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Midweek Lenten Worship 
 

Every Wednesday at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
with Pastor Vern Oestmann 

 

March 4th  ºSaul:  The King Who Fell from Grace» 
March 11th  ºSolomon:  The King Who Had Everything» 
March 18th  ºAhab:  The King Whose Repentance Was 
  Too Little, Too Late» 
March 25th  ºZedekiah:  The King Who Turned Out the 
  Lights» 
April 1st ºHerod:  The King Who Couldn½t Kill Jesus» 
 

(Childcare available) 
 

Lenten Dinners 
Enjoy a ºcome as you are» meal for the whole family  

at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
Donation of $3/person or $10/family. 

LentenLentenLenten   
ServicesServicesServices   
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Fellowship ........... Cathy Hesterman 
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Properties .................... Rick Dwelle 

Stewardship ............................ Open 

Youth .......................... P.J. Goodson 

Lent ς A season of meditation  
and reflection on the life of Jesus  

as He faces death. 
 
Beginning with Ash Wednesday, February 
25th, the church observes this season of 
Lent as a time to reflect on the purpose 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴΣ ƛƴǘƻ 
the world and to meditate upon His pas-
sion for people, all people of every color, 
tribe, race and culture. 

 
Often, people observe Lent by giving up something 
for the season (ex. eating chocolate). However, 
because Lent really means spring, a time for new 
beginnings, try starting something new in your 
relationship with God, reading a portion of 
scripture each day; beginning and ending your 
day in prayer; taking 5 minutes each day to wish 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΤ ƻǊ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ  
Bible Study; or take a walk with God each day by 
reading a psalm and then as you walk, meditate 
on its meaning for your life that day. 
 
This Lent, during our Midweek services, we will be focusing on differ-
ent Bible Characters and their relationship with God. On the Sundays 
in Lent we will meditate on Jesus and his ministry during the last 
weeks and days of his life. 
 

Pray, praise and give thanks during this season of 
Lent for what God has done through Jesus our 
Savior. Observe this season by being in prayer, 
worshipping God and offering thanksgiving in 
special ways that will draw you into a closer  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
I look forward to taking this journey of faith with 
you and being in the holy presence of our loving 

God. 
 
 Pastor Vern 
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Recent Events:  
 
Seb Xlrqe Folrm¤p qefoa ^kkr^i U^ibkqfkbp Cfkkbo 
was a great success from what I can telléand 
many, many thanks are due to all who supported 
this fun event with their 
assistance in decorating 
the hall, the donation of 
beautiful gifts for the 
drawing, sharing musical 
talent, helping with clean 
up and the incredible 
Cathy and Carol who 
double-handedly prepared the most delicious tri-tip, 
garlic mashed potatoes, green beans, salads and 
variety of desserts. WOW! Thank you, Thank you, 
Thank you! 
 

This year we had a full tank of Helium to lift the bal-
illkp ^ka pqob^jbop efde ^_lsb qeb afkbop¤ eb^ap 
(not Nitrogen like last year!) and the corsages and 
table decorations were readied with great care. 
 
After the food was consumed, and the gifts baskets 
gathered, the sound of laughter and singing voices 
became only an echo in the halls. Dinner guests 
gathered their coats and the table candles were 
ceremoniously blown out one by one. Then, the 
ANIMALS came outé.yes, that very same group 
of delightful young wait staff as is shown in the 
photo above, transformed into something elseé
See what I mean? 
 
 

 

Coming Up: 
 
The senior youth are preparing for a number of activities in the 
coming months:  BBQ/bonfire welcome for the 2009 confir-
mands, a bowling night, and attendance at the Christian youth 
retreat in Sacramento, ñAcquire the Fireò scheduled for April 4th. 
 
  In His Peace; Hew   
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Sunday School  

Multigenerational Event  

March 22, 2009 

10:00 · 11:00 am 

Fellowship Hall  

Our offering for the day will be to 
fill FISH Easter Baskets. The Sun-
day School Staff will be providing 
40 to 50 Easter baskets filled with 
artificial grass.   
 
We would like everyone else to pro-
vide one or more of the following: 
 

Energy bars, trail mix, fresh fruit, 
canned fruit or small fruit cups, 
licorice, crackers with cheese or 
peanut butter, fruit juice boxes or 
stuffed animals. 

Everyone is invited to join us ð 
families young and old. Please 
donõt miss this special time to-
gether with your church family! 
 

Puppet Show 

Childrenõs Song 

Family Activity 

Sample Foods Eaten in Bible 
Times 

Sunday School Director, Pat Green 

made me laugh every day! 
Brenda and Chris ð For starting and nurturing our Full Day Preschool Program and giving 
the children so many fun òóhands-onó experiences! 
Nancy and Nicole ð For establishing our successful Early Kindergarten Program and finding 
joy in each childõs accomplishments! 
Leta ð For teaching both my grandchildren and being an awesome Carnival  
Organizer for more years than I can count!  

Christi ð For the memorable photo and slide shows that made us all laugh and cry!  
To the entire dedicated teaching staff , who continue to be committed to Excellence in 
Early Childhood Education ð CONTRATULATIONS AND BIG PRESHCOOL HUGS TO 
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU! ó 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanyprschool@pacbell.net 
Bethany Lutheran Preschool 

Margaret Sanderson, Director  

March  will find preschool celebrating spring by making kites , celebrating 

St. Patrickõs Day and the Lent season  as we prepare for Easter.  
 

Our school will close on Monday, March 23 rd  so that our staff may  

attend the ACSI (Association of Christian Schools International) Confer-

ence in Sacramento titled òIrrepressible: Joy, Hope and Childrenó. We 

join the conference for inspiration, training, connection and renewal. We 

are proud to announce that our own teachers Miss Leta and Miss Lisa D. 

will be presenting a workshop on music to the conference attendees. We thank them 

for sharing their talents with our fellow early childhood professionals.  
 

Elks Preschool Vision Screening :  March 25 th  and 26 th . It has been estimated that 

one in every 20 children between the ages of 3 and 5 years has a vision problem. We 

are so blessed to have this free vision screening for our preschoolers. Thank 

you, Elks Club, for financially supporting this program for children.  
 

Looking back :  A message from Miss Claudia on our fabulous 35 th  Celebration.  
 

òBlessing and Love to all of you! 
 

I am with you in spirit, and thanking God for the children and families that have 
blessed my life these past thirty -some years. Oh the memories I have ð of mud 
days, chapel talks, childrenõs laughter, carnivals, staff retreats, musical programs, 

slide show and friendship that will last a lifetime! My retirement party was truly amazing as is the 
inspiring person who took my place. Of course, I am talking about Miss Margaret . (Is she blushing 
right now??) Miss Margaret is a person I could always count on ð a dedicated teacher of three year 
olds for twenty -five years and a remarkable Assistant Director. God truly blessed my ministry at 

Bethany when Margaret entered my life!  
 

Other awesome people whom I must congratulate  are:  
 

Betty Wiley ð Whose vision to start a preschool became a wonderful reality for all of 
us! 

Cyndie Brick ð Who gave countless hours of time as our Board Chair and whose support 
was unwavering! 

Pastor Les Seto ð A truly humble, kind and gentle man of God, who blessed the lives of children,  
families and staff the fifteen years he served Bethany.  
Kathy Hildenbrand ð Who made communications that left our office look professional, 
greeted everyone who entered our office with a smile and kept our waiting list  
organized! 
Carmen Stitt ð Our first Kindergarten teacher, who got us off to a brilliant start and 

(Continued on page 4) 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

Office 707 451-6683; bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    

It is March, and things are keeping us busy at the grade school! You are more 

than welcome to come on over and see whatõs going on over here on Ulatis 

Drive. Just give us a call so we can make sure you come at a time where we 

can give you a tour, answer questions, etc. (451-6683) 
 

Following are some highlights from the month of February: 
 

Seven students ranging in grades from 3 to 8 represented 

the grade school at the recent, city-wide spelling bee in the divi-

sions of grades 3-6 and 7-8. Best finishes went to Harrison Pas-

chal, grade 5, who finished in 7th place out of 45 and P.J. Mar-

tinez, grade 7, who finished in 3rd place out of 18. Both Harri-

son and P.J. are also members of BLC. 

BLS has requested and been granted a delay in its initial WASC visit due to a 

good portion of students being on a field trip on the originally scheduled date. 

The school held its annual D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything And 

Read) Day on February 27. D.E.A.R. Day is a day full of 

casual and relaxed reading where members from the 

community come to read to the kids while explaining the 

importance of a healthy habit of reading. We were fortu-

nate enough to have a California Highway Patrol helicop-

ter land on the large field; thanks to a parent who is a CHP Officer. Students 

were able to see the helicopter up close, get in it, ask the pilots questions and 

just enjoy the òcooló factor of it all! 

The Church Council has chosen to NOT RAISE TUITION for the 2009-2010 

school year in response to the economic difficulties being felt by so many. Our 

focus is going to be on increasing our student population while retaining the 

quality and atmosphere we have come to nurture and enjoy. 

Following are some comments about our grade school that were gleaned from 

a survey of all of the school parents: 
òI feel that Bethany offers a little bit of everything when it comes to my childrenõs 
education, their beliefs in the Lord and their sense of respect and comfort. Because 
this school is so small, I feel that my child(ren) will not fall through the cracks in the 

educational system, and to me that is very important.ó 

òThe whole environment. When we were trying to decide on a school, we checked 
out our public school and various private schools. The minute we walked into Beth-

any, it felt right. Very welcoming, nurturing, safe and happy. All that, coupled with an 
excellent academic program and smaller class size, made Bethany the right choice.ó 

 
We are very thankful of all the positive responses we received and look forward 

to continuing our improvement for the children and this community! 

California Superintendent of Public Education Jack OõConnell recently gave a 

speech where he made the following comments: 
òBeyond the immediate crisis and even more alarming to me is the long-term future 

of our common education system. If we continue down the road we  are on, our 
public schools and our state itself face certain, perhaps irreparable, damage.ó 

 

òWe gather at a mo-

ment of great uncer-

tainty. But I want you to 

know that I stand before 

you today hopeful. 

Hopeful for the future of 

our country, hopeful for 

California, and hopeful 

for our public schools, 

even at this difficult 

time.ó 
 

The need for the quality 

education that Bethany 

offers is especially criti-

cal at times like now. Itõs 

an education of excel-

lence and relevance that 

is built on the solid 

foundation of an un-

changing and loving God. 

As he spoke of hope, I 

could only think of our 

theme for the year that 

God is H.O.P.E. (Holy-

O n e - P o w e r f u l-

Everlasting). We look to 

the future with hope, 

knowing that Godõs 

strength is made all-the-

more powerful in our 

weakness! 

Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 
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He Answers 
 
It is amazing how foresight can be so cloudy and hindsight can be so 
clear. As I sit reflecting on the events of the past several months, one 
thing continues to come to mind, ñGod is the great providerò. We doubt, 
we fret, we fear, but as long as we pray and believe, He provides. 
 

ñAsk and it will be given to you, seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you.ò (Luke 11:9). 

 
Pastor Vern is now the leader of our flock. He is the answer to our prayers. I truly 
believe God picked him long before we began to contemplate a call. Over the 

course of the past couple of years, He was preparing, guiding, and 
growing us to be ready for this day. A master gardener knows to throw 

seed once the ground is tilled, to water and fertilize the right amount and to harvest 
once the fruit is ripe. Neither the seed, nor the soil, nor water can produce fruit 
independently, but the master gardener knows how to use them in combina-
tion, applying the right amount of each at the right time with the right amount of 
sunshine to produce abundant fruit. He knows and follows the master plan. 
 

God has a plan for us, and I believe it is a BIG plan. As a congregation, we are 
called to nurture each person into an active, personal relationship with our Lord 
and Savior. God set that mission upon us and is calling us to reach out into the 
community we serve and bring the lost, the lonely and the needy to Him. He 
calls us to be active, not passive, to be loving, not harsh, to be a servant, not self-
serving. He knows us and will grow us to be everything He wants us to be. 
 
Likewise, we canôt fall back into our old habits. We are not the same congregation as we were 
two years ago. We are stronger now. We know that we must continue to be strong lay ser-
vants. We must not expect the pastor to do everything. We must be mindful of his guidance 
and be ready to be ready to do the work to accomplish Godôs mission. 
 
In the coming weeks, you will get the chance to meet Pastor Vern and Debby in a series of 
cottage meetings. The meetings are intended to be a way for us to meet the Oestmanns in a 
close, informal way. The MAT is currently organizing these events and will be asking for hosts 
for them. At the present time, the mitigating factor is Lent and Easter, but look for the cottage 
meetings soon. 
 
In the past couple of months, my prayers have changed. I now pray that God opens our 
hearts to be unfettered, faithful servants. I pray that He allows us to discover the 
gifts that He has given us and He removes the barriers that we establish in  
using them. And, I pray that He puts the lost sheep in our path and softens 
our heart to minister to them when called. He answers. He answers indeed. 
 
  God Bless You! 
  Charles 

ReportReportReport   


