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Acolyte Training Sunday, September 14 th 
12:30 pm in the Sanctuary  

Open to Boys & Girls Tall Enough to Light Candles 
 

Acolyte Sign Ups  
Call Kathy or Mateja Kibler at 451-4145 

Receiving of New Members  
Sunday, September 14th 

8:30 am Service  
Please welcome Jennifer Knutson, Angelina Milian,  

Mark & Christine Munsterman and Don & Lara Penny 
 

Reception in the Fellowship Hall following the Service 

September Schedule 
 

September 7
th
 Vacancy Pastor Bill Plath 

September 14
th
 Guest Pastor Richard Grammes 

September 21
st
 Guest Pastor Bob Fickenscher 

September 28
th
 Deacon Kris Schneider 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 On Sunday, August 31, I will be in-
stalled as your Vacancy Pastor. While I have 
had the privilege and pleasure of leading you in 

worship several times, we now will join together in a more formal way. 
I will be your primary Sunday morning 
worship leader and will arrange for qual-
ity worship leaders when I³m not able 
to be present. I will be on Church and 
School Campus every Wednesday, with a few 
exceptions. This will give more consistency to 
pastoral input and presence. 
 My wife Joy and I have been married for 46 years and have 
three children. Our three married children have blessed us with eight 

grandchildren. Joy is an R.N. who retired 
from operating room nursing two years ago. 
I retired as pastor of Greenhaven Lutheran 
Church in Sacramento in 2006 and have 
been active in interim and vacancy pastoral 
ministry since my retirement. 

 I look forward to my time of ministering to, with and for you. 
I have met with your staff leaders and am very pleased with the 
Christian character and quality they display. 
 My request is that you remain faithful and forceful in your 
Christ-centered calling. 
 My God bless our time together. 
 

   In Christ, 
    Pastor Bill Plath  
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Recent Events:  
 

Sometimes its amazing when you consider the variety of things that our Or-
chard Campus is used for . . . for example, this past Sunday evening the 
youth spent about an hour running around throwing things at each other. I 

should clarify that what they were throwing were water balloons; and 
although it was a windy afternoon, it was sup-
posed to have been a very hot afternoon. Never-

theless, everyone had a good time getting soaked 
and I«m fairly certain that we got all the little 
pieces of broken balloons, and even some other 
bits of trash, picked up before we left! 
 

The youth also assisted with this year«s Vacation 
Bible School that was held at the Ulatis Campus. 

They helped lead a variety of sessions including les-

sons, games, food, etc., and in general provided their 
youthful enthusiasm to the whole event. I«m sure the young VBS partici-
pants appreciated having them lead the week«s activities, and I«m also 

sure that their witness in volunteering their time and talent was no-
ticed by both the kids and their parents. Thank you team! 
 

Coming Up: 
 

On Sunday, August 24th, the youth were invited to a 

BBQ out at the Hesterman«s; and assuming the day 
won«t be too windy, they will have a chance to test 
out the new solar-heated hot tub. The tub is actually not at all ¬new­ . . just 

newly plumbed with copper collectors to take advantage of God«s wonderful 
creation; the sun! Hopefully we will be able to use it during the winter months as 
well . . . although I expect some may not want to get out of the tub when the air 
temperature is down in the 60s & 50s! 

 

The Youth Group has a car wash planned for Sunday, August 31. This will 
take place in the south parking lot just as we have done in the past. Do-
nations to help fund upcoming youth activities will be gladly accepted. 
 

If your car«s exterior needs cleaning, bring it by anytime from 8:10 
am through 12:30 pm. We will have crews staged and ready to clean 

the outside of your car while you worship. 

I suppose you could call this:  ¬Wash ªn 
Worship­, and our goal will be to have you smiling all the way home. 
 
   In His Peace;  

    Hew   

Watch 

out! 

Here we 

come ! 

 
The 

fight is 

on . . . 
ñJust smile. Pretend 

like weôre  watering 

the plants.ò 

VBS 

is fun! 
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 Vacation Bible School   Cheri Dickson  

THANK YOU to the following Adults  who 

helped with Power Lab VBS 2008:  Michele Al-

len, Amber Aweau, Wallace Aweau, Denise 

Cantrell, Dee Cole, Diane Conrad, Cathy Hes-

terman, Hew Hesterman, Coco Martinez, An-

drea Miller, Teresa Owens and Christy Schnei-

der. And to the following Teens, a big thank 

you:  Nicole Allen, Richele Allen, Shelby Barrett, 

Kelli Berryman, Charlotte Cantrell, Madison 

Cole, Alicia Dickson, Brianna Dickson, Eileen 

Fournier, Amanda Hesterman, Lauren Hester-

man, Brian Johnston, Tim Landis, Megan Landis, 

Nicholas Landis, Alexander Loewe, Kristin 

Loewe, PJ Martinez, Sarah San Nicolas, Savan-

nah San Nicolas, Jennifer Stevenson and Tay 
Stowe. 

Power Lab Vacation Bible School 2008 
Held at Bethany Lutheran School 

Sunday School Staff:  Director Pat 

Green; PreKindergarten Deanna 

Cole; Kindergarten Regina Brown; 

1st Grade Amber Aweau; 2nd Grade 

Theresa Owens, 3rd Grade Kim 

Hauckes & Tracy Murrin; 4th Grade 

A n d r e a  H o f f m a n- M i l l e r ;  

5th Grade Don Fortin & Frank Prim-

rose; 6th Grade Heather Helton & 

Nina Helton; 7th Grade Bill Sheehan 

& Diane Irby (Substitute Tara 

Strickland); Opening Session 

Christy Schneider; Attendance 

Helper Barbara Herman. 

 Sunday School             Pat Green  

Sunday, September 7th 
8:30 am & 11:15 am 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

September Preschool Praises  
 

 Introducing our new and returning Preschool teaching staff for the 

2008 - 09 school  year . Our new staff members are Rebecca Lucchese (her 

son will be our 2 nd generation student), Michele Guerra, Kristin Timberlake 

and Jenny Westrick. Our returning staff members are Julie Denton, Ellen 

DiMichele, Chris Doss, Lisa Dougherty, Christi Heizer, Pam Huseman, Nicole 

Jamison, Nancy Kaminski, Leta Kanagaki, Brenda Plitt, Lisa Ryburn and Irma 

Skarshaug. They are such a blessing to our Church, preschool and families, 

and they are eager to begin our Thirty - fifth Year !! Additionally, Kathy Hil-

denbrand will continue to help keep the Preschool Office running smoothly.  

 

 September  will find our preschool families becoming better ac-

quainted at several òICE CREAM SOCIALSó scheduled during the week of 

September 10 ð 20. In addition to enjoying ice cream sundaes, the staff, 

parents, siblings and preschoolers will enjoy such engaging activities as deco-

rating ping pong paddles and paddling to music. They will also have fun visit-

ing the classrooms as the children share with their families favorite things 

to do at school.  

 

It is always such a joy to watch our students attend Chapel Talks  at the 

very beginning of each school year. Some of our students will be learning 

about Jesus for the very first time! Chapel Talks are scheduled twice a 

month and include a Bible message and a childrenõs song of praise and prayer. 
 

Two little eyes to look to God;  

Two little ears to hear His word;  

Two little feet to walk in His ways;  

Two little lips to sing His praise;  

Two little hands to do His will;  

And one little heart to love Him still.  

Office 707 451-6678; bethanyprschool@pacbell.net 
Bethany Lutheran Preschool 

Margaret Sanderson, Director  
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

Office 707 451-6683; bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Just the Facts, Please 
 

 Someone recently relayed to me that people desire more to read 
things in list form than in prose. Therefore, I give you my article for this month 
as follows: 
 

1. ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭƭΦ 

όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ІмΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦύ 

2. ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 

όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ІнΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦύ 

3. God filled that need through His Son, Jesus Christ, and grows that gift 

in us via the Holy Spirit. 

όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ІоΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦύ 

4. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are One, the Triune God, the Trinity. 

όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ІпΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦύ 

5. Everything else is pretty much just a detail, but this list is all you really 

need. 

What if God responded to us in a similar way? We would go to Him 
with our hurts, our problems, our joys, our concerns, our happiness, 
ƻǳǊ ƎǊƛŜŦǎΧŀƴŘ IŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ άtƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜπ
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƭƛǎǘΦ hƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŀȅΗέ hǊ ƳŀȅōŜ IŜΩŘ ǎŀȅΣ 
άIŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ 
ŀōƛŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΦ hƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ŘŀȅΗέ 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦ /ƻƳŜΦ 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦέ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǳƳƳŀπ
ǊƛȊŜ Iƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ άōƛǘŜ-ǎƛȊŜέ ŎƘǳƴƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
do, He gave us His love letter in the Bible. Several people try to contain God in 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅπ
where around us. Several people try to contain God in boundaries, but God is 
infinite. Several people try to make God an item in a check-list format, but He 
is not a To-Do list. 

I see a lot of financially successful religious leaders on television who will 
give their motivational message or self-help talk (to sell their merchandise or 
get your sponsorship, all prayerfully done and Spirit led, of course) without 
making any mention of the Bible or God as anything other than a judging and 
vengeance-ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƎƻŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ L ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ 
²Ƙȅ Řƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ Iƛǎ ōƻƻƪΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊπ

ŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƭƛǎǘΗ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭƻǳǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƭƛǎǘΗ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƭƛǎǘΗ Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ /ǊŀŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ 

read. Have to blow the 
dust off the binding or 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΤ 
just consider that a re-
minder to read how 
God created us from 
the dust of the Earth 
and breathed life into 
us (Genesis 2:4-7) and 

does so 
even to-

day through 
the Holy Spirit 
(John 20:21-23 

and Acts 2:1-
4). Got 
questions 

about what 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΚ !ǎƪ 
ƳŜΦ LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
answer (no surprise), 
we can both learn to-
gether! 

There - I wrote my 

article for this month 

and before the dead-

line! (Gotta keep Freida 

happy!) I can scratch 

that one off my list. 

Have a great TODAY! 

Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    
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Presidentõs Report 
 

Thanks be to God for Bethany Ministries. As I reflect on where we are vs. weõve been 

the last couple of years, it is apparent that the Holy Spirit is guiding us. 
 

éòWhy, when I needed you most, you have not been there for me?ó The Lord replied, 

òThe times when you have seen only one set of footprints in the sand, is when I carried 

you.ó  from the poem òFootprints in the Sandó by Mary Stevenson 
 

These are extremely important words for us to hear. Not only is the Holy Spirit cur-

rently with us, He has been with us all along. We have certainly grieved the loss of Pastor Seto; we 

have struggled with our pastoral calls; we have been challenged by our debt burden; and we have 

been working hard to fill our school to capacity. Regardless, the Holy Spirit is right there with us, 

speaking lovingly and softly to us, coaching us when we feel we canõt make it, and carrying us when we 

feel like giving up. 
 

There are so many good things happening right now; it is amazing. Pastor Plath will be our Vacancy 

Pastor - how great is our God! Freida continues to be the face of our ministry and the glue that holds 

many things together. She does so much and is wonderful. We have an incredible school Principal and 

awesome school staff and we give thanks to God for the work of Kris and his team. God has blessed 

us with Cathy Mathews. Her hard work (and the actions of the previous Council) has set the stage to 

refinance our debt. This will provide needed operating cash for the coming year. We are also blessed 

by those who are serving on the Call Committee ð Katy Green, Paul Cantrell, Xanthia Warren, Don 

Henrich, Ed Willner, Hew Hesterman, Jerry Miller and Ron Shively. They are hard at work finding the 

Senior Pastor our Lord wants for us. And, we are blessed by each other. Through our gifts of time, 

talent and resources, we make the ministry of Bethany sing to the Lord. Regardless of our struggles, 

God is with us. Sometimes we think we are all alone, but it is in those times that He is actually carry-

ing us. 
 

At Council this month, we appointed Rick Martinez to Council, filling in for Bill Denton who resigned 

due to health concerns. We give thanks to God for Rickõs willingness to serve and pray for Billõs 

health. We have assembled a marketing team to help highlight all areas of our ministry. We are work-

ing on updating our Policy Manual which will be our guide under our Policy Governance model. As 

always, we reviewed our financials, enabling us to look for ways to better use our resources to bring 

others into a deeper personal relationship with our Lord and Savior. 
 

There is an item that I need to bring to your attention. At the last Congregational Meeting, we re-

viewed and approved the 2008-09 operating budget. One of the items in the budget was the alloca-

tion of $300,000 for debt reduction required to fund our bond. The previous Council had anticipated 

Growing to Serve Capital Campaign commitments of at least $825,000, providing the necessary funds 

to fund our bond while adding the necessary staff to grow our ministry. To date, we have commit-

ments of $508,000. While we are still reaching out to the approximately 130 families who have not 

responded to the campaign, this deficit will have to come, in the short term, at the expense of minis-

try. We will not be able to initially bring in all of the staff that we outlined in the Growing to Serve 

campaign. This is in contrast to what I presented during the campaign and want to make you aware of 

it.  
 

We are blessed in ministry. We are a strong community of faith, and with all that we do, we know 

the Holy Spirit is guiding and (sometimes) carrying us. - Charles 
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