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Trust in the LORD with all your heart and 

lean not on your own understanding - 

Proverbs 3:5.   
 

As I reflect at the end of my term as  

Congregational President, I am reminded 

over and over how much God loves us.  

Over the past couple of years, God has 

been very close to us, walking with us 

every step of the way.  When I joined 

Council two years ago, we had just  

completed two iterations of Interim  

Pastors (Nichols and Hartman), having 

been without a Senior 

Pastor for well over a 

year at that time.  Our 

school enrollment  

numbers were lower than 

projected and church  

attendance was down.  

We were carrying  

multiple commercial 

loans at high interest 

rates that were sucking the financial life 

right out of us. Council was on the border 

of burn out, trying to manage the day to 

day activities of the church, work through 

staff cohesiveness issues, and deal with a 

teetering financial situation. To say the 

least, it was difficult.   
 

We quickly reached out to District for 

help and it led us to Pastor Plath.  He 

brought a wonderful loving light  

heartedness and a demeanor that allowed 

us to work through the cohesiveness  

issues that we were facing. In the  

meantime, the Call Committee redoubled 

its efforts leading us (through Godôs 

hand) to Pastor Oestmann.  Trust in the 

Lord.  His experience, work ethic, and 

church governance background allowed 

Council the time to begin to tackle the 

long term planning and vision issues we 

so deeply needed.   
 

We also leaned heavily on Cathy 

Mathewsô God given gifts.  Through her, 

we were able to restructure our debt,  

consolidating it under a single low interest 

bond. This provided us the 

room to plan our future 

without dealing with the 

day to day financial crisis.  

Trust in the Lord.    
 

With Pastor Oestmann on 

board, he started to lay the 

groundwork for Council 

governance.  He drafted 

the Governance Policy Manual that the 

Council adopted. He focused the Council 

away from the day to day operations of 

ministry. He understood the impact that 

staff turnover had on school enrollment 

and took bold steps to stabilize year to 

year school staffing during a difficult 

time. It paid off. Last yearôs school  

enrollment stabilized for the first time in 

two or three years, providing us a modest 

(well needed) increase in school income. 

Trust in the Lord.   
 

We still have considerable work to do. As 

we close the 2009-2010 calendar year, 

Council is refocusing our efforts on its 

Presidentõs Report 

Continued on page 7 
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July 4th ï Independence Day!  

Historically this day has great  

significance. For religious people 

of America, it has a secondary 

significance, that of the freedom 

of religion. This year July 4th falls 

on a Sunday, We get to celebrate 

July 4th in a special and spiritual 

way. We gather in worship to  

glorify God and say thank you to Him and our forefathers for  

making this day significant. 
 

While there are some who would want to take this freedom of  

religion away, especially from Christians, we still have the liberty to 

worship as we choose. We should never take it for granted. 

It can, as in many nations before ours has, been taken away. When 

we pledge our allegiance to the flag of the United States of America 

we include the phrase ñone nation under God, with liberty and  

justice for all.ò This is an important phrase to grasp. Even though 

God is defined in many different ways, we as Christians worship the 

true God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

On this July 4th, come to worship and celebrate the significance of 

the day. Those who fought and those who shed their blood to secure 

independence and this freedom are to be honored. ñThe statute, 

penned by Thomas Jefferson and supported in the Virginia  

legislature by James Madison, declared that freedom of religion is a 

right and not a privilege that any government can give or take away. 

The Virginia Statute also banned the government from supporting 

any particular church and ensured Americans the freedom to profess 

their faith openly, without persecution.ò  
 

Let us come together this July 4th and honor our nationôs freedom 

that was won and continues to be defended with the blood of the 

men and women who serve our country in the Armed Forces. Let us 

also come and honor God for the freedom He gives through the shed 

blood of His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Let freedom ring! 
 

Pastor Vern 
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July 24, 2010  -   Speaker Dr. Raymond 
Damadian:  Peace, Fresno, CA -  wishes to 

extend an invitation to join their congregation who 
will have the opportunity to hear one of our      

nations prominent scientist and leading inventors 
of our time on Saturday July 24 (time to be       

determined) in Faith Hall.  Dr. Raymond Damadian 
the inventor of the MRI and an Evangelical    

Christian will be speaking on how faith and science 
are consistent, the Bible and the seven day    

creation account in the book of Genesis.    Dr. 
Damadian will  speak on a topic that challenges 

the pervasive view of evolution taught in our   
public schools and colleges against the Biblical   

account of Creation.  Dr. Damadian has received 

numerous awards including the nation's highest 
honor in technology, The National Medal of    

Technology from President Ronald Reagan at the 
White House  in 1988.  In 1989 Dr. Damadian was 

inducted into the Inventor Hall of Fame.  For more 
information, please contact the church via email 

peace@pacbell.net , or phone 559 -222 -2320.  

Happy 

mailto:peace@pacbell.net
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Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    

Office 707 451-6683; behanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

The following is a reprint of an article from 

Pastor Jack Schneider of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church in Plano, TX.  I found it  

appropriately timely, even though it was 

written over two years ago, as our whole 

community of believers (church and        

Preschool ð grade 8) contemplates facility  

usage and changes.  Step number one is the 

correct attitude; therefore I submit to you 

the following:  
 

ñAnanias placed his hands on Saul and said, óJesus has 

sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the 

Holy Spirit.ô  Immediately, something like scales fell 

from Saulôs eyes, and he could see again.ò 

Acts 9:17, 18 NIV 

 

The elderly gentleman in another congregation I once 

served was a character.  A beautiful believer who 

trusted firmly in Godôs grace for salvation and for life, 

one of the few things he complained about was his   

eyesight.  ñPastor,ò he said, ñI cainôt see so good.  I got 

these cadillacs on my eyes.ò  Now of course, his    

struggle was with cataracts, not cadillacs, but his misuse 

of the word reminded me then, and now, that our      

eyesight ï our vision ï as Godôs people is easily 

clouded.  Sometimes the clouds/scales are materialistic 

[ñcadillacsò]; sometimes theyôre emotional [what am I 

afraid of losing?]; sometimes theyôre personal [I/we 

never did it that way beforeé].  Truth is, every     

Christian would do well in praying daily for God to  

remove every scale so we can see and live in His grace. 

On the other hand, Iôm tempted today to write a    

tongue-in-cheek apology for NOT having a grandiose 

vision for beautiful buildings and conveniences here on 

our campus.  That come after reading of several 

churches in the Dallas-Fort Worth area who have      

decided they need to give God glory through campuses 

that include everything but the kitchen sink.  How about 

a McDonaldôs on campus?  Or a Starbuckséand     

convenient ATMs to encourage giving or buying the 

latest CD or DVD resources at the Book Store? 

 

Forgive me if thatôs too sarcasticéitôs just that we 

sometimes forget why we exist as the body of Christ.  

In fact, we are to have one vision, and that is to be    

disciples of Jesus Christ ï living as he lived, loving as 

He loved, leading as He led and teaching as/what He 

taught.  If we need functional buildings along the way 

to have a place where worship, training and study take 

place, fine ï letôs do it.  

On the other hand, if 

our vision becomes 

clouded with our own 

self-importance, we 

will end up like Saul, 

with ñcadillacsò       

obscuring our call to be 

disciples of Christ. 

 

To simplify things for 

today, think about this 

question: what 

ñcadillacsò could be 

blocking your vision 

for this process of 

reaching, establishing 

and sending out       

disciples for Jesus Christ?  The answer for each of us is 

to let Godôs hand rest on us, removing the scales so we 

may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Itôs 

called Christian maturity, and itôs not always     

comfortable.  The view, however, is great. 

 

May we see and may we serve, always in Christ Jesus.  

Pastor Jack 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool 
Margaret Sanderson, Director  

We here at the preschool would like to thank 

you, the congregation, who make it possible for 

us to mission to our children and their families.  
 

As the school year came to a close, many  

parents shared with me their thoughts about 

our preschool.  
 

Comments from some of our families:  
 

òWhen we came to Vacaville, we asked who has 

the best preschool. Everyone we talked to said, 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool. But you better get 

on the list people, camp out overnight to get 

into that school.ó 
 

òWords cannot express how thrilled we have 

been with Isabellaõs preschool experience! What 

a precious gift it is to have such a loving,  

patient, hardworking group of people to care 

for our children. We look forward to seeing you 

again in a year when William will be ready to join 

the bunch.ó 
 

òTo let you know weõre thinking about you and all 

the handwork and effort you put into this  

wonderful haven of preschool love and education 

called Bethany Preschool. We canõt begin to  

describe how grateful we are for all youõve done 

and continue to do for this beautiful little  

community.ó 
 

òThank heaven for the generous giving hearts of 

people like you. ò 
 

òThank you for this wonderful opportunity of 

Early Kindergartenó 
 

òHow on earth can we thank you for our  

experience at Bethany. My children are better 

people because of it.ó 

òThank you so very much for being such a  

positive influence in our daughterõs life.ó 

òThis school has an awesome reputation for a 

reason. All your years of hard work and  

dedication to our families are sincerely  

appreciated. At the end of your day, just know 

you are a part of something very special and we 

are very grateful.ó 
 

òI am in awe, REALLY, of the educational 

òwebbingó that occurs within each classroom 

every day. Working with young children is  

rewarding, yet can be exhausting. Your staff 

pulls it off effortlessly with the spirit of  

angels.ó 
 

In the words of a grandparent, you support 

òThe BEST Preschooló! 
 

Dear Lord,  

Thank You for my grandparents.  

They always have time to read to me or play 

games. 

They like to tickle and play and laugh.  

And they like ice cream and going to the park, 

too.  

Mostly though, God, they love me.  

Please take care of them, Lord.  

I think they must be a lot like you.  
 

Anonymous 
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Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

What is Simply Giving? 
 

Simply Giving   is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con-

tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift 

through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Your gift is deposited into the recipientõs 

bank account on the same day it is withdrawn  from your account-at no cost to you or the recipient.    
 

If you have questions regarding 

the Simply Giving program, please call 448-8083 or you can visit 

www.thrivent.com for more information. 
 

Forms are available in the Church Narthex 

http://www.thrivent.com/
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The following are the results of the Property  

Planning Survey.  There were 110 responses to 

the survey.  The responses below are the results of the 

survey and will be used as the basis of discussion at 

the June Voterôs Assembly and upcoming focus group 

sessions. 
 

Are You a Member of Bethany? 

Yes ï 95.5% 

No ï 4.5% 

How long have you attended Bethany? 

< 1 Year ï 1.9% 

1-4 Years ï 13.9% 

5-9 Years ï 23.1% 

10-19 Years ï 30.6% 

20+ Years ï 30.6% 

How old are you? 

Under 18 ï 0% 

18-25 ï 0% 

26-35 ï 3.6% 

36-50 ï 16.4% 

51-65 ï 30.9% 

66-80 ï 27.3% 

Over 80 ï 21.8% 

Number of your children attending worship with you? 

0 ï 67% 

1 ï 13.8% 

2 ï 11.9% 

3 ï 5.5% 

4 ï 1.8% 

5+ ï 0% 

Number of your children attending our school? 

0 ï 83.5% 

1 ï 6.4% 

2 ï 7.3% 

3 ï 2.8% 

4 ï 0% 

5+ ï 0% 

Number miles you travel to church? 

0-5 ï 59.1% 

6-10 ï 30% 

11-20 ï 8.2% 

20+ ï 2.7% 

What is welcoming to YOU about Bethany (top 5 only)? 

Pastor ï 16% 

Doctrine ï 14% 

Worship Styles ï 13% 

Friendliness ï 12% 

Church Community ï 10% 

What is welcoming to YOUR FAMILY about Bethany 

(top 5 only)? 

Pastor ï 14% 

Doctrine ï 13% 

Worship Styles ï 13% 

Friendliness ï 12% 

Church Community ï 11% 

What is welcoming to OUR COMMUNITY about  

Bethany (top 5 only)? 

Preschool ï 13% 

School ï 12% 

Pastor ï 12% 

Property ï 10% 

Buildings ï 9% 

Rank the importance of Bethany ministries  to YOU (1 to 

5). 

Worship 

Bible Study 

Outreach 

Fellowship 

Fellowship 

 

long term planning responsibilities. The 2010-

2011 Council will begin its term with strategic 

goal sessions, setting our bearings on a broader 

vision than where we have been  focused. Under 

our new governance, we will use this guidance to 

set the fiscal and operating direction for Pastor, 

school, and ministries.  We will work diligently 

on alignment of our mission, vision, and goals,  

ensuring our operating and ministries teams  

understand their  operating mission and its  

alignment with the broader mission and goals.   

The Property Planning work will continue with 

focused congregational discussions on the  layout 

of our long term property needs. Trust in the Lord.   
  

It has been an honor to serve as President. It      

certainly has been a humbling experience. I trust 

in our Lord and will continue to serve as He calls.  

God has great things in store for our congregation.  

He has blessed us in the past and will shower us 

with blessings in the future. He continues to walk 

with us. We must continue to listen to Him as he 

guides the mission He has already defined for our 

congregation.   
 

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You! 

Charles  

 Continued from cover page 

Continued on page  12 
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VBS 

2010  

This summer, weõre setting sail for 

VBS fun on the HIGH SEAS! Kids will 

feel the sea spray on their face as 

sails snap overhead. Theyõll          

experience the deep rolling waters 

of Godõs love. Itõs easily the best 

time they will have all summer. 

Donõt miss the shipñregister now to 

be a part of this High Seas            

Expedition VBS!  

July 11, 2010 ñJuly 16, 2010  

5:30pm ñ8:15pm  

621 S. Orchard Ave., Vacaville, Ca  

707 -451 -6675  

http://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/

bethanyvacaville   

Registration Deadline
 

July 11, 2010  
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Ages: Pre-Kð6th grade 
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