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Bethany Lutheran Ministries  
 

Saturday Services 
at Bethany  

Lutheran School  
1011 Ulatis Drive 

Vacaville, CA 95687 
(Across from the Cultural Art Center)  

 
 

If you are like many families with busy Sundays, finding  
time for worshiping the Lord can be a challenge.  

 

Sermon Series:   
´Ten Principles for Managing Your Lifeµ 

 
 

All Are Welcome!  
 

Come join us as we celebrate Christ in  
music and Fellowship 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Vern Oestmann  451-6675 / 451-6683 
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BETHANY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH AND SCHOOLS  

Rev. Vernon Oestmann 
Senior Pastor 

 

Paula Rush 
Church Administrative Assistant 

 

Kris Schneider 
Deacon/School Principal 

 

Margaret Sanderson 
Preschool Director 

 

Cathy Mathews 
Business Administrator 

 
 

 

Bethany Church Council 
 

Charles Allen, President 

Ray Goodson, Vice President 

Rick Martinez, Secretary 

David Grundmann, Treasurer 

Cindy Miller 

Jeff Strickland 

Roger Anderson 

Jacque McCall 

Donald Miller 

 

 

 
 

Ministry Team Chairperson 
 

Ministerial Advisory .... Jerry Miller 

School Advisory ......... Donna Wirth 

Social Ministry ....... Lynn Holbrook 

Outreach ..................... Donna Wirth 

Fellowship ........... Cathy Hesterman 

Parish Education ..............................  

Properties .................... Rick Dwelle 

Stewardship ............................ Open 

Youth .......................... P.J. Goodson 

From the movie ñLiar, Liarò comes a 

quote, ñAnd the truth shall set you free.ò 

Jim Carry, defends his client with a techni-

cality that ends up in the clientôs favor and 

is awarded a huge financial settlement. But 

then, the client wants to have complete cus-

tody of the child in order to gain more fi-

nancial means. 
 

From the words of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, citizens of the United States are 

given certain inalienable rights such as life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Lib-

erty is seen as freedom. The Bill of Rights identifies those freedoms. 

With those freedoms come controls. 
 

In the Bible, Jesus says, ñif the truth shall set you free, you will be 

free indeed.ò The freedom Jesus spoke about is true freedom, where 

no one can control you and where no one can oppress you. The free-

dom Jesus spoke of was freedom in Him ï the freedom from sin, 

death and the devil. This offers a Christian the joy of salvation and 

the gift of eternal life. Nothing in this world can offer such freedom. 
 

During the period of the Reformation the above freedom was being 

placed under a control mechanism from within the church, thus plac-

ing a control over salvation that had been a free gift from God. Mar-

tin Luther fought against such control by the church and based his 

debate on Ephesians 2:8-9. The main theses of his debate was that we 

are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, based on scripture 

alone. 
 

Today, the Lutheran Church holds these principles to be true. Our 

nation is being challenged on the freedoms that once were held to be 

true. The moral issues of current events challenge the truth by pre-

senting half-truths and untruth, thus devaluing the moral substance of 

Godôs Word. The church has schisms based on issues of truth and 

freedom when she does not adhere to the truth of Godôs Word. 
 

Reformation, October 31, 2009 is the 492nd anniversary of Lutherôs 

posting his 95 theses on the Wittenberg Castle Church door. Itôs a 

reminder to us Christian Lutherans of the freedom God has given 

through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

truth that sets us free. As Godôs people, we have much for which to 

be thankful and an opportunity to express the truth about freedom as 

we witness our faith. 
 

This is our heritage and this is our battleground ï to let the true truth 

of Godôs Word set us free, then we will be free indeed! 
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Recent Events:  
 

Lately Iôve been forgetting to take photos of the youth in actionéIôm not entirely sure why except that there sure is a 

lot going on.  So, lacking anything better, Iôve included the only recent action shot I have ï Dinner!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The new youth group assistant (Kristen) and assistants-in-training (Rachael and Lauren) are a big helpéthey assist with 

a number of duties including record keeping, making phone and text calls, and other similar things. 

 

The Fellowship Committee recently organizing a cookie auction on Sunday, September 19, and then 

surprised the youth by donating all the proceeds to help fund attendance at the national youth gath-

ering next year.  Soéhereôs a big  

          THANK YOU!  
 

to everyone who helped supply cookies, and also to those who purchased them!  This sweet effort 

added a total of $114 to the fund!   
 

Coming up: 
 

On October 4th, (before the time change) the youth will make one last foray to Lagoon Valley Park 

via bicycle.  This is always a fun and inexpensive outingéI WILL take photos!  
 

One of the many activities the youth have planned for the next few months is their annual Christmas Wreath sale.  The 

congregation has historically been very supportive of this particular fund raiser.  If you would like to purchase one or 

more of these fresh Oregon wreaths to use at your home during the Christmas season, or have them delivered as gifts to 

family or friends, just ask a youth group member to show you the color brochure and price list.  We hope that you find 

these wreaths to be a good value and a nice addition to your home as you begin preparing your heart and home for 

Christmas. 

 

In His Peace; Hew   

Word:Hew\youth articles 2009\(9-22-09) 

Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  
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Harvest Festival 
At BLS 

Saturday, October 24 

11:00 amð3:00 pm at BLS 

This is always an EXCITING event for our Bethany families and friends. 

Some of the events we plan to bring back for this yearôs event include: the 

Petting Zoo; Face Painting; Pumpkin Painting Patch; Bounce House; Cos-

tume Contest; Carved and Painted Pumpkin Contest; Chili Cook Off; and 

lots of fun treats and entertainment. Who knows, maybe Principal  

Schneider will again agree to be ñpiedò for a good cause.  

 

Saturday Worship Servers 
10/3/09 ð 10/10/09 

6:00 PM   6:00 PM 

Preacher Pastor Oestmann   Pastor Oestmann 

Worship Leader Charles Allen  Charles Allen 

Worship Assistant  Wallace Aweau  Anthony Habib 

Usher 
Ron Shively, Mike McCall, 

Jacque McCall 
 

Jerry Miller, Cindy Miller, 
David Grundman 

Lay Reader  Lara Penny  Terri McKinney 

Greeters  P. Burns & M. Jones    T Denton, D Oestmann  

Acolyte  Samuel Palchik  Samuel Palchik 

    

Altar Guild  Heidi Palchik  Heidi Palchik 

Child Care        

Saturday Worship Severs 
10/17/09 10/24/09 10/31/09 

6:00 PM   6:00 PM 

Preacher  Pastor Oestmann Pastor Oestmann Pastor Oestmann 

Worship Leader     

Worship Assistant  Don Henrich Jerry Miller Ron Shively 

Usher Ron Shively, Mike McCall,  
Cindy Miller, Laura Provencher, 

David Grundman 
Bob Johnston 

Lay Reader  Diane Conrad Paul Liashenko Lynn Holbrook 

Greeters   P. Burns & D Oestmann T Denton, D. Oestmann P Burns, & M. Jones 

Acolyte  Samuel Palchik Samuel Palchik  Samuel Palchik 

    

Altar Guild  Heidi Palchik Heidi Palchik Heidi Palchik 

Child Care        
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool 
Margaret Sanderson, Director  

 

 

God³s Bountiful Harvest 

In September, we had our 1st Parent/Teacher Workshop on Core Knowledge. The Core Knowledge is a set 

of model guides describing fundamental competences and specific knowledge that, for children from three 

to five years of age, can provide a solid, coherent foundation for later learning in kindergarten and beyond. 
 

All classes will be celebrating the coming of fall and Godôs bountiful harvest as we enjoy ñHarvest  

Partiesò on Oct. 28th & 29th. Our theme is ñDown on the Farm.ò 
 

October is Parent-Teacher Conferences. When meeting with the teachers, parents will learn about their 

childôs adjustment to school, as well as see the beginning stages of their childôs Developmental Portfolio. 

The portfolio is a ñwork in progressò all year that follows each childôs growth and development, and our 

staff can really be commended for all the time and effort that goes into this process. 
 

Preschool Hugs to: Roger Begley for fixing our drinking fountains, The Property Management Team for 

replenishing our play yard and as always, big thanks to our own ñHandy Manò Don Stewart. 
 

October is Fire Safety Month, and the Fire Department will be paying us a visit. 
 

October 16ðThe Mary Jane Rees Language, Speech, and Hearing Center will be doing hearing screening 

for our preschoolers. If you would like your Preschoolerôs hearing tested, please give us a call in the of-

fice. They will be here from 9-1pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

The 6 Critical Needs of Children 
 

To Feel Respected 

To Feel Important 

To Feel Accepted 

To Be Included 

To Feel Secure 

To know Godôs Love Special Visitor: Jason, a guide dog for the blind. 

Ainsley drew a picture of Jason at work. 
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Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

What is Simply Giving? 
 

Simply Giving   is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con-

tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift 

through a pre-�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�D�O���I�U�R�P���\�R�X�U���E�D�Q�N���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�����<�R�X�U���J�L�I�W���L�V���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�·�V��

bank account on the same day it is withdrawn  from your account-at no cost to you or the recipient.    
 

If you have questions regarding 

the Simply Giving program, please call 448-8083 or you can visit 

www.thrivent.com for more information. 
 

Forms are available in the Church Narthex 


