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Making Christian Disciples of All Nations:  at Bethany, in Vacaville, in Solano County and in the World  June  2007 

Call Meeting 
Sunday, June 3rd 

4:00 pm 
Sanctuary 

 

Agenda Item:   

Voting will be on existing slate of three candidates:   

 Rev. John Denninger, Rev. David Keil and  

 Rev. Ronald Youngdale 

òThe 

greatest 

gift I ever 

had came 

from God, 

and I call 

him Dad!ó   

    Anonymous         

Happy Father½s Day 
Sunday 

June 17th 
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Bethany Breezes 

BETHANY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH  

 

Rev. Bob Nicholus 
Interim Pastor 

 

Freida Nevills 
Church Administrative Assistant 

 

Julie Nerland 
Schools Principal 

 

Margaret Sanderson 
Preschool Director 

 

Mary -Betty Stevenson 
Music Director 

 

 

Bethany Church Council 
 

Mel Riggert, President 

Curt Johnston, Vice President 

David Bowman, Secretary 

David Grundmann, Treasurer 

Bill Denton 

Mike Kostka 

Mike McCall 

Shawn Sanborn 
 

 

Ministry Team Chairperson 
 

Ministerial Advisory .. Don Henrich 

School Advisory ........ Paul Cantrell 

Social Ministry ....................... Open 

Evangelism ................ Donna Wirth 

Fellowship........... Cathy Hesterman 

Parish Education ....... Ray Goodson 

Property .......................... Don Pabst 

Stewardship............................ Open 

Youth ......................... P.J. Goodson 
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ñInterim Ministry Timeò 
 

 Planning Is Important at  

Bethany Lutheran Church and School  
 

 During this òinterim time,ó I believe weõve come to 

appreciate that the folks of Bethany share a common faith 

and values, but  we also have different preferences and 

needs. 
 

For example, what do you think we should be doing . . .  

Reaching out to potential members or supporting current members? 

Improving our spiritual growth or addressing community needs? 

Emphasizing a youth ministry or energizing a senior ministry? 

Developing small sharing groups or increasing congregational activities? 

Working for change or encouraging stability? 

Worship at the school site or worship where we are? 
 

 Our òinterim timeó should be a òplanning timeó and planning is not 

about finding solutions or problem solving! Planning is having a pur-

poseful and meaningful conversation about who we are and what we 

believe is important.  
 

 During the òinterim time,ó letõs keep talk-

ing about our identity, purpose and future. Letõs keep 

working on a consensus and a commitment to act. 

This takes time!  Remember the story of òThe Exo-

dusó. The promised land for Godõs people was a dis-

tant, meaningful and future goal. The journey was a 

structured trip that included organizing tasks, assign-

ing responsibilities and making decisions.   
 

 I believe change occurs through meaningful conversations. Planning is 

all about making decisions through conversations. God bless Bethany 

Church and School in our òHoly Conversationsó! 

News . . .  
 Our Call to Pastor Buss 

 

 Pastor Buss called late Sunday, May 20
th
, 

and declined the Call to Bethany stating that he 
felt the Lord was calling him to stay at Immanuel, 
Belvidere, Illinois, to complete work that has been 
started there. During the Call, he prayed that the 

Lord would provide His worker to the Bethany ministry according 
to the Lordôs will and in His time. 
 The next Call Meeting will be June 3

rd
 at 4 pm. The exist-

ing slate of candidates (Pastors Denninger, Keil and Youngdale) 
will be voted on in the same manner as the first Call Meeting. 
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Senior High Youth Ministry 
Hew Hesterman  446-4562 

EVERYONE in this photo 
(the 2007 confirmation 
class) is officially invited 
to JOIN THE YOUTH 
Dwh¦tΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
YOU:  Zak, Trevor, Mur-
Ray, Charlotte, Lauryn, 
Amanda, Emma, Wil-
liam, Brandon, Keean, 
Tim, Emily, Joe, Jennifer, 
Nick, Kevan, Wyatt and 
Sean! 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀ 
fun-loving bunch and we 
would love to have you 
join us at our regular 
Sunday-evening gather-
ings (usually 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm) for dinner, dis-
cussion, games, prayer, etc. here at the church, or at any of our many activities that take place at a vari-
ety of times and places.    

 
LAKE TRIP:  Our next big Youth Group activity is a weekend trip to Lake Oro-
ville (June 22-24th).  We have reserved a remote group 
campground that is only accessible by BOAT. How cool is 
that? This will take some careful planning in the 
άǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘέ όǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǿƛƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
Joe Riggert!), so . . . please let me know soon if you think 

you can come! We expect to have an absolute BLAST water skiing, fishing and other 
water/camping related fun as we enjoy the company of good Christian friends!     
 

CAR OWNERS:  You may be a person who enjoyed driving a clean car after it 
was washed and vacuumed by the youth on Sunday, May 20thΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
any photos to share because, as of this writing, your cars are still dirty (this 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘύΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ LΩƳ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΗέ ŦƻǊ 
your support in our second-to-last fundraiser before 
our big trip to the National Youth Gathering in Or-
lando.   

        In His peace, Hew 
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June ó07 Issue 10:00 AMð11:00 AM Sunday Mornings 

Ages 3 to Adult 

Bethany Lutheran Sunday School 

Questions or comments? 

Renae Barrett (707) 469-7543 or (707) 372-5080 

queenofsleepn@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

Summer Sunday School will begin on August 5, 2007 at 10:00am.  We 

will be exploring activities that will prepare us for our coming Fall ses-

sion of 2007/2008. 

 

With the addition of more volunteers, we will be able to add additional 

days of Sunday School.  To volunteer, please call Renae Barrett. 

 

Due to circumstances beyond our con-

trol, there will be no Sunday School in 

June or July.  We will be having a 

short Summer School session during 

the month of August.  Thank you. 

 

 

Sometimes summer vacations and weekend getaways 

deter families from attending church.  Use this idea to 

help your kids learn they can worship God even when 

they canôt be at church. 

 

Take along worship CDs and a family devotional 

book on vacation.  On Sunday morning, spend time 

together listening and singing along to your favorite 

worship tunes.  Read a devotional and pray together, 

thanking God for the time your family shares in 

Godôs presence. 

 

Taking time to worship, even when your family is 

away from your church home, helps your kids learn to 

honor God anytime, anywhere. 

 

Copyright©2007 Group Publishing, Inc. 
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Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten 

Margaret Sanderson, Director 

Preschool Office 707 451-6678 

bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

June Preschool Praises  
 

Congratulations to Leta Kanagaki  

20 years at Bethany Preschool!  
òShe who is called to Teach.ó  

Thank you, Miss Leta! If you could only sense how important you are to the 

lives of the children you teach. We are proud of you for the times youõve said 

òyesó when all it meant was extra work for you and was seemingly helpful only 

to somebody else. Thank you, Miss Leta!  

 

 Our staff celebrated several occasions this school year:  The birthday of three babies - Nicole  

Jamisonõs Jordan and Kristin McCaffreyõs twins Ava and Luke; Rebecca Lucchese  received her Certificate 

of Achievement in Early Childhood Education.  
  

 We ended the year with a Flip/Flop party hosted by Christi Heizer .  
 

 We are so grateful to everyone who helped make our Fiesta  

Fundraiser a success !! Brenda Plitt  and Lisa Ryburn  were great co -chairs, and thanks to 

Thrivent for their donation. Special people make special schools.  

We thank God for our Bethany Preschool Teachers!  

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

òGod Is So Goodó 
Melody: God Is So Good (African Melody)  

 

   God is so good 

              God is so good. 

              God is so good 

              Heõs so good to me. 

 

This prayer song may also be used to  

express different themes. Sing these or 

compose your own: 
 

        He cares for meé 

        He gives me resté 

        He answers prayeré 

        He loves me soéé 

        He cheers my soulé  

  Unknown 
òGod and All His Things He Lovesó 

By Carina, 3 Year Old Preschool Class  

Trike - A- Thon 
 

The Early Kindergarten 

class participated in their 

annual Trike - A- Thon to 

benefit St. Judeõs Chil-

drenõs Hospital.  
 

With the help of their 

parents, they were able to 

raise $505!  
 

How wonderful that our 

children are learning to 

help others and serve the 

Lord!  


