 

have some favorite food they are anxious to share!   

 

In His Peace; Hew 
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Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    

Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

Office 707 451-6683; bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

 
 

Did you see that? 

ñ[John replied,] He must become greater; I must become less.ò 

John 3:30 
 

Well, the new school year has begun at the Ulatis campus for grades K ï 8, and things are already 

moving right along!  There was a nicely and kindly written article in The Vacaville Reporter be-

fore school started that summed us up pretty well.  No new staff had to be hired for the year, with 

all of our staff returning.  Pastor came to the Opening Chapel to give a special blessing to staff, 

students and families.  Ms. Margaret came over to check on all of ñherò kids from the Preschool 

to make sure they were okay.  No students ended up in the office crying or wanting to go home 

right away.  Parents were greeted at the end of the day by excited and fast-talking children telling 

them about everything they did and learned that day.  And students and teachers all probably 

went home and slept well that night! 

 

But, did you see that?  Not many of you were here to see the contagious energy that emanated 

from our school on that first day, an energy level that only increases as students experience the 

education they receive at Bethany.  Itôs an education that extends way beyond the classroom and 

each studentôs mind; itôs an education that first touches them where it really counts, their hearts, 

and it impacts their eternity! 

 

 

 

Our theme for the year is: God is L.O.V.E. (Love, Our refuge, Victorious and Everything).  The 

challenge I threw down to the school community on the first day was to look for all of the ways 

that God shows His love for us in how He chooses to use us to treat each other.  Then, ask God 

how to let His love be what people see of us more than anything else.  In other words let us love 

one another as a result of the love that God has for us. 

 

But, do you see that?  Do you also see that love He has for you?  Do you also feel that love He 

has for you?  If your answers are a faltering Yes or a straight No or an uncertain Yes, then I invite 

you to come on over and catch this contagious bug we have that God is L.O.V.E. 

 

When you do, I feel that you also will be like the students on their first day.  Youôll be full of a 

special energy that only God provides; youôll want to tell everyone about all that you learned, feel 

and experienced; and youôll sleep well in the safety and security of knowing Jesus as Lord and 

Savior! 

 

I throw the same challenge down to you: Are you willing to let the love you show to others truly 

reflect the love you feel that God has for you?  I dare you to! 
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 Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool 
Margaret Sanderson, Director  

 Introducing our  Preschool teaching staff for the 2009-2010 school year. Julie Denton, 

Chris Doss, Lisa Dougherty, Christi Heizer, Pam Huseman, Nicole Jamison, Nancy Kaminiski, 

Leta Kanagaki, Rebecca Lucchese, Darcy Mc Kenzie, Brenda Plitt, Lisa Ryburn, Irma Sharshaug, 

Kristin Timberlake, and NEW KID ON THE BLOCK · Natalie Hart.  They are such a blessing to our 

Church, preschool, and families, and they are anxious to begin our Thirty-sixth Year!! And last 

but not least -Kathy Hildenbrand who not only keeps the Preschool office running smoothly but 

does the billing and collection of tuitions from the preschool and the elementary school families. 

 

To love what you do and feel that it matters: how could anything be more fun? ñFor my heart 

rejoiced in all my labour. ( Ecclesiastes 2:10) 

  

September will find our preschool families becoming better acquainted at several 

ñParachute and Popsiclesò evenings that are scheduled during the weeks of September 8-17. In 

addition to enjoying fellowship with our families and teachers, we will play some parachute 

games and eat popsicles. They will also have fun visiting the classrooms as the children share 

with their families favorite things to do at school. 

 

It is always such a joy to watch our children attend Chapel Talks at the very beginning of each 

school year. Some of our children will be learning about Jesus for the very first time! Chapel 

Talks with Pastor Vernon are scheduled twice a month and include a Bible  

message, and a childrenôs song of praise and prayer. 
 

My Little Prayers:  
 

Two little eyes to look to God;  

Two little ears to hear His word;  

Two little feet to walk in His ways;  

Two little lips to sing His praise;  

Two little hands to do His will;  

And one little heart       to love Him 

still.  
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Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

 

I would like to express my thanks to all the volunteers who helped 

with VBS this year in various capacities.   Without your help and 

dedication the program would not have been a success.   You are all 

a blessing to the children you worked with.   I look forward to  

working with you next year for those who are able to volunteer 

again.   For those of you who might be thinking of helping but are 

just not sure, I would just like to reiterate was Donna Anderson 

stood up and said in church, "It is a reward to you as a volunteer to 
work with the other volunteers and see the children each day.   It is 
such a wonderful feeling."   Thank you again.   

 

In Christ,  
Cheri Dickson 

VBS...  

 
 

Thank you 
to all our Adult and Youth volunteers... 

Pastor Oestmann 

Debby Oestmann 
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Kelli Berryman 
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Eileen Fournier 

Isaac Fournier 

Selena Syrett 

Amanda Hesterman 

Megan Landis 

Nick Landis 

Bryce Alea 

Tim Landis 

Kristen Loewe 

Alex Loewe 

PJ Penny 

Brandon Dickson 

Richele Allen 

PJ Martinez 

Leland Hesterman 

Jazmin Riley 

Nicole Allen 

Frankie Primrose 
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Presidentõs Report 
Over the course of the past 20 years, I have had my 

share of sleepless nights.  The fact is that one in three 

Americans have problems sleeping.  Although there 

are a variety of causes for sleep disorders, worry and 

stress typically coincide with it.  Youôve heard the 

old sleep remedy, ñSit and Count Sheep.ò  Several 

years ago, Serta and Sominex made commercials 

based on it, both claiming their products were a more 

effective sleep remedy.  We have certainly have had 

a lot to worry about and lose sleep over, but in the 

same breath, we have had a lot to be thankful for.   
 

I heard an old story about a man who asked a real 

estate agent to find a property for him.  He sent the 

agent away after describing the property he was 

looking for.  After a few days, the agent returned 

with a number of listings, reading each to him in or-

der.  After hearing all of the entries, the man really 

liked the sound of one of them ð thinking it was 

perfect for him.  In fact, it was a listing of his current 

property.  After hearing it, the man realized that he 

was already living in the place of his dreams and that 

he was so busy looking that he failed to realize the 

blessings of his current home. 
 

This old story reminds me of the words of the hymn, 

ñCount Your Blessingsò: Count your blessings, name 

them one by one, count your blessings, see what God 

has done!  Count your blessings, name them one by 

one, and it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 
 

It is so easy to forget the many blessings God has 

showered upon us.  We live in a free society where 

we can openly praise God.  We live, in comparison 

to the rest of the world, in moderate wealth.  We are 

part of a church body that understands the Bible as 

the inerrant Word of God.  We have a church and 

two schools in a growing community.  We have a 

dedicated congregation of believers that is committed 

to the growth of our ministry and reaching the lost in 

Vacaville.   
  
As I reflect on the past year, I feel blessed that God 

gave Pastor Vern to us.  It is hard to believe six 

months have passed since Pastor Vern and Debby 

arrived.  Before he officially started, Pastor Vern was 

already hard at work.  While still in Kansas, Pastor 

was studying Bethany, attending meetings, and learn-

ing about our congregation.   In the six months since 

he has arrived, he has worked every aspect of our 

ministry.  He has worked closely with the Council 

and Ministry Advisory Teams, drafting policy and 

procedure manuals for each to help them govern ef-

fectively.  He has worked tirelessly to get our church 

operations and finances in order.  He has worked 

through the conflict resolution process, helping us to 

compassionately deal with issues that have so fre-

quently made us stumble in the past.  Even so, he is 

still hard at work.  He is working to reignite several 

of our ministry teams and discussions are underway 

to expand services to the Ulatis campus.  In hind-

sight, I look back to the call process and how God 

led us every step of the way.  He was preparing us 

for Pastor Vern; knowing full well that we would 

select him.  If you havenôt done so already, let Pastor 

and Debby know how much you appreciate them 

being here.  God has been very good to us. 
 

Pastorôs work has allowed the Church Council to 

change our focus from day-to-day church manage-

ment to the future of our ministry.  The approval of 

the Governance Policy Manual officially turns day-to

-day church operations over to Pastor Vern and staff.  

Pastor Vern and several of the ministry areas will be 

forming a number of subcommittees to focus on 

Spiritual Growth, Outreach, School Growth, Fellow-

ship, and the migration to a single ministry campus. 

Over the next few months, the congregation will be 

engaged in discussion forums on these topics and 

more.  In some cases, you may want to participate in 

one of the committees.  If so, please contact Pastor 

Vern.   
 

In closing, I am excited about our ministry.  If you 

are not already involved, I encourage you to let the 

Holy Spirit stir you to actively participate in some 

area of our ministry.  Carve time out of your sched-

ule to fellowship with other members serving our 

church and community.  Through gifts of service, 

God will spiritually enrich us as we share His love 

with others.   

 

 

God Bless You! 

 

Charles  
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What is Simply Giving? 
 

Simply Giving   is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con-

tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift 

through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Your gift is deposited into the recipientõs 

bank account on the same day it is withdrawn  from your account-at no cost to you or the recipient.    
 

If you have questions regarding 

the Simply Giving program, please call 448-8083 or you can visit 

www.thrivent.com for more information. 
 

Forms are available in the Church Narthex 

http://www.thrivent.com/
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FORREST GUMP 
GOES TO   
HEAVEN  

  

The day finally arrived.    Forrest Gump  dies 
and goes to Heaven.   

He is at  the  Pearly Gates, met by St. Peter 
himself.   However, the gates are closed,  

and Forrest approaches the gatekeeper.  

 
St. Peter said, 'Well, Forrest,  

it is certainly good to see you.    We have 
heard a lot about you.   I must  

tell you, though, that the place is filling up 
fast, and we have been administering  

an entrance examination for everyone.   The 
test is short, but you have to  

pass it before you can get into Heaven.'  

 
Forrest responds, 'It sure is  

good to be here, St. Peter, sir.    But nobo dy 
ever told me about any entrance  

exam.  I sure hope that the test ain't too 
hard.  

 Life was a big enough test  

as it was.'  

 
St. Peter continued, 'Yes, I  

know, Forrest, but the test is only three 
questions.  

  

First:  

What two days of the week  

begin with the letter T?  

  

Second:  

How many seconds are there in a year?  

  

Third:  

What is God's first name?'  

 

Forrest leaves to think the questions  

over.   He returns the next day and sees St. 
Peter, who waves him up, and  

says, 'Now that you have had a chance to 
think the questions over,  

tell me your answers.'  

 

Forrest replied, 'Well, the 

first one -- which two days in the week be-
gins with the letter 'T'?  

Shucks, that one is easy.    That would be 
Today and Tomorrow.'  

 
The Saint's eyes opened wide and  

he exclaimed, 'Forrest, that is not what I 
was thinking, but you do  

have a point, and I guess I did not specify, 
so I will give you credit  

for that answer.    How about the next one?' 
asked St. Peter.  

 
'How many  seconds in a year?  

Now that one is harder,' replied Forrest, 
'but I thunk and thunk about  

that, and I guess the only answer can be 
twelve.'  

 
Astounded, St. Peter said, 'Twelve?  

Twelve?  Forrest, how in Heaven's name 
could you come up with twelve seconds  

in a year?' 
 

Forrest replied, 'Shucks, there's  

got to be twelve: January 2nd, February 2nd, 

March 2nd....  ' 
 

'Hold it,' inter-
rupts St.  Peter..  

   'I see where you 
are going with this, 
and I see your  

Holy Humor...  


