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May 9th  Motherôs Day 
 

 A special gift for all  
 mothers in attendance at 

the 8:30 & 11:15 am  
 Services. 
 

May 12th  Witness of the  

  Confirmands 
 

  The congregation is     
invited to attend this 
Wednesday evening   
service at 7 pm in the 
Sanctuary. A reception 
will follow in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

 

May 16th  Confirmation 

  Sunday 
 

 Sunday morning during 
the 11:15 am service. A 
reception will follow in the  
Fellowship Hall. Together 
letôs congratulate      
Bethanyôs Confirmands! 

 

May 23rd Pentecostð

 Presentation of 

 graduating 

 Seniors 

Happy Motherõs Day 
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Volcanoes erupting, earthquake destruction,  

flooding, tornadoes are all signs of the effects of 

òMother Natureó as some would say. Others might see 

these as signs of the òEnd Times.ó Every day there are 

signs that show an end to life as we know it. Some-

times we look forward to some ending to things: pay-

ing off a mortgage; graduating from school;  retirement 

from a job; a cure to a terminal disease; etc. Other end-

ing of things is not pleasant: death of a loved one; loss 

of job; a move; broken relationship; divorce; etc. How 

we cope with these endings is key to coping with life. 
 

When Jesus died, the disciples thought it was the end. However, with the  

resurrection, they soon learned of new life. This new life gave them new hope 

and new purpose to life. Martin Luther was once asked: òBrother Martin, if 

you knew you were going to die tomorrow, what would you do?ó He  

responded, òI would plant a tree today.ó His answer was the sign of new 

hope and anew life.  
 

Oftentimes people look at life like looking a glass half filled. They see the 

glass as being half empty. Others see the glass as half full. The former 

thought looks at the decline while the latter looks at the possibility.  
 

We look around us and see the devastation due to natureõs effects; the  

economic effects; and/or the political effects. Even in the Church we can get 

downcast by all that is happening and lose sight of what God is doing. We 

can be òdown in the mouthó on how things are going, especially when they 

are not going according to oneõs own personal thought. Negative thinking 

often leads to negative action that becomes like a cancer and begins to eat 

away at the good. But, when positive thinking is expressed in positive dis-

cussion and sharing, then great things can develop. The Bible says, òWe reap 

what we sow.ó  
 

An old song says òthough April showers may come your way, they bring the 

flowers that bloom in May.ó We may not like the April showers at times, but 

there is a reason for them. The same is true in the Church as we experience 

some stormy weather. God has a plan and His plan is to be fulfilled through 

us. We are to bloom where we are planted. The blooming is a sign of growth 

that brightly lifts up its head to the glory of God.  
 

So, brothers and sisters in Christ we live in the resurrection victory. We are 

blessed by God. We know with assurance that there is nothing that can  

separate us from Godõs love. We are filled with Godõs Spirit. We are called to 

further His kingdom, not ours. We are here to follow His plan, not ours. We 

are called upon to be bold witnesses of the faith and servants of the Word of 

God.  
 

The end is near, but not yet. There are signs to make us aware of the brevity 

of life, but Godõs Word comforts us with joy to face the uncertainty of the 

earthly future with the spiritual assurance of eternal life. Do not lose heart 

and donõt be afraid. Lift your eyes up to Jesus and be strengthened by Godõs 

grace.  Pastor Vern 
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An Experience We Wonôt Forget  
(Our Field trip to Travis Air Force Base with the 

21st. Air lifts Squadron) 
By: Parent, Mrs. San Nicolas 

 

Bethanyôs middle children had an eye opening  

experience walking in the shoes of some of the people 

who we consider our countries heroes.  They are not the 

super natural heroes we hear about on motion pictures, 

such as Superman or Spiderman, but are real life heroes 

serving our country.  On Monday February 8, 2010, two 

separate groups (morning & afternoon) headed for 

Travis Air Force Base for a field trip.  Upon arriving 

near the entrance of the main gate we parked our cars 

and were greeted by pilots, 

Captain Lauren Ross & 

Captain Marissa Bland.  

They escorted us onto a  

military bus and we were 

given a ride into the base 

and walked into their  

squadron building.  All of 

us, children and adult  

chaperones, walked through 

the halls filled with  

historical pictures of this Air 

Base.  A power point  

presentation was given to us 

filled with information about the history of the C-17, 

the plane we all anxiously awaited to see.  The first  

C-17 planes were built in 1991, can seat 54 passengers 

along the side walls, 120 along the walls and center of 

the plane.  This plane can also carry 170,000 lbs. of 

cargo and 225,000 lbs. of fuel at one time.  That is a lot 

of gas!  The plane we were to see was built in 2007 and 

was the 179th plane that Boeing built that year.  The 

next information given made this plane even more 

amazing and the crew aboard heroes in our studentôs 

eyes.   It has carried one of the biggest celebrities in the 

world, Keiko-a killer whale that starred in the ñFree 

Willyò was shipped back to Iceland in the C-17.  This 

gave us a better  perspective of how much strength this 

plane has and the presenter gave another  interesting 

display on the power point:  the animated C-17 plane 

flying in the air and refueling plane coming overhead 

attaching a long metal rod to the C-17 plane below.  

Many of our students were in awe of how the refueling 

process in mid-air actually works.  Itôs great to have 

visual aid for our  students and this presentation was 

well prepared and greatly appreciated by all of us.  

 

After our short visit to the squadron building we 

boarded our tour bus again and headed for the flight 

line.  The ride to our next destination was a noisy one, 

with the sounds of Military planes landing and taking 

off the flight line; which our students (and some of us 

adults) watched through our windows with our heart 

beating faster in anticipation to see inside one of these 

planes.  Upon arriving to the side of the C-17, all doors 

were closed.  Students, Seth San Nicolas and Weston 

Snyder helped open the crew entrance door on the side 

of the plane.  We were divided up into smaller groups 

and followed our assigned tour guide.  Once inside the 

plane, we were able to see just how big this plane really 

is and some comments from our students: ñI can see 

how this plane can carry a 

whaleò, ñThis is one cool 

planeò and ñWow, I am glad 

I came today.ò   From  

inside the cargo area to the 

Load Masterôs seating and to 

the cock pit, our students 

kept the crew busy with lots 

of questions.  We learned 

that every passenger has 

their own oxygen system 

right above their seats.    The 

aircraft requires a crew of 

three, (pilot, copilot, and 

loadmaster) for cargo operations. Cargo is loaded 

through a large aft door that accommodates both rolling 

stock (trucks, armored vehicles, trailers, etc.) and  

palletized cargo. The cargo floor has rollers (used for 

palletized cargo) that can be flipped to provide a flat 

floor suitable for rolling stock.   One student asked 

about an emergency exit if the plane were ever under 

enemy attack.     The sergeant opened up the side door 

and carefully stood in front of this exit so no students 

could fall.  He said that this is the exit that crew  

members and passengers would parachute out of, if 

there were an actual emergency.  Another fact we 

learned was that the C-17 is designed to airdrop 102 

paratroopers and their equipment.  Each of us took turns 

going up the steps to the cock pit.  There literally is a 

birdôs eye view from these seats! 
 

The big moment arrived; we watched the ramp and door 

open from the back of the plane.  It slowly opened like 

a large animal opening its mouth.   We walked down 

the ramp and turned to see the massive space and height 

we had just been walking through.  Soon another  

Continue to page 8 
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Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    

Office 707 451-6683; behanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

 

Over fifty people from a local Boy Scout 

Troop, the churchôs Cub Scout Pack, and 

school parents came on the last two  

Saturdays in March to be part of building 

the schoolôs garden as part of an Eagle 

project for an older brother of one of our 

schoolôs students.  Cameron Nichols 

agreed to install the planting boxes and 

soil for those boxes, and his family agreed 

to install the borders for the planting beds.  

Nine planting boxes and a whole lot of 

bed space were created to allow the school 

to begin and maintain a garden to allow 

students to explore more of the wonders of 

Godôs creation.  Produce will not only go 

to the students for their learning and 

snacking but also to local food banks that 

may need or want fresh produce. 

 

Many thanks to our schoolôs PTO, for  

financing the project with funds raised 

through the Spell-A-Thon; Daryl Jessee 

and Meekôs, for helping with lumber  

calculations and giving a great deal on the 

lumber and hardware; Marsha Pouget, for 

donating the design for the garden; and Sun-Ray Landscape Supply Company, for donating some fine 

top soil for the beds and boxes!  Thank you also to all of the volunteers and donors who gave of their 

time and energy to make this dream a reality, especially the Nichols family who were the final piece in 

making this project happen! 

 

The planting beds will soon be filled with trees, ground cover and herbs, and the planting boxes will be 

reserved for classroom and club use.  Instant color was added to the garden thanks to the donation of 

picnic tables from A Stroke of Magic and the installation of tiles created by Bethany students and 

framed by church member Doug Conner.  It was about five years ago when the students painted square 

tiles that were supposed to be installed in the bathrooms; however, plans got 

changed, leaving the   beautifully painted tiles with nowhere to go.  

The SAT from my first year mounted them on hardi-back, making them 

heavy and a bit more cumbersome.  Doug framed them in some recycled 

cedar, which made them ready for mounting.  Once the new shed was 

installed in the garden, it became clear as to where the tiles could go. 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool 
Margaret Sanderson, Director  

 

  
 

 

Scheduled as follows: 

Mon. /Wed. /Fri. Afternoon Classes ï  Monday, May 17 at 7 pm 

Tues./Thurs. Afternoon Classes ï  Tuesday, May 18 at 7 pm 

Mon. /Wed. /Fri. Morning Classes ï  Wednesday, May 19 at 7 pm 

Tues. /Thurs. Morning Classes ï   Thursday, May 20 at 7 pm 

Preschool / Extended Care ï   Monday, May 24 at 7 pm 

Early Kindergarten ï    Tuesday, May 25 at 7 pm 
 

Our musical programs will be held in the Sanctuary, and we invite you to attend. 
 

OTHER MAY EVENTS  

Our parent -teacher conferences are held in May and also our annual mud -sprinkler ex-

travaganza. Anyone wishing to join us as we feel the warm, òsquishyó mud between our 

toes is more than welcome.  
 

HAPPY       moms! Our children will be singing a song to their mothers  
 

and giving them a surprise gift. 

 

A big ñThank Youò to everyone who came out and supported our dining out at Murilloôs 
in April. We so appreciate your support of our preschool program. Thanks to Miss Nicoleôs 

Family, who are now on a ñfirst-nameò basis with the Easter Bunny and Miss Christi our 

photographer. 
 

Another big ñThank Youò goes to Don Stewart for being our ñMr. Fix Itò  

(our well loved building needs lots of Band-Aids). 
 

Our Summer School Programs begin in June with our themes: ñOff to Kindergarten, The Wonder of  

Scienceò for our four and five year olds entering kindergarten, and ñPreschoolôs Wonder of Scienceò for 

our preschool aged children. 
 

As we close this last newsletter of the school year, our staff wants to thank each of you 

for the support that you give the Preschool! Jesus said, ñLet the little children come to 

meé..ò Matthew 19:14. 

 

Ǉ 

Ǉ 

ǆ Ǉ ǆ 

ǆ 

Thank 

you ! 
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Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

What is Simply Giving? 
 

Simply Giving   is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con-

tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift 

through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Your gift is de 

posited into the recipientõs bank account on the same day it is withdrawn  from 

your account-at no cost to you or the recipient.    
 

If you have questions regarding 

the Simply Giving program, please call 448-8083 or you can visit 

www.thrivent.com for more information. 
 

http://www.thrivent.com/

