Bethany Lutheran nurtures in each person an active, personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
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Bethany Lutheran Church and Schools
= Lutheran Churchii Missouri Synod
621 South Orchard Avenue
Vacaville, California 95688
Phone: (707) 4536675 Fax: (707) 45311740 Email: bethanychurch@pacbell.net
www.bethanylutheranvv.org

You just never know who you might see at
Bethany. Imagine! St. Nicholas himself cam
to pay our preschoolers a visit!

The STAFF of Bethany say ATHANK YOU! o
We want to thank Bethany Lutheran members for your generous and warm expres
of appreciation to the Staff this Christmas. You have blessed us with your prayers,
support, and care that is passed on to the children in our schools and to you in the
church. God bless you as you continue
THANK YOU!

NEW MEMBER ORIENTAITON is Sunday, January®at 10 am in the narthex. We
invite those who want to become members of Bethany to join us this Sunday. The
Orientation is followed with five weeks of classes called FAITH FOUNDATIONS.
These classes meet at 10 am in the Narthex.

VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON i January 10" at 12:30 pm.

What would get done i f we didndét have
volunteers, the ministry of Bethany would not be what it is today. Therefore, the Ch
Counci |l wi || host a | uncheon to say A
skills for the ministry at Bethany. From teaching, ushering, greeting, reading, singi
|l eading, preparing food and all other
YOUO and invite you to join us as our

church office by January'6

CELEBRATION OF LIFE BANQUET s set for January 31 This banquet is a
celebration in response to our pledges to support Bethany Lutheran Ministries. RS
need to be into the Church Office by January.25

January 2010
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In the year of our Lord, 2010, what will it be like for you? How do yo
know what this year wil/| bring|lfor
what happened in 1910.

L -

BETHANY LUTHERAN
CHURCH AND SCHOOLS

Feb. 8,1910 TheBoy Scouts of Americas incorporated.

Rev. Vernon Oestmann Mar. 3, 1910 D. Rockefeller Jr.announces his retirement
Senior Pastor from managing his businesses so that he could
il Bt devoFe full timc_a to being philanthropist.
chuteh Adieaite Az Apr. 14, 1910 I?re5|dent William Howard Taft _becomes the
Kris Schneider first presgﬂent to throw our the firbseballon
o opening day.
Deacon/School Principal May 6, 1910 George Vbecomes King of th&nited King-
Margaret Sanderson dom upon the death of his fath&dward VII.
RreschoaliDirector May 11, 1910 An act of theU.S. Congressstablishe§lacier
Cathy Mathews National Park in Montana.
Business Administrator May 18, 1916 TheEarth passes through the tail 6Gbmet
Halley.
June 24, 1910 JapaninvadesKorea.
Bethany Church Council July 4, 191G African-American boxerJack Johnsonknocks
Charles Allen, President out white boxedim Jeffries in a heavyweight

Ray Goodson, Vice President
Rick Martinez, Secretary
David Grundmann, Treasurer

boxing match sparkingace riots across the
United States.

Cindy Miller Aug. 25,1910 Yellow Cabis founded.

Jeff Strickland Oct. 1, 1910 A large bomb destroys thes Angeles Times
Roger Anderson building in downtowrLos Angeles, Californig
Jacque McCall killing 20.

Donald Miller

Nov. 7,1910G The first air freight shipment fromayton, Ohio
to Columbus, Ohioundertaken by the Wright
Brothers and Department Store owner Max
Moorehouse.

Ministry Team Chairperson Dec. 22,1910 Chicago Union Stock Yards Fire, 21 were killggl.

Ministerial Advisory....Jerry Miller .
School Advisory.......Donna Wirth Well, even though the actual events may not be the same, the newg s still

Social Ministry.......Lynn Holbrook | 2bout the same. We can expect headlines similar to these in the yeaf

Outreach.................. DonnaWirthf2 01 0. What éds more i mportant i s|lhov
Fellowship......... Cathy Hestermar L . .

Parish Education...................._ Remember, it is the year of our Lord 2010. That being said, we are [¢-
Properties................. Rick Dwelle | minded that we are given the year 2010 by God to live to His glory. We
Stewardship................ Don Fortin | do that as we manage all our life. Life Management is key to having|f
Youth........ccoeeeeeennnn, P.J. Goodsor

wonderful experience in 2010. We cannot predict the future as to hgyv our
health will be nor if we will remain employed or still be living. The fu-
ture is in Godbébs hands. We fac|g ec

Turning to God for guidance each day is our dependence upon God for

our life. We gather to worship Him and we go forth to serve Him. Wejuse
our time, our talents and the resources He gives. During the month df
January we will focus on these resources and how we can give therj up to

God. May you have a blessed New year in the year of our Lord, 2040!
Pastor Vern
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'More from Pastor Vel

Life Management (formerly known as Stewardship) is about all that God has given us and
how we use these gifts. It is our Christian walk, our witness as believers in Jesus as our
Savior. Itis our response to the gift of salvation through Christ. He has given us life, family,
income, work, time and many other wonderful resources to manage. God asks us to manage
our gifts and use them to extend his Kingdom. At Bethany we have many opportunities to
serve and extend the kingdom through Lutheran Christian education, sharing what Christ
has done to our friends and inviting people to worship and being involved in life of Bethany.
When we come to the realization that all of our gifts are from God our thankfulness is
demonstrated by our management of the gifts we have.

We read in Psalm 78:4-6,

+We will not hide them from their children;
we will tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD,
his power, and the wonders he has done.

s He decreed statutes for Jacob
and established the law in Israel,
which he commanded our forefathers
to teach their children,

¢ 50 the next generation would know them,
even the children yet to be born,
and they in turn would tell their children.

What we pass on to our children is important and God has given us responsibility to care for
His creation i all of it.

Our understanding of life management will be enhanced throughout the year. In January a
Sermon Series will with the gifts of Magi and what we bring to the newborn King of kings.
Throughout the year different aspects of life management will be covered in the sermons
because Life Management is really the Christian life of service and walking by faith.

On the last Sunday of January the 31°" we will all worship together at one service (11:15 am)
followed by a Celebration of Light Banquet (RSVP) - a celebration of our gifts to Christ
through Bethany. The educational hour will remain at 9 am that Sunday.

Consider what God has done for you and pray how you can respond with your resources.
Life Management is fulfilling Godés pur po{
manage your life and all the resources God gives you.

\1%4
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care
Bethany Lutheran School Office 707 4516683 beh hool@pacbellnet
; i . ice ; behanyschool@pacbell.ne
Kris Schneider, Principal 1011 Ulatis Drive 95687

: ,.WW&MMMAMWAM“W
Memories of Christmas Past

W Pretty much every family has traditions each holiday season, especially Christmas. Why do We keep
% doing the same things each year, | wonder. Well, why not?

¥ | remember singing the SAME Christmas Cantata every year for gradesitlmy Lutheran grade
% school in Dallas, Texas. It was the telling of the Christmas day events as recorded in Luke 2iin|song
awi th the token fAFear Not 0 an g edfittingcostumessatdap i r d:
4 plastic baby in the manger. We walked in the same way we had done the years past and enge}l it

% with the same Amen! Chorus as we stood-igside and hangh-hand along the outside church &
W aisles. Man, did it get old, especially to us in middle school. After all, we were too cool for thét
i Stuff.

% Then it happened. They switched the program in my last year of grade school. My eighth gr&dE year
# at Our Redeemer had us doing a completely different program. | can not tell you a single thirg jabout
# it other than the fact the kids who were formerly too cool to sing the old Cantata were angry gbqut

# the change and demanded the old program. Much to our surprise assseltfed kids, that got us
# NOWEHERE!

=

®What 6s my point? Our kids at Bethany Schbpl
% and do this or that, get to have this or that, or leave to go where all of their friends are going t
% school. All of that is somewhat in the realm of normal for children. That is why we, as parent and
# adults, strive to do what WE know is best for them, despite the upset it may cause them. Ha 'r]g
% them involved in decisiomaking is important, but it does not mean that theirs is the only opinignjto
M be considered. My dad used to remind me that when it came right down to it, our house was
¥ democracy of one votdis. He loved us, and we knew it. He took care of us the best way he kngw
% and was able.

% In all of this, | just want to take time to thank you for involvement in OUR family at Bethany
# Lutheran School. It may get old to you or to them, but that stability is so important to them injthkir
% lives. They do grow up so quickly! It is my prayer that we may continue to work and grow toge her
% with them and each othehat begins by building on the solid

# foundation of Christ Jesus. He is the sayesterday, today and
% forever!

W For the record still remember that whole Cantata and sing it to my
#ichildren every Christmas Eve a
% In the Dickens classic is righGod bless us, everyone! Remember to
¥ leave room in your heart for Him who prepares a room for us in heay
% be with Him forever.

“F am

# Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

:i'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.'l.'.'l'.'[.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.'l.'.'l'.'[_l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.'l.'.’[.’[_l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.'l.'.’[.’[.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.'l.'.'l’.’l’.l’.i.::f
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten
Office 707 4516678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.ng

Margaret Sanderson, Director
L’ * A BLESSED NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU!! We look forward to the
* / \ opportunities this New Year brings to continue to share with
/ Bet hanydés congregation the wondefrjf ul o
program. Just think of it i thirty six years! It is only in the last few years
D |

Bethany Lutheran Presghool

that research has proven what you so wisely knew so many years ago
ithe FIRST FIVE YEARS of a child
Even more exciting, not only have our preschoolers gained socially and
academically, they have learned about Jesus and His love for them!
What a wonderful and important message to share during these critical early years!

(@)
v
—h

PARENTO®S INJanGBR & 14, 91 10 am or another opportunity on Jan. 25 & 27 6:30pm-
7: 30 pm. Love and Logic Parenting workshe¢p. Jo
a fun filled approach to parenting children. Miss Pam will be our DVD facilitator. If you are
interested in attending, please contact the preschool office. Reservations are required.
(Childcare is for children 2 and over)

LOOKING BACK: Thank you to Miss Chris (PS/EC teacher) for representing our
Preschool at the Festival of Hree cHildren efshe g
community make our oOtraditional 6 Santab6g"

LOOKING AHEAD: February is Priority Registration from Feb. 1% to Feb. 12" for Bethany
Lutheran Church member families for the 2010-2011 school year. Registration will be for our
part-time preschool sessions, Early Kindergarten (children old enough to attend kindergarten
but choosing to wait a year), as well as our full-time preschool / extended care program. A
letter will be mailed to all Church members with age-eligible children. If you do not receive a
letter by Jan 30", please contact the Preschool Office (451-6678) so you do not miss this
opportunity to secure placement. Active Beéefhany
qgualify for dApriority registration. o Discppunt p
have any questions regarding your status, please contact the church
office.)

SINGING PRAISES AND CELEBRATING: Our morning preschoolers and early
kindergarteners are looking forward to singing on Jan 24, 2010 at the 11:15 am service. We
thank the fellowship board for hosting the reception afterward for our staff and families.

Visit us on the web atww.bethanylutheranpreschool.com
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What is Simply Giving?

Simply Giving is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con
tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift
throughapreaut hori zed withdrawal from your bank ac
bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your acceatrmo cost to
you or the recipient.

you have questions regarding
the Simply Giving program, please call 448083 or you can visit
www.thrivent.corfor more information.

Simp lf’:% Member Enrollment and Authorization Form

v Retum completed enroliment form to the Lutheran congregation,
gl vin g ° school, or institution benefiting from your giving.

Complete this section for ALL. ENROLLMENTS (Please print in black ink)
Check the appropriate box: Last Name I First Name ! M.L

O New enroliment/authorization * Mailing Address

O Change in bank account * City State l Zip

QO Change in authorized amount Home Telephone # Work Telephone #
Donations/payments should be taken from: REQUIRED:

O Checking (attach a voided check) | authorize Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Vanco Services, LLC to

. i : it sli automatically withdraw offerings/donations/payments from my account. | have
U Savings (attach a savings deposit slip) attached a voided check or savings deposit slip. This authority will remain in

Roiitivg: Number effect until | give reasonable notification to terminate the authorization.
outing Num!

Valid Routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3 Account Holder Signature

Account Number Date

* ATTACH A VOIDED CHECK OR SAVINGS DEPOSIT SLIP FOR A NEW ENROLLMENT OR CHANGE IN BANK ACCOUNT ONLY

Complete this section for Lutheran CONGREGATION DONATIONS

Congregation Name Street Address
City State | zip
Church Fund Designations: Amount Per Donatlon: Frequency of Donation: (Please check only one)
General Operating Fund "~ § Q' Weekly on Monday
“Grow To Serve” (capital campaign) § O Weekly on Friday
= EM'Q%LMQO_E $ O Semi-monthly (transferred on 1" and 15" of each month)
School, non tuition g O Monthly on the 1%
. s 0O Monthly on the 15"
TOTAL DONATION AMOUNT $ (minimum $5) Date of First Donation
Note: The total amouht will be transferred based on the frequency sglegled.

Please attach a blank voided check or a savings account deposit slip

*

Congregation / Institution Code 0018595124 Verifler Initlals

cCour
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Presi dent 0s| Re

There is nothing better than beginning a new year with the love of Christ flowing through your ygins. |
truly | ove our ministry, and am glad | amj]abl e
ing God for the blessings He has bestowed on us and to fully commit our lives to Him in 2010.

plemented this year that | am really excited about. These initiatives are going to strengthen ogr|ministry
and provide us a direction to accomplish g
This ministry will provide localized, community based fellowship where Bethany members in g¢q-
graphic areas will be able to care for, look after each other, and participate in close fellowship.| & will

also provide the ability for outreach and evangelism at a grass root level. | have seen similar prpgrams
work very successfully in churches of our size in other parts of the country and am really excit¢q about
its prospects at Bethany.

This is going to be an important year for Bethany. There are two big initiatives that are going mlbe im-

r | o

The second is the building plan for the Ulatis site. A committee has been formed to establish {hg plans
and financing options to migrate the church to the new campus. The construction of all the nevjbuild-
ings will not be completed for several years, but the expectation is that a plan of what we build vwhen
and how we will pay for it will be presentl¢d to
July. The committee certainly has a big task in front of them and cannot do their work in a vaqupm.

They will be creating feedback sessions with the congregation over the coming months to soligifinput
and feedback on the plan.

The Council continues its transform into the new role defined by our newly adopted governande|struc-
ture. We are working closely with Pastor to ensure he and his staff has the tools and resourcqs|they
need to accomplish the operational ministry goals. We are closely monitoring our financial sityation
and exploring options to ensure our continued +tean viability. We are also working on our mid
range and long range goals, looking for ways to expand our ministry into the foreseeable futurg;{par-
ticularly as it relates to bringing those in the community into a closer relationship with Christ.

Pastor has fostered a degree of organizational stability. His work has been phenomenal. Helig putting a
solid ministry plan and organization in place for sustained growth. Our staff is committed to e{ppnding
our ministry and implementing it in the most cost effective fashion.

As a congregation, we are certainly not out of the woods financially. We need to really watch pyr
spending until our membership and school enrollment increases. Last year, school enrollmeng ihcreased
for the first time in several years. It was a positive sign and something that needs to continue,|but re-
cent church attendance declines ( an-tightenaher g$ pond
belt . p This situation I s not unique to Bgfhany
sense of helplessness that many feel. Our God truly provides the true trust neither man nor ggernment
can give.

God has been so gracious to us. He is with us now and forever. | am thankful to be in fellowjj with
you and pray for a wonderful glorious 2010 serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in Vacayifle.

God Bless You and Happy New Year! ’ 8

Charles 43 \



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bestweekever.tv/bwe/images/2008/12/new%2520years%2520baby.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bestweekever.tv/2008-12-30/open-thread-new-years-eve-vs-halloween/&usg=__Jis6xFxA0Hp7PfeNXpW1XfzJj1w=&h=301&w=341&sz=52&h

Bethany Breezes

Bethany Lutheran Church A LCMS

To my friends and family of Bethany,

| would like to thank all my friends for the outpouring of love shown to Ray and my family while
| have been recovering. As many of you know 2 days before Thanksgiving I fell head first onto p
concrete floor, fracturing my scull and bleeding in the brain. | was rushed to VV hospital then
to UC Davis ICU in Sacramento; 3 days later | was released to go home and told to expect a ful]
recovery.

| know we are taught in the bible that God is always with us, however | have to admit that | ofter
feel apart from him and don3t “~feelpu his pJesc
for my family and friends much less for myself. Word traveled fast and before you knew it | had]
so many people, some | never knew praying from me, all the way from Australia to the East
Coast of the US. Cards, meals, flowers and phone cards started to come in. Pastor Vern visited
our house and gave us communion; my Chiropractor David Pergamit came daily to the house tq
adjust me. My husband never |l eft my side pnd
love or his presence so much as | did in the weeks to follow the injury.

Funny thing is, back in October | had joined the Wednesday Bible study class after months of nfy
husbands beckoning. We were studying the book of Job. Fortunately | had read the entire boo}
prior and knew the ending before my fall. The book describes how Job suffered but endured
with God3®s help through faith. I n retrospgct
and how keeping the faith in Jesus Christ and God Almighty we are not alone, even if fge/
abandoned. Consider it a coincidence if you want, but | believe God was with me all along and
knew what | needed and when.

Three weeks following the accident | am writing this thank you note. My headaches are gone; |
am free from al/l meds, amazing since my mefi c:
4 more weeks. | am a little dizzy at times, although | had been told that before (ha) and my senge

of smell is slow to return. Thankfully, | can taste all the good food of the holidays and the deli-
cious dishes brought to our house by our friends.

God i s Great, God is Good, we can endure wj]th
you all!

Because of Christ,
P.J. Goodson
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