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JANUARY  2010 

You just never know who you might see at 

Bethany.  Imagine!  St. Nicholas himself came 

to pay our preschoolers a visit! 

The STAFF of Bethany say ñTHANK YOU!ò 

We want to thank Bethany Lutheran members for your generous and warm expression 

of appreciation to the Staff this Christmas. You have blessed us with your prayers,  

support, and care that is passed on to the children in our schools and to you in the 

church. God bless you as you continue to share the wonderful message of Godôs love. 

THANK YOU!  
 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTAITON is Sunday, January 3rd at 10 am in the narthex. We 

invite those who want to become members of Bethany to join us this Sunday. The  

Orientation is followed with five weeks of classes called FAITH FOUNDATIONS. 

These classes meet at 10 am in the Narthex. 
 

VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON ï January 10th at 12:30 pm. 

What would get done if we didnôt have volunteers? Most everything! Without  

volunteers, the ministry of Bethany would not be what it is today. Therefore, the Church 

Council will host a luncheon to say ñTHANK YOUò to all who volunteer their time and 

skills for the ministry at Bethany. From teaching, ushering, greeting, reading, singing, 

leading, preparing food and all other ways you volunteer at Bethany we say ñTHANK 

YOUò and invite you to join us as our guests of honor. We ask you to RSVP to the 

church office by January 6th. 
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE BANQUET is set for January 31st. This banquet is a  

celebration in response to our pledges to support Bethany Lutheran Ministries. RSVPs 

need to be into the Church Office by January 25th. 
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In the year of our Lord, 2010, what will it be like for you? How do you 

know what this year will bring for you? Letôs take a look back to see 

what happened in 1910. 
 

 Feb.   8, 1910 -  The Boy Scouts of America is incorporated.

 Mar.  3, 1910 -  D. Rockefeller Jr. announces his retirement 

   from managing his businesses so that he could 

   devote full time to being a philanthropist.  

Apr. 14, 1910 -   President William Howard Taft  becomes the 

first president to throw our the first baseball on 

opening day. 

May  6, 1910 -   George V becomes King of the United King-

dom upon the death of his father, Edward VII.  

May  11, 1910 -   An act of the U.S. Congress establishes Glacier 

National Park in Montana. 

May  18, 1910 -  The Earth passes through the tail of Comet 

Halley. 
June 24, 1910 -  Japan invades Korea. 

July   4, 1910 -  African -American boxer Jack Johnson knocks 

out white boxer Jim Jeffries in a heavyweight 

boxing match sparking race riots across the 

United States. 
Aug. 25,1910 -  Yellow Cab is founded. 

Oct.   1, 1910 -  A large bomb destroys the Los Angeles Times 

building in downtown Los Angeles, California, 

killing 20. 

Nov.  7, 1910 -  The first air freight shipment from Dayton, Ohio 

to Columbus, Ohio undertaken by the Wright 

Brothers and Department Store owner Max 

Moorehouse. 

Dec.  22,1910 -  Chicago Union Stock Yards Fire, 21 were killed.  
 

Well, even though the actual events may not be the same, the news is still 

about the same. We can expect headlines similar to these in the year 

2010. Whatôs more important is how you will live your life in 2010.  
 

Remember, it is the year of our Lord 2010. That being said, we are re-

minded that we are given the year 2010 by God to live to His glory. We 

do that as we manage all our life. Life Management is key to having a 

wonderful experience in 2010. We cannot predict the future as to how our 

health will be nor if we will remain employed or still be living. The fu-

ture is in Godôs hands. We face each day as a new day given us by God.  
 

Turning to God for guidance each day is our dependence upon God for 

our life. We gather to worship Him and we go forth to serve Him. We use 

our time, our talents and the resources He gives. During the month of 

January we will focus on these resources and how we can give them up to 

God.  May you have a blessed New year in the year of our Lord, 2010! 

Pastor Vern 

From Pastor Vern 
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More from Pastor Vern... 

Life Management (formerly known as Stewardship) is about all that God has given us and 
how we use these gifts. It is our Christian walk, our witness as believers in Jesus as our  
Savior.  It is our response to  the gift of salvation through Christ. He has given us life, family, 
income, work, time and many other wonderful resources to manage. God asks us to manage 
our gifts and use them to extend his Kingdom. At Bethany we have many opportunities to 
serve and extend the kingdom through Lutheran Christian education, sharing what Christ 
has done to our friends and inviting people to worship and being involved in life of Bethany. 
When we come to the realization that all of our gifts are from God our thankfulness is  
demonstrated by our management of the gifts we have.   
 

We read in Psalm 78:4-6, 
 

 4 We will not hide them from their children;  
       we will tell the next generation  
       the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD,  
       his power, and the wonders he has done.  
 
 5 He decreed statutes for Jacob  
       and established the law in Israel,  
       which he commanded our forefathers  
       to teach their children,  
 
 6 so the next generation would know them,  
       even the children yet to be born,  
       and they in turn would tell their children. 
 

What we pass on to our children is important and God has given us responsibility to care for 
His creation ï all of it. 
 

Our understanding of life management will be enhanced throughout the year. In  January  a 
Sermon Series will with the gifts of Magi and what we bring to the newborn King of kings. 
Throughout the year different aspects of life management will be covered in the sermons  
because Life Management is really the Christian life of service and walking by faith.  
 

On the last Sunday of January the 31
st
 we will all worship together at one service (11:15 am) 

followed by a Celebration of Light Banquet (RSVP) - a celebration of our gifts to Christ 
through Bethany. The educational hour will remain at 9 am that Sunday.  
 

Consider what God has done for you and pray how you can respond with your resources. 

Life Management is fulfilling Godôs purpose. You fulfill Godôs purpose in the way you      

manage your life and all the resources God gives you.  
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Bethany Lutheran School  
Kris Schneider, Principal    Office 707 451-6683; behanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

Memories of Christmas Past 

 

Pretty much every family has traditions each holiday season, especially Christmas.  Why do we keep 

doing the same things each year, I wonder.  Well, why not? 

 

I remember singing the SAME Christmas Cantata every year for grades 1 ï 7 at my Lutheran grade 

school in Dallas, Texas.  It was the telling of the Christmas day events as recorded in Luke 2 in song 

with the token ñFear Notò angel, the shepherds and royal family in wrong-fitting costumes, and a  

plastic baby in the manger.  We walked in the same way we had done the years past and ended it 

with the same Amen! Chorus as we stood side-by-side and hand-in-hand along the outside church 

aisles.  Man, did it get old, especially to us in middle school.  After all, we were too cool for that 

stuff. 

 

Then it happened.  They switched the program in my last year of grade school.  My eighth grade year 

at Our Redeemer had us doing a completely different program.  I can not tell you a single thing about 

it other than the fact the kids who were formerly too cool to sing the old Cantata were angry about 

the change and demanded the old program.  Much to our surprise as self-absorbed kids, that got us  

NOWEHERE! 

 

Whatôs my point?  Our kids at Bethany School may complain and ñdemandò that they get their way 

and do this or that, get to have this or that, or leave to go where all of their friends are going to 

school.  All of that is somewhat in the realm of normal for children.  That is why we, as parents and 

adults, strive to do what WE know is best for them, despite the upset it may cause them.  Having 

them involved in decision-making is important, but it does not mean that theirs is the only opinion to 

be considered.  My dad used to remind me that when it came right down to it, our house was a  

democracy of one vote- his.  He loved us, and we knew it.  He took care of us the best way he knew 

and was able. 

 

In all of this, I just want to take time to thank you for involvement in OUR family at Bethany  

Lutheran School.  It may get old to you or to them, but that stability is so important to them in their 

lives.  They do grow up so quickly!  It is my prayer that we may continue to work and grow together 

with them and each other- that begins by building on the solid  

foundation of Christ Jesus.  He is the same- yesterday, today and  

forever! 

 

For the record I still remember that whole Cantata and sing it to my    

children every Christmas Eve as one of my familyôs traditions.  Tiny Tim 

in the Dickens classic is right- God bless us, everyone!  Remember to 

leave room in your heart for Him who prepares a room for us in heaven to 

be with Him forever.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool 
Margaret Sanderson, Director  

A BLESSED NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU!!  We look forward to the 
opportunities this New Year brings to continue to share with  
Bethanyôs congregation the wonderful outreach of a preschool  
program. Just think of it ï thirty six years! It is only in the last few years 
that research has proven what you so wisely knew so many years ago 
ï the FIRST FIVE YEARS of a childôs life are a crucial time for learning. 
Even more exciting, not only have our preschoolers gained socially and 
academically, they have learned about Jesus and His love for them! 

What a wonderful and important message to share during these critical early years! 
 

PARENTôS NIGHT ï Jan.12 & 14, 9ï10 am or another opportunity on Jan. 25 & 27 6:30pm-
7:30 pm.  Love and Logic Parenting workshop. Join Jim Fay and Dr. Charles Fayôs DVD for 
a fun filled approach to parenting children. Miss Pam will be our DVD facilitator. If you are  
interested in attending, please contact the preschool office. Reservations are required. 
(Childcare is for children 2 and over) 
 

LOOKING BACK:  Thank you to Miss Chris (PS/EC teacher) for representing our  
Preschool at the Festival of The Trees on ñChildrenôs Dayò, Dec. 3

rd
. The children of the 

community make our ótraditionalô Santaôs Reindeer Food. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: February is Priority Registration from Feb. 1
st
 to Feb. 12

th 
for Bethany  

Lutheran Church member families for the 2010-2011 school year. Registration will be for our 
part-time preschool sessions, Early Kindergarten (children old enough to attend kindergarten 
but choosing to wait a year), as well as our full-time preschool / extended care program. A 
letter will be mailed to all Church members with age-eligible children. If you do not receive a 
letter by Jan 30

th
, please contact the Preschool Office (451-6678) so you do not miss this  

opportunity to secure placement. Active Bethany membersô children and grandchildren 
 qualify for ñpriority registration.ò Discount privileges only apply to ñactive membersò (if you 
have any questions regarding your status, please contact the church  
office.) 
 

SINGING PRAISES AND CELEBRATING: Our morning preschoolers and early  
kindergarteners are looking forward to singing on Jan 24, 2010 at the 11:15 am service. We 
thank the fellowship board for hosting the reception afterward for our staff and families.  
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Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

What is Simply Giving? 
 

Simply Giving   is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con-

tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift 

through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Your gift is deposited into the recipientõs 

bank account on the same day it is withdrawn  from your account-at no cost to 

you or the recipient.    
 

If you have questions regarding 

the Simply Giving program, please call 448-8083 or you can visit 

www.thrivent.com for more information. 
 

 

http://www.thrivent.com/
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Presidentõs Report 

There is nothing better than beginning a new year with the love of Christ flowing through your veins.  I 
truly love our ministry, and am glad I am able to be in fellowship with you.  Let³s begin 2010 by thank-
ing God for the blessings He has bestowed on us and to fully commit our lives to Him in 2010.  
 
This is going to be an important year for Bethany.  There are two big initiatives that are going to be im-
plemented this year that I am really excited about.  These initiatives are going to strengthen our ministry 
and provide us a direction to accomplish our long term goals.  The first is the Ambassador³s Program.  
This ministry will provide localized, community based fellowship where Bethany members in geo-
graphic areas will be able to care for, look after each other, and participate in close fellowship.  It will 
also provide the ability for outreach and evangelism at a grass root level.  I have seen similar programs 
work very successfully in churches of our size in other parts of the country and am really excited about 
its prospects at Bethany.   
 
The second is the building plan for the Ulatis site.  A committee has been formed to establish the plans 
and financing options to migrate the church to the new campus.  The construction of all the new build-
ings will not be completed for several years, but the expectation is that a plan of what we build when 
and how we will pay for it will be presented to the congregation at the annual Voter³s Assembly next 
July.  The committee certainly has a big task in front of them and cannot do their work in a vacuum.  
They will be creating feedback sessions with the congregation over the coming months to solicit input 
and feedback on the plan.      
 
The Council continues its transform into the new role defined by our newly adopted governance struc-
ture.  We are working closely with Pastor to ensure he and his staff has the tools and resources they 
need to accomplish the operational ministry goals.  We are closely monitoring our financial situation 
and exploring options to ensure our continued near-term viability.  We are also working on our mid-
range and long range goals, looking for ways to expand our ministry into the foreseeable future; par-
ticularly as it relates to bringing those in the community into a closer relationship with Christ.  
 
Pastor has fostered a degree of organizational stability.  His work has been phenomenal.   He is putting a 
solid ministry plan and organization in place for sustained growth.  Our staff is committed to expanding 
our ministry and implementing it in the most cost effective fashion.   
 
As a congregation, we are certainly not out of the woods financially.  We need to really watch our 
spending until our membership and school enrollment increases.  Last year, school enrollment increased 
for the first time in several years.  It was a positive sign and something that needs to continue, but re-
cent church attendance declines (and corresponding giving) have really caused us to ´re-tighten the 
belt.µ  This situation is not unique to Bethany.  It illustrates how the economic downturn produces a 
sense of helplessness that many feel.  Our God truly provides the true trust neither man nor government 
can give.   
 
God has been so gracious to us.  He is with us now and forever.  I am thankful to be in fellowship with 
you and pray for a wonderful glorious 2010 serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in Vacaville. 
      
 
God Bless You and Happy New Year! 
Charles  

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bestweekever.tv/bwe/images/2008/12/new%2520years%2520baby.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bestweekever.tv/2008-12-30/open-thread-new-years-eve-vs-halloween/&usg=__Jis6xFxA0Hp7PfeNXpW1XfzJj1w=&h=301&w=341&sz=52&h
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To my friends and family of Bethany, 

 

I would like to thank all my friends for the outpouring of love shown to Ray and my family while 

I have been recovering.  As many of you know 2 days before Thanksgiving I fell head first onto a 

concrete floor, fracturing my scull and bleeding in the brain.  I was rushed to VV hospital then 

to UC Davis ICU in Sacramento; 3 days later I was released to go home and told to expect a full  

recovery. 

 

I know we are taught in the bible that God is always with us, however I have to admit that I often 

feel apart from him and don³t ´feelµ his presence.  With being in such pain I was unable to pray 

for my family and friends much less for myself.  Word traveled fast and before you knew it I had 

so many people, some I never knew praying from me, all the way from Australia to the East 

Coast of the US.  Cards, meals, flowers and phone cards started to come in.  Pastor Vern visited 

our house and gave us communion; my Chiropractor David Pergamit came daily to the house to 

adjust me.  My husband never left my side and is truly my soul mate.   I had never felt God³s 

love or his presence so much as I did in the weeks to follow the injury. 

 

Funny thing is, back in October I had joined the Wednesday Bible study class after months of my 

husbands beckoning.  We were studying the book of Job. Fortunately I had read the entire book 

prior and knew the ending before my fall.  The book describes how Job suffered but endured 

with God³s help through faith.  In retrospect, I believe it helped me realize the Power of Prayer 

and how keeping the faith in Jesus Christ and God Almighty we are not alone, even if we feel 
abandoned. Consider it a coincidence if you want, but I believe God was with me all along and 

knew what I needed and when. 

 

Three weeks following the accident I am writing this thank you note.  My headaches are gone; I 

am free from all meds¦ amazing since my medical doctor estimated I would probably suffer for 

4 more weeks.  I am a little dizzy at times, although I had been told that before (ha) and my sense 

of smell is slow to return.  Thankfully, I can taste all the good food of the holidays and the deli-

cious dishes brought to our house by our friends. 

 

God is Great, God is Good, we can endure with God³s help, Thank you again! Many Blessing to 

you all! 

 

Because of Christ, 

 P.J. Goodson 
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