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Making Christian Disciples of All Nations:  at Bethany, in Vacaville, in Solano County and in the World  May  2007 

Sunday, May 13 
Join us for Worship 8:30 am or 11:15 am 

Ascension Eve 
The Ascension of Our Lord Occurred Forty 

Days After Easter! 
Wednesday, May 16 at 7:00 pm 

You are invited to worship with us to celebrate Jesusõ ascension and 

join the Confirmation Class as they witness their faith and  

demonstrate a knowledge of what Lutherans believe, teach and confess. 

Refresh your appreciation of our expression of the Christian faith and 

share good words with the Confirmands at the reception  

following the service. 

Rite of Confirmation 
Pentecost Sunday, May 27 

11:15 am Service 
 

Join in welcoming into our membership those 

students who have successfully completed their 

prescribed course of study for confirmation.  

Celebrate with them during the reception  

 that immediately follows the service. 
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ñInterim Ministry Timeò 
 

 On Sunday, May 27th , we will celebrate 

THE FESTIVAL OF PENTECOST  and THE 

RITE OF CONFIRMATION  (appropriately on the 
birthday of the Christian Church). On the Day of Pen-

tecost, fifty days after Easter (and five months into our 

Interim Ministry), the disciples heard what sounded 

like wind and saw what looked like fire. Wind, breath, 

fire, and flames are good symbols for Godõs Spirit. 

 That wind still blows at Bethany Church and School. THANK 

GOD!  

 That fire still heats the hearts at Bethany Church and School. 

THANK GOD!  

 We should especially enjoy that breath and flame of Godõs Spirit 

during this òInterim Timeó. Luke writes that the Spirit got fired up and 

blew among the disciples because ò. . . THEY WERE ALL IN ONE 

PLACE!ó Using  the gifts of Godõs Spirit (love, joy, peace, hope, for-

giveness, etc.) pray that Bethany Church and School may be  

TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE ! 

News from the . . .  

 Ministry Advisory Team (MAT)  
 

What an exciting month of April we had. The Palm 

Sunday services at our Ulatis Campus, the Maundy 

Thursday Seder service with First Communion for 

many of our confirmands, the Good Friday Tenebrae 

service and the joyful celebration of our Saviorôs resurrection on Easter 

Sunday. 

 

As we come off those mountaintop highs, we all need to keep focused on 

continuing the work God has set before us in building His kingdom. 

The MAT team with Pastor Nicholus will be looking at ways to focus the 

congregation for the future as we prepare for a new Senior Pastor who 

will lead and guide us along the path we have chosen. 

 

By the time this is published, we will have called a new Senior Pastor, 

who we pray will prayerfully consider accepting our call to serve as 

Bethanyôs Senior Pastor. 

 

In His Service, 

Don Henrich 

for the MAT 
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 Recent Events 
 

 The first shift of Youth Group members arrived at the 
church fellowship hall shortly after 5:30 am on Easter Sunday 
to begin preparation of their annual Easter Sunday Breakfast. A lot of the prep work had already been done; food 
purchased, kitchen cleaned and readied, tables decorated (did you notice the tables were in the shape of the 
cross? ̧  Richele½s idea) and even some preliminary food preparation (a special thanks to Pat Green and Cathy 
Hesterman for their contributions in this area!). We really enjoyed cooking and serving the breakfast and provid-
ing the little kids with whipped cream on chocolate chip pancakes made everyone smile. We estimate that about 
220 people took advantage of this opportunity (the breakfast, not the chocolate chip pancakes) . . . many were 
folks I didn½t recognize. I hope that we made our visitors feel very welcome!  
 The Youth would like to express a sincere ºThank You!» to all who contributed so generously for their 
breakfast. After expenses were deducted, we now have another $433.00 to help defray costs of attending the 
LCMS National Youth Gathering in Orlando Florida. The group of 9 youth and 2 counselors plan to leave from 
Oakland Airport the evening of June 26th and return the evening August 1st. ATTENDEES AND PARENTS, 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE:  A pre-trip meeting is planned for May 6th from 5:00  ̧6:00 PM to take care of certain 
details. 
 Here½s a photo from our bike ride to Lagoon Valley Park on Sunday, 
March 18th.. It looks as if someone may have warned Rosie, Lisa and Spencer 
about ºTHE HILL». We were soon reminded that life includes both valleys 
and hills, and, sometimes it½s a strain going up a hill. But, then it can be very 
fun to go downhill µ especially really fast!     
 During Lent, the Youth Group sponsored a Wednesday evening 
meal of Corned Beef and Cabbage before the Lenten service on March 14th. 
I noticed that a fondness for cabbage sometimes brings out rather odd be-
haviors in people . . .  what do you think makes this happen?   

 The Youth Group is serious about 
ensuring that the confirmation class of 
2007 is warmly welcomed into the Youth Group. A pre-confirmation bonfire, 
marshmallow roast, hayride, etc. was held at the Hesterman home on March 25th  

to begin building what we hope will be lasting relationships with each other. Here 
are just a couple shots of that evening½s festivities: 
 
 
 

 As a congregation we must 
find ways to reach out to the new 
confirmands, we must open our arms 
to them, and welcome them as active 
members of Bethany. Year after year 
we celebrate a new confirmation 
class, but then we never see far too many of them in our midst again. My wife and I were delighted to find when we 
joined Bethany in 1998, that youth ministry was such a priority for the congregation that steps were underway to 
hire a Director of Christian Education; to º. . . provide primary leadership for the congregation½s youth programs . . . 
».  Now, with very heavy hearts we see that this plan, and the resources, have ºevaporated»; and just as our first 
child (Amanda) is ready for her confirmation! What can Bethany members who care about this do? For starters, 
please take ºNOTICE» of these young people; »SPEAK» to them, and take a ºRISK» that they might be interested in 
something you have to say. Follow the example of Christ and offer your caring friendship. Sometimes growing up 
is hard; and we all can use a friend.    
     In His peace,  Hew Hesterman 

Senior High Youth Ministry 
Hew Hesterman  446-4562 

Rosie, Lisa and Spencer before ºTHE HILL» 

Molly, Richele and Kristen trying on 
new hats for Easter 
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Mayó07 Issue 10:00 AMð11:00 AM Sunday Mornings 

Ages 3 to Adult 

Bethany Lutheran Sunday School 

 

 

May 6:  Jesus Sends the Seventy-Two 

May 13:  Jesus Teaches Us to Pray 

May 20:  Jesus Ascends into Heaven 

May 27:  God Sends the Holy Spirit 

Questions or comments? 

Renae Barrett (707) 469-7543 or (707) 372-5080 

queenofsleepn@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Sunday School begins June 10th at 10am, starting in the sanc-

tuary.  The summer study will be ñEven the Winds and Waves Obey 

Himò.  Please register in the Sunday School office or in the narthex. 

 

We are still looking for teachers.  Teach every other Sunday!  Please 

call  today to sign up! 

 

 

 

Our annual Ice Cream Social is 

upon us.  We will celebrate the 

close of our regular session of 

Sunday School on June 3, 2007.   

 

Please join us on the Warren House courtyard at 

10am for ice cream and toppings.  This is always a 

yearly favorite. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular session Sunday School will 

begin again in the Fall of 2007, Sept. 

2, 2007.  So, mark your calendars! 

 

If you are interested in team teaching 

for the 2007-2008 year, please contact 

Renae Barrett at (707) 469-7543. 

For those of you that have not been at Sunday 

Schoolé.We Miss You!  We enjoy seeing your 

smiling face every Sunday.   See you Sunday! 
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Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten 

Margaret Sanderson, Director 

Preschool Office 707 451-6678 

bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

May Preschool Praises  
 

òOh! What a Miracleó is the theme we have chosen for our Spring Musical Pro-

grams scheduled as follows:  

Mon./Wed./Fri. Afternoon Classes ð Monday, May 21, 7:00 p.m. 

Tues./Thurs. Afternoon Classes ð Tuesday, May 22, 7:00 p.m.  

Mon./Wed./Fri. Morning Classes ð Wednesday, May 23, 7:00 p.m.  

Tues./Thurs. Morning Classes ð Thursday, May 24, 7:00 p.m.  

Preschool / Extended Care ð Tuesday, May 29, 7:00 p.m.  

Early Kindergarten ð Wednesday, May 30, 7:00 p.m.  

Our musical programs will be held in the Sanctuary , and we invite you to attend.  
 

OTHER MAY EVENTS  
 

Our parent - teacher conferences  are held in May and also our annual mud- sprinkler 

extravaganza . Anyone wishing to join us as we feel the warm, òsquishyó mud between 

our toes is more than welcome.  
 

HAPPY MOTHERõS DAY, moms! Our children will be singing a song to their moth-

ers and giving them a surprise gift.  
 

A big òThank Youó to everyone who came out and supported our dining out at 

Murilloõs in April. We so appreciate their support of our preschool program. Thanks to Miss 

Nicoleõs Family, who are now on a òfirst-nameó basis with the Easter Bunny! 
 

Another big òThank Youó goes to Don Stewart for being our òMr. Fix Itó (our well loved building 

needs lots of Band -Aids.  
 

As of this writing, our Family Fiesta  has not as yet taken place. It is scheduled 

for May 6 . There are several people I want to acknowledge for making this 

event possible. Thanks to Brenda Plitt and Lisa Ryburn for co -chairing this event. 

It is a big job, and they planned a fun and exciting fiesta party for our church 

and Preschool families. Additionally, thanks to Julie Nerland for providing our 

raffle prize, Oakland Aõs baseball tickets. 
 

Our Summer School Programs  begin on Monday, June 4 with our themes: òOff to Kin-
dergarten, The Wonder of Scienceó for our four and five year olds entering kinder-

garten, and òPreschoolõs Wonder of Scienceó for our preschool aged children.  
 

As we close this last newsletter of the school year, our staff wants to thank each of you  for 

the support that you give the Preschool!  
 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me."  Matthew 19:14.  

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 


