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ñFor all the saints who from their la-

bors restò is the opening phrase of a 

great hymn with the same title. No-

vember first is the celebration of All 

Saintôs Day. Itôs a time to remember 

not only those who died defending the 

faith, but all who have died with their 

belief in Jesus Christ. 

 

Stephen was considered the first mar-

tyr who defended the faith with his last 

words while being stoned to death 

(Acts 7:54-60). All the disciples, but John, were put to death de-

fending the faith. John defended the faith, but he died of natural 

causes. 

 

We celebrate the fact that men and women down through the 

ages have believed in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and have 

continued to pass on the faith from generation to generation. 

Some were put to death for their witness while others trusting 

their faith, died peacefully ñin the Lord.ò 

 

May we keep defending the faith and being witnesses of our 

faith so that Jesus Christ may be proclaimed in a world that is 

quickly changing from being Christian to becoming non-

Christian. In 1 Peter 3:15 we read, ñéin your hearts set apart 

Christ as Lord. Always be ready to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But 

do this with gentleness and respect.,éò 

 

Saints of Bethany, each day put on the armor of God (Ephesians 

6:10-18), be witnesses (Matthew 28:18-20), and set an example 

for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity. 

 

The hymn also says, ñOh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and 

bold, Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old and win with 

them the victorôs crown of gold!ò That crown is the crown of life 

as referred to by Jesus in Revelation 2:10, ñBe faithful, even to 

the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.ò 

 

A fellow saint, 

Pastor Vern 
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Saturday, November 7th, 8AM - Noon 

Helping  
hands  

needed 

Get Your Christmas 

Wreath  

From our Youth 

Group 

Now! 

YOUTH  



Page 4 Bethany Lutheran Church ñLCMS  

Bethany Breezes 

Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    

Office 707 451-6683; behanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

School Update- Accreditation 
 

With the year in full-swing, we turn our attention as a school back towards the accreditation 

process, a process that will lay for us a foundation upon which we can build for increased stu-

dent performance based on a well thought-out plan of action that takes into consideration the 

whole school community and the whole student.  A representative from Western Association of Schools and Col-

leges came in the spring and previewed our combined programs, preschool thru grade eight, and gave us feedback 

to guide us in the process.  He noted eight specific School-wide Areas of Strength and seven specific Critical Ar-

eas for Follow-up.  Please celebrate with us our strengths while also supporting us in making our ñweaknessesò 

into our strengths.  Great things are happening at our school; come take a look, and spread the word! 
 

School-wide Areas of Strength: 

The two Bethany Lutheran school programs are strongly reflective of a Christian philosophy in a small and 
family-friendly environment that is safe and secure. 

Teachers have caring pastoral relationships with the students they serve, and are conscientious about their 
personal professional development and effectiveness as classroom teachers in meeting individual stu-
dent needs. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ Ŝƴπ
hanced by direct access to a variety of supportive community services. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜǊǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
dedicated to providing a high quality and spiritually uplifting experience for students and families. 

Parents are active participants in the home-school partnership and support the schools with frequent volun-
teer contributions of time and financial support. 

Students of BLS have taken an active role in understanding and supporting positive behavior, being friends 
ǘƻ ǇŜŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Academic outcomes are strong (ITBS scores above average) and evidence of course rigor is emerging at the 
elementary school. 

Academic intervention support in reading and writing has resulted in significant growth trends at the school. 
 

Critical Areas for Follow-up 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘŜŀƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀπ
tions, given the multiple responsibilities of most staff members, are realistic and sustainable over a 
longer period of time. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǊŜǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
school grows, particularly with library support, foreign language instruction, and professional support 
for special education services. 

The leadership and teachers should work together to determine highest priority needs with curriculum de-
velopment and the purchase of needed instructional materials. 

The governing body and school leadership team must create a clear plan for sustaining plans to expand the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .[{Ω ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

All school staff should collaborate on establishing goals for technology enhancement that will truly serve the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ 

School leadership and classroom teachers need to review work with individual students to ensure that all 
students are experiencing a rigorous standards-based learning experience. 

Staff and parents should collaborate on how to structure a stronger articulation between the preschool and 
elementary program to create conditions that will increase the likelihood that  

preschool students will matriculate to the BLS elementary school. 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

God is great.    

God is good. 

Let us thank Him  

For our food.  
 

November will find our preschoolers learning about the concept 

of Thankfulness. We will be talking about the many blessings 

God has given.  
 

We explore the concept of Thank- fulness, and we will share 

our blessings with others as the children bring in non -

perishable food items to share with the Vacaville F.I.S.H.  

program for Thanksgiving baskets. Thanksgiving Feasts will be held on November 23 rd  and 24 th , and the  

children will be helping to prepare the feast, as well as decorate the tables with their creations.  

Speaking of Thankfulness,  

We are thankful for Pastor Vernon, who shares Godõs word with us at chapels. 

We are thankful for our preschoolers and their families, who support our fundraisers.  

We are thankful for the opportunity to share Godõs love to children. 

We are thankful for Roger Begley, who is bringing back our beautiful grounds.  

We are thankful for the Family who supports Early Childhood Education by donating to the Preschool 

scholarship fund.  

We are thankful for Patty Pratt , who adds decorated touches and smells to our fellowship hall  

bathroom.  

We are thankful to Kathy who keeps our office running smoothly and is always willing to help staff and 

our families.( Billing over 300 families)  

We are thankful to Paula who gives us office help and a smile each day.  

We are thankful to Sunday school for sharing their office and classrooms with us.  

We are thankful to our òCleaning Engineersó Delores and Rohit. 

We are thankful for Family, for fellowship, and Godõs bounty. 

We are thankful to Don Stewart, and the Property Management Board for helping us with our òWell 

loved building and groundsó. 

We are thankful to Bethanyõs congregation for all of their prayers and support. 

We are thankful for Mr. Kris (Schneider) and our Elementary School staff.  

We are thankful for Cathy Matthews, who makes sure all staff is paid and creating our new united  

Handbook for staff.  

 And last but not 

least, we are 

thankful for 

our dedicated Staff, who gives their time and talent to their students.  

Thank you God! 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool 
Margaret Sanderson, Director  

Turkey Day   
Preschool is always a place to learn important  

lessons. òSo, one day I was visiting preschool, to 

discover the place of wonder ð the Preschool. 

There, I noticed a little girl busily slapping paint on 

an easel. To my eye, her creation seemed to be  

nothing more than a big red blob. òTell me about 

your painting,ó I said. The young artist stopped 

painting. She backed away from the easel and gave 

her work a careful look. Then she heaved a heavy 

sigh and exclaimed, òItõs a turkey!ó After what 

seemed an eternity, she added, òAnd tomorrow, Iõm 

going to put the skin on it.ó 
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Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

What is Simply Giving? 
 

Simply Giving   is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con-

tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift 

through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Your gift is deposited into the recipientõs 

bank account on the same day it is withdrawn  from your account-at no cost to you or the recipient.    
 

If you have questions regarding 

the Simply Giving program, please call 448-8083 or you can visit 

www.thrivent.com for more information. 
 

Forms are available in the Church Narthex 

http://www.thrivent.com/
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Presidentõs Report 
Michele and I have 

moved around the coun-

try a bit and during our 

travels, it has surprised 

me how many people 

think that all Califor-

nians are surfers.  I 

guess it is like saying 

everyone in Texas is a cowboy or Iowa a farmer.  Al-

though I am not really a surfer, I have to say that I tried 

body surfing a couple of times.  I never worked at it 

long enough to build the skills to be good at it.  I think I 

really got turned off from body surfing after getting 

caught in the undertow a couple of times.  I guess all it 

takes is a couple of episodes of trying to ñdrink the 

whole oceanò to turn you off of an activity that you 

really thought youôd like. 
 

It makes me think of what happened in Matthew 14 

when Jesus sent the disciples across the Sea of Galilee 

after feeding the five thousand.  Jesus went to the 

mountainside to pray and rest while the disciples 

worked their way across the lake.   Sometime in the 

evening, the disciples noticed Jesus walking across the 

water toward them.  Jesus called Peter to get out of the 

boat and to come to him, but when he did, he became 

afraid of the wind and waves and began to sink.  After 

Jesus reached out and saved Peter, he questioned him 

saying, ñYou of little faithéwhy did you doubt?ò 
 

Over the past several years, we have been working hard 

to expand our ministry.  The building of the elementary 

school on Ulatis Drive was probably the biggest step in 

this process for Bethany.  We had to go out on a limb to 

get there.  Although we initially tried to buy the prop-

erty on Leisure Town Road, God gave us a gift in the 

parcel on Ulatis Drive.  We were able to secure one of 

the most beautiful pieces of land in the city and the ele-

mentary school that weôve built on the site is a sight to 

see.  It really is the perfect spot to co-locate the church 

and school in a setting poised for future growth.  Our 

path to growth has certainly not been without its ups 

and downs; I guess God never told us it would be easy.  

With the economic downturn and the impact of being 

without a Pastor for a couple of years, I think we started 

to doubt whether we made the right decision.  But, God 

has been faithful.  He has been with us every step of the 

way.  He has never lost sight of where we are going or 

lost faith that we would get there.  The economists are  

starting to say that the recession has bottomed out and 

promise that things will begin to look better over the 

coming months.  Enrollment in the school stabilized 

and church attendance is up.  The Saturday evening ser-

vices at the school are beginning to bring in some new 

faces.  The Council has formed a Finance Committee 

and initial reports coming out of it is that our financial 

picture is improving.  I get the sense things are really 

starting to look up; all thanks be to God! 
 

On a different note, I really like the sense of together-

ness in the church right now.  Pastor has done a great 

job of bringing the various factions of the church to-

gether in common mission.  In the coming months, a 

whole new sense of fellowship is going to emerge, and 

small caring ministry is going to flourish.  Ministry 

teams within various communities within the congrega-

tion will begin to meet and the members within these 

communities will begin to look after each other.  Small 

ministries families will spring up in the middle of our 

large church community.  These groups will provide an 

anchor point for new members to become assimilated 

within the existing church community.  I see this as a 

way to really bring us closer together in Christ.  Be on 

the lookout for this as it progresses. 
 

Before I close, I would like to ask you a question.  Have 

you decided where God is calling you to participate in 

ministry?  Have you decided how you are going to 

share the gifts God so delicately and beautifully wove 

into your fabric?  He gave you unique gifts for the ex-

plicit purpose of sharing them in His ministry.   If you 

havenôt already done so, itôs time to take a step to get 

involved, to use your gifts, and to share the love of 

Christ with others.  There certainly is a lot more of our 

church to experience than at weekly worship.  If you 

have questions about how to get involved, talk to Pas-

tor, Jerry Miller, a Council Member, or myself.  
 

We have come a long way in the past year and we still 

have a ways to go.  We can be fearful of where we are 

going or we can embrace our future with energy and 

passion.  Regardless, we canôt let the fear of drinking a 

little sea water get in our way the plan Christ has for us.  

It certainly didnôt work for Peter, and it wonôt work for 

us.  Our mission calls us to share the love of Christ to 

those that so desperately need him, bringing all with 

whom we meet into closer relationship with our Lord 

and Savior.  
 

God Bless You! 

Charles  


