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Bursting Forth with Blooms of New Life
i
A few April showers should help in bringing the
May flowers, although there are plenty of beautiful flqw-
ers already in bloom. Spring is the bursting forth of TW
t

THOUGHTSIife as evidenced with h e
ut

FROM THE brating new life is what the Easter message is all aéd

HE'R because He lives, we live! Alleluia!

What a joy to take the journey from Ash Wednesday to Easfer
with the parade of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter included. Without the cross, there is no crown of victory! We
have the victory though our Lojd
Alleluia!

Now, as Easter people, we are to live the new life God has gjven
and burst forth in the newness of life, Our sermon series for these rjext
seven weeks is based on the lessons from the biblical book of Acts.JEach
lesson calls our attention to another opportunity to live as Easter peo-
ple.

During this Easter season, we will focus also on our directiof of
ministry here at Bethany. Taking into consideration the informajion
gleaned from the Cottage Meetings of 2008 and with our future before
us, we wi || di scover how as Ealst e
into a new era. This will culminate on May*3ithe Day of Pentecost.

Spiritfilled and Spirited we will recommit ourselves to Jesyis
Christ and to the fellowship of Believers we call Bethany Luthgran
Church. Everyone will be given the opportunity and privilege to confess
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and to make a significant differepice in
Bethany Lutheran Ministries by committing time, talents and fingncial
resources for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, declaring our pone-
ness in Him and our unity of purpose in ministry.

During these next seven weeks, new Cottage Meetings wil| be
offered for the purpose of Pastor Vern and Debby getting acquaifted
with Bethany members and for Pastor Vern to share his vision for Beth-
anyds ministry. This is all/l in|l pr
May 32

0Bl oom where you are plantgdod
years ago. God has placed us here at Bethany to be bursting forthjwith
blooms of new life because of what God has done! Alleluia! Called forth
by the Spirit into faith and led by the Spirit into ministry, we, who hfave
been showered by Godods | ov®lorsaffow
service and ministry God has prepared for us to do. We are Easter peo-
ple and Alleluia is our Easter song of praise today and forever with fa vi-
sion for our future. God bless Bethany! God bless us all!
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Senior High Youth High School thru College

4464562 or hjhesterman@aol.co YOUth M I niStri es

Hew Hesterman
Recent Events: ‘

tian youth. Seven Bethany youth were among them (pl-v.--

"l rkpbilop J~qv Fobbk ~ki ~lgefp
fiAcquire the Fire tour; a youthdirected blend of wor-

ship, testimony, learning and Christian music. As with |

vbrormp bsbkqg+ fqg "~ e”iibkgt eb vl

in some cases, had never seen so many Christians ga
ered together in one place. Although the tickets were a*== o 2 S
bit more costly this year ($67 each) we saved the dlfference on Iunch by emulatlng what we obsg¢rved
many other groups do last ye@r namely bafbe-que in the parking lot.

» Easter Sunday was a challenge for me this year as | wanted to par-
ticipate in the sunrise service held at the Ulatis campus; but at the
same time, the youth needed to prepare an unknown quantity o
‘@ their traditional Easter Sunday breakfast for those who we hopefl
g Would come on over to the Orchard Campus for breakfast after
the sunrise service. The fisine sunrise service (at the Ulatis cang-
pus) was well attended and we definitely noticed a
significant increase in breakfast consumption before
the 8:30 service!

-

Many thanks are due to Michelle Offermann, Michele Allen, PJ an

Ray Goodson and Katy Green for helping to keep the kitchen hum-
ming while | t"p _rpv _iltfkd jv Itklelok
would play pljbl kb bipbep elok tlrfja vl

againto Carole " - and Cathy who prepared the bacon and sausage in
advance. The meat must have been quitegéod e bob t *pkeqg ~kv ibcqg Jv ¢
youth also surprised Pastor Vern with their netraditional, monstepp f wba+ O~ pgl o g m~
Vern was able to easomeofthe 18f k “' e af *jbgbo m~k ~hb+ _rqgq tjb 7
pect him to eat it all.

On the beautiful Sunday afternoon of April®,@he Youth Group enjoyed some countstyle fun out
"q geb Gbpqgboj *"kpae tefib dbgqgfkd ql hklt pblsbo”i
become an annual event intended to encourage the confirmation class as they complete their studies

and begin integrating them into thaYouth Groum! We enjoyed all sorts of actlve games relaxmg in

the shade and, of course, cooking over an open fire. Pastor and Del. -

were able to join us and we found out that they are quite experlence(a,- &
pejl ob j~hbop! Cbjl kpgo”~rgf kd m/ps
marshmallows to a perfect golden brown. This patience and skill waSFEg
diametrically opposed to the hot dogs and marshmalloisooked to a
mbocb q "I Mi i~ h _v nrfqgb 7
have time to work on those skills at the upcomlng beiat camping trip
we have planned for midJune!

In His Peace; Hew

C More photos on page 4
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May Dates to Remember

May 10"  Bring your Mom to Sunday School (9:301:00 am)
May 31 Last Day of Regular Sunday School

June 7 ~Sundae- School |-t1e00am € a .
In the Fellowship Hall
June 14" Summer Sunday School Beghsl h e me : - Wt

Characters in the Bible

Come be a part of what O]s

Tarzan? ’{,‘
or 'l’-.
Jane? - *

Does this truck run? April 18
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten

Office 707 4516678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.ng Bethany LUtheran P res

Margaret Sanderson, Director

May Preschool Praises

Our Spring Musical Program Schedule:

Mon./Wed./Fri. Afternoon Classes | Monday, May 18, 7:00 p.m.
Tues./Thurs. Afternoon Classes i Tuesday, May 19, 7:00 p.m.
Mon./Wed./Fri. Morning Classes i Wednesday, May 20, 7:00 p.m.
Tues./Thurs. Morning Classes T Thursday, May 21, 7:00 p.m.
Early Kindergarten i Wednesday, May 27, 7:00 p.m.

Preschool / Extended Care i Tuesday, May 28, 7:00 p.m.

Our musical programs will be held in the Sanctuary, and we invite you
to attend.

OTHER MAY EVENTS

Our Parent-Teacher Conferences are held in May and also our Annual
Mud-Sprinkler Extravaganza. Anyone wishing to join us as we feel
the warm, "squishy" mud between our toes is more than welcome.

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY - Honoring, Moms! Our children will
be singing a song to their mothers and giving them a surprise
gift.

A big "Thank You" to everyone who came out and supported

our dining out at Murillo's in April. We received 20% of the pro-
ceeds. We so appreciate their support of our Preschool program.
Thanks to Justin Jamison ( Mi ss Ni col eds hubbi
ues to be on a "first-name" basis with the Easter Bunny.

S 22

Our Summer School Programs begin on 'S
Monday, June 8 with our theme: Z“f
AiDown by tg&

As we close this last newsletter of the school year, our staff wants to
thank each of you for the support that you give the Preschool!
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me...." Matthew 19:14.

Visit us on the web atww.bethanylutheranpreschool.com
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Kincergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care
B eth any L Uth eran S c h ' Oirice 707 4516683; bethanyschool@pacbell.net

Kris Schneider, Principal 1011 Ulatis Drive 95687

A Red Carpet Affair

Are you ready to feel like a star? Come take a walk on the
carpet, at. S i K I YAnal Dimner Auctiorn ! wS R
I ¥ T I TheNdbst exciting event yet!

¢CKAA &SI NQRa S gUatis Conriurfity 6 S
Center, Saturday, May 2, 2009, at 4:30 p@all now to
reserve your seats (453683 ext#15). Tickets are $45.00 a
person. Invite your family and friends; all are welcome!

Dinner will be catered by Anderson Family BBQ and will be
delicious! Do not miss it; this is the biggest fundraiser of thg
year for the school.
If you cannot come and enjoy the event, you can show your
support by donating to the auction in many ways:

Gift cards, monetary gifts and so much more.

If you have any questions or donations, please call Amber
Aweau at 4517730.

I'yQli ¢l Al G2 aSS @&2dz aF j

Visit us on the web atww.gobethany.com
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Last summer, the congregation approved a bud

penses, leaving a $300,000 deficit. The bud
assumed the $300,000 shortfall would be made|
with funds from the Capital Campaign. It also &
sumed the debt refinancing initiative would &
completed in August of 2008.

In my December newsletter article, | noted Cou
cil was projecting a budget shortfall of near
$360,000 for the 2008009 year and were ac
tively taking steps to address the issues. After
viewing the budget, we froze all spending at pt
vious yearodos | evel s
discretionary budgetary items from t
budget. We also quickly worke
through the remaining issues pr,
venting us from refinancing o
debt, understanding criticality i
our overall fiscal health.

Taking us to current, the first eig
months of this year we have had
positive cash flow (our income e
ceeded our expenses), but in the

couple of months, due to the cyclical
payment schedule of school tuition payments g
a decline in overall church giving, we started
dip into reserves to make up for an income shq
fall.

t

To get us back on solid fiscal footing, the follow
ing steps are being taken:

1. School Enrolimenti Pastor and the Counci
are working on a two year plan to quickly increa
our school capacity and to increase school enr
ment. Increasing teacher/student ratios and utili
tion of the Warren House are being considered
quickly allow more students to attend the pr
school for next year.

2. Member School Discountsi School dis-

counts for Bethany members and staff are be
revised.

giving is off $120,000 from budget. This may HQ
caused by many factors, such as the slowdowr

with income of $2.19 million against $2.49 in ex-

3. Member Giving i So far this year, membey

" President ds
jethe economy, but this is a significant issue.
upupport our ongoing ministry, it requires our
s-nancial support. We certainly live in unsure e
enomic times, but 1 Timothy 6:17 reminds
filnstruct those who are rich in this present wo
not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the
n-certainty of riches, but on God, who richly st
y plies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them
- do good, to be rich in good works, to be gener
reand ready to share, storing up for themselvesjthe
edreasure of a good foundation for the future,|so
\Wethatr tteeynmay ¢alle had df thah which is ljfe
i n d e@od bas certainly provided fqr
us and wants us to cheerfully giye
out of gratitude for all He hapg
given us.
4. Expense Reductioni If our
income does not support the curr
expenses allocated to our school {nd
church, we will be required to elim
nate costs to align our budget with qur
income. We are currently in the buddet
cycle for the 20022010 fiscal year and this |s
one of the areas we are looking at.

To
Ifi-
CO-
S,
ld
IN-
p_
to
DUS

nt

nd
toThe Council believes that we will make it through
rtthe current fiscal year through utilization of qur
reserves, but the situation is clearly not sustpin-
able. We understand we are not immune fromjthe
- pressures affecting the overall economy, butjwe
also believe we have a lot in our control. We hjave
taken on a lot of additional expenses over the past
couple of years through the school expansjon,
S€vhile at the same time losing membership. Ak a
Plitouncil and Operating Team, we are focused on
Ztagwse items to bring us back to fiscal health.
E-During these times, | ask that you continue to dive
generously and to be an active part of our mifis-
try. God has a great plan for Bethany and | {eel
NYlessed to be part of it.

God Bless You!

€ Charles
nin

Re
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Parish Education Ray Goodson Where Was The Garden Of Eden?

Many theories abound on the location, we can look first to Bible verses in Genesis:

"Now The Lord had T ‘%f—;”
iyt

planted a garden in the
east, in Eden; and there
He put the man He had
formed. And The Lord
God made all kinds of
trees grow out of the
ground - trees that were
pleasing to the eye and
good for food. In the mid-

o - Damascus :
ey Euphrates
Fiver

dle of the garden were rael

the tree of life and the  Eelmm l
tree of the knowledge of | ertzalem %r::;i”

good and evil. A river wa-

tering the garden flowed inzi . .

from Eden, and from \ I D::x_e;ﬂ;_sctamw
there it divided. It had

four headstreams. The name of the first is the Pishon. It winds through the entire land of
Havilah, where there is gold. The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also
there. The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. The
name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Asshur. And the fourth river is
t he Eup liGeresie284)6

The land of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers is today in-leatand rich in places related to events of

Bible history. There have been a few modelay searches for the Garden of Eden, with no substar

tial proof found. This, of course, is quite natural and understandable after so long. Time, howeve
not the only factor- there is also a matter of a certain great Flood
that occurred during the time of Noah that obliterated the entire
region, including the Garden. The flood is also the likely reason th
the Pishon and Gihon Rivers that also flowed out of Eden are no

longer existent only the Tigris and Euphrates were apparently wicr

and deep enough to take the great amount of flood sediment with
being filled and lost.

The origin of the term "Eden", which in Hebrew

means "delight”, may lie with the woedliny

which itself derives from the Sumerian term
EDIN. The Sumerian term means steppe, plain, desert or wilderness, so the con-
nection between the wordsnaybe coincidental. This word is known to have been
used by the Sumerians to refer to the arid lands west of the Euphrates. Southern
Iraq, therefore, is the most logical location. My research has led me to other loca-
tions such as the Island of Cyprus near Turkey and in the Mountains of Iran.

I, is

At

ut
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Edinu&action=edit&redlink=1
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