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Voters Assembly  

Sunday  

October 5, 2008  

4:00 pm  

Sanctuary  

Note:  

Important! 

Agenda:  
 

Extending a Call 
to a Pastor 

 

Slate of Seven 
Candidates 
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I begin with a story òSquirrels in Churchó. 
 

 A small town had only three churches in it, but 

they all suffered with the same problem. You see, all 

three had a serious problem with squirrels getting into 

church. 

 Now each church, in its own fashion, had a 

meeting to deal with the problem. 

 The first church congregation decided that it 

was predestined that the squirrels be in the church and 

that they would just have to live with them. 

  The second church decided that they would deal with the squirrels 

lovingly. So they humanely trapped and released them in a park at the edge 

of town. However, in three days, they had all returned and were all back in 

the church. 

  The third church came up with the best solution. 

They voted the squirrels in as members. Now they only see 

them at Christmas and Easter. 

  The moral of the story is:  Donôt be a squirrel.  

Attend church regularly! 
 

 Thanks, Bill Sheehan, for bringing this story to my attention. 

 I wanted to write about church attendance this month so the story 

fits. 

 The last Breezes edition showed Bethany baptized membership at 

1,008. The average worship attendance of 261. That about 26%. The na-

tional percentage of church members attending worship is about 35%. My 

goal in pasturing a parish was to get to 50% of members attending. Letõs 

up the Bethany percentage, Friends. 

 You may have reasons for not attending. Put those reasons aside. 

God would have reasons to not attending to your needs, but He puts 

them aside and comes to you in His Word, Holy Communion, songs, 

prayer and Christian fellowship. We need to be close to God in worship 

and know God is close to us during each moment of the week. His 

promise in Deuteronomy 31:6 and Joshua 1:5, òI will never leave you nor 

forsake you,ó says the Lord. 

 Let us not be negligent in our spiritual responsibility. Read  

Psalm 95:1-7. Also, remember the Third Commandment. 

 Maybe Iõm preaching to the choir when I think about who is reading 

this article. Then let the choir preach to the people as we encourage, 

invite and extend a hand of fellowship to those who weõve missed seeing 

at worship. 

 As Vacancy Pastor, I will be leading worship most every Sunday and 

will do all within my God-given ability to have worship be relevant and 

meaningful. Could I ask you to do your part as a member of BLC and be 

present? 

    To God Be the Glory!   Pastor Bill 
 

Read Hebrews 10:23-25  
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Recent Events:  
 

For everyone who let the youth wash their car on August 31st; ñThank you very much!ò The activity 
produced $255 in donations; this will go a long way in helping to pay for the various things the youth 
have planned for this year. 
 
Recently a good friend (who has a real heart for youth) asked 
if I had any use for about 80 hand-sized nerf balls. You might 
wonder why anyone would own 80 nerf balls, but when 
working with youth, it always helps to have some unique re-
sources, think creatively and have just a touch of ñcrazyò 
mixed in (my friend knows me pretty well). ñNo problem 
here!ò Mix those 80 nerf balls in large room with a dozen 
youth and ñLet the games begin!ò  
 
 
Coming Up: 
 

Vb¤sb dlq ^ mobqqv crii p`ebarib mi^kkba clo qeb kbuq cbt tbbhp ^ka qeb a^qbp ^ka qfjbp s^ov colj 
lro obdri^o Rrka^v bsbkfkd jbbqfkd qfjbp- Sl ebim bsbovlkb hbbm q^_p+ ebob¤p ^ _ofbc lrqifkb lc te^q 
tb¤sb dlq mi^kkba9 

 
Sunday, September 28th the youth should bring their bicycles to the south parking 
lot at 5:00 pm- Vb¤ii _b q^hfkd qebj lsbo ql K^dllk U^iibv clo ^ c^ii qlro ^ka mf`kf`- 

We expect to return at 8:00 pm. 
 
Saturday, October 4th the youth will meet at 5:00 pm for a 
trip to the Woodland corn maze. Bring some cash for dinner 

at Sonic Burger and $12 for the corn maze. This is a great op-
portunity to bring friends! 

 
Sunday, October 5th there will be no youth group meeting! 

 
Thursday, October 9th (approximately 4:00 pm to 8:30 pméexact time still to be deter-
mined) the youth will meet at Andrews Park to work a shift in helping to build a new 
community playground. 
 
Sunday, October 12th there will be no youth group meeting; however; everyone is wel-
come to join the community in the grand opening of the new Great 

Wonders playground at Andrews Park! 
 
Sunday, October 19th 5:00 mj tb¤ii jbbq ^q Jofpqfk¤p elrpb clo ^ Llsfb Mfdeq-         

 
    In His Peace; Hew   
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 Sunday School    Pat Green, Coordinator  

October Sunday School Highlights  
 
Sunday School is off to a great start thanks to all the dedicated and loving 
teachers who have answered the call to share their love for God with all the 
children in our congregation and community.   
 

We have an exciting year planned which includes an opportunity to support Bethanyôs Social Ministry 
and Outreach to FISH, monthly puppet shows during Sunday School openings under the direction of 
Christy Schneider, weekly Sunday School Teacher Bible Studies (Wednesdays led by Christy Schneider) 
and special events which you will hear more about later.  
 

I have included our Sunday School Teacher Job Description and also a Church Member Job Description 
that I hope all of you all will consider.  
 

With Godôs guidance, I am looking forward to an eventful and blessed year. 
 

Pat Green 
Sunday School Coordinator 

Sunday School Teacher Job Description  
 
Definition:  

A Sunday School teacher works with a specific group 
of students as a guide, caregiver, instructor, mentor 
and leader as the group proceeds through growth in 
the study of Godôs Word. 
 
The teacher will:  

Pray regularly for their students  

Prepare to teach 

Grow in teaching skills 

Care for the students and their families  

Commit to a specific length of time for teaching 

(September ï June) 

Be an example in the study of scripture and per-

sonal devotion 

Share his or her faith with students, families and 

others 

Actively seek out new students 

 
Qualifications: 

Must have a love for children 

Must be a church member and regularly attend 

worship services 

Must have an interest and desire to communicate 

Godôs Word 
 
No teaching experience required.  Training provided. 

Church Memberôs Job Description 
 
The Church will: 

Pray regularly for the teachers 

Provide materials that are sound doctri-

nally and educationally 

Offer teacher training opportunities  

Minister to the teacher in all circumstances 

Commit to honoring teaching timetables 

Recognize, support and affirm the work of 

the teacher 

Constantly lift up the Sunday School 
as an important part of Christian edu-
cation and the churchôs ministry 

5th Grade Sunday School Class 
Teacher Frank Primrose 

Photo by D.H. Fortin 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanyprschool@pacbell.net 
Bethany Lutheran Preschool 

Margaret Sanderson, Director  

October Preschool Praises  
 

In September we had our 1st  Parent / Teacher 

Workshop on Core Knowledge. The Core Knowledge 

is a set of model guides describing fundamental 

competences and specific knowledge that, for 

children from three to five years of age, can pro-

vide a solid, coherent foundation for later learning 

in kindergarten and beyond. School Pictures were 

taken on September 24 & 25. Beautiful smiles!  
 

All classes will be celebrating the coming of fall 

and Godõs bountiful harvest as we enjoy òHarvest 

Partiesó on October 28 th  & 29 th . Our theme is 

òDown on the Farmó. 
 

Preschool will be closed October 30 th  and 31 st  

for Parent - Teacher Conferences . When meeting 

with the teachers, parents will learn about their 

childõs adjustment to school, as well as see the 

beginning stages of their childõs Developmental 

Portfolio. The portfolio is a òwork in progressó all 

 A Bed Time Prayer 

 

 Father we thank you for 

the night, 

 And for the pleasant morning 

light, 

For the rest and food and loving 

care, 

Help us to do the things we should, 

To be to others kind and good; 

In all we do and all we say, 

To grow more loving every day. 
 

(Unknown)  

year that follows each childõs growth and development, and our staff can really be commended for 

all the time and effort that goes into this process.  
 

Preschool Hugs to: Marv Braa for making our play yard look great; Mike Simmons for hooking up 

our sprinkler system (just in time for the heat wave), Everyone who donated wood for our wood-

working tables; A big thanks to our own óHandy Manó Don Stewart and to BLS PTO for donating 

the ice cream for our Socials. Thank you, Mr. Schneider.  
 

We are looking forward to our Chapel Talks with Pastor Bill and Miss Pat (Bethanyõs 

Sunday School Director).  
 

October is Fire Safety Month and the Fire Department will be pay-

ing us a visit.  
 

Since 1950, The California - Hawaii Elks Major Project, Inc. has spon-

sored a Preschool Vision Screening ; they will be here at our preschool on  

October 17 th  from 9 am ð 1 pm screening our preschoolers. It is estimated that one 

in every 20 children between the ages of 3 and 5 years of age has a vision problem. 

We thank them for this much needed service.  
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

Office 707 451-6683; bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    

Do You Really Read These? 
(a.k.a. Be a Barnabas) 

 

ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴ tŀǳƭ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΦέ  
Acts 28:15b 

  

 I just have to know - Řƻ ȅΩŀƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΚ L 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅΩŀƭƭ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ aƻǊŜ 
than that, I appreciate those of you who give feedback to those of us who 
spend time writing them in such a way that we edify one another so that God 
may be given glory. I especially appreciate the kind words I have 
received from several of you who have enjoyed what I have written. 
 But, am I alone? What I mean is, am I the only one hearing 
positives about what I wrote? To make sure I am not, I am going to 
make sure I read EVERY part of the newsletter and thank those who 
do submit information. I am going to thank Freida for doing such a 
wonderful job of assembling all of this into a very presentable and 
professional format. And I am going to ask you to do the same! 
 Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ άŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ 
ǿǊƻƴƎΦέ hƴŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ƘŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ 
negative, when he inadvertently put in the Baptist version of a popular Chris-
ǘƛŀƴ ƘȅƳƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƘŀǘ L 
ǿǊƻǘŜΚέ L ƪƴƻǿ ŀ Ǝǳȅ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŦƻǊπ
getting someone and having them get angry with him. See that? His fear kept 
him from edifying. 
 Well, no more shall we be afraid of forgetting someone. No more shall 
we let fear or sin or sorrow shame us into not being thankful. Go! Thank the 
people in this congregation who are leading ministries. Thank the Council for 
their leadership. Thank the Sunday School ministry team for faithfully meeting 
on Wednesday evenings to review and prepare for the upcoming lesson by de-
voting themselves through mutual encouragement in Bible study. Thank the 
folders who put together and fold every bulletin for every Sunday. Thank the 
organists for leading us in worshipping with our voices. Thank the people who 

Řƻ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 
nurturing our youth. Thank the countless others I am not pur-
posely omitting. (I only get so much space, you know.) 

 Let us all be like Paul 
who sees these people 

and the results 
of their work and 

thank God for 
them! Let us 
e n c o u r a g e 
them and 
pray that we 
may be as 
much a bless-
ing to them as 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΗ {ƛƴΩǎ ŘŜπ
ceitfulness shows up in 
negative comments and 
by not saying a word of 
encouragement. Let us 
hold each other up in 
prayer so we may defend 
against that sin with the 
full armor of God. 
 

ά.ǳǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴπ

other daily, as long as it 

is called Today, so that 

none of you may be 

hardened by sin's deceit-

ŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦέ  

Hebrews 

3:13 
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