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Undergiound Church

Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 26
Thru Thursday, July"30
5:30 to 8:30 pm
Ages Kindergarten through@rade
(Adult Bible Study, too!)
621 South Orchard Avenue
Vacaville
4516675

You can register as a participant or volunteer at
the following link:
http://www.groupvbs.com/webtoybox/

July 2009
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myvbs/bethanylutheran2009
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BETHANY LUTHERAN
CHURCH AND SCHOOLS

Rev. Vernon Oestmann
Senior Pastor

Paula Rush
Church Administrative Assistant

Kris Schneider
Deacon/Schools Principal

Margaret Sanderson
Preschool Director

Cathy Mathews
Business Administrator

Bethany Church Council

Officers to be Elected By Council
7/15/09

Charles Allen
Roger Anderson
Ray Goodson
David Grundmann
Rick Martinez
Jacque MccCall
Cindy Miller
Don Miller
Jeff Strickland

Ministry Team Chairperson

Ministerial Advisory....Jerry Miller
School Advisory....... Donna Wirth
Social Ministry.......Lynn Holbrook

Outreach.................. Donna Wirth
Fellowship.......... Cathy Hesterman
Parish Education.....Ray Goodson
Properties................. Rick Dwelle
Stewardship........ccceveeeeeeeee. Open

Youth.......cooeevvnneennn. P.J. Goodson

Terrific Independence

e N e UR ing forth with lots of fireworks. Firework displays
GPﬂST@Rg are always an inviting sight and thrill for people df
rasaran e soes all ages. Watching to see what the next dramatic
display of colorful arrays that will fill the sky and the loud booms that

ﬂGW@RD Since June was Obustino

echo through the air are an evleni

land fireworks are exploded for the thrill and excitement in memory
of our nationds independence.

Picnics and gatherings throughout the summer months are a welcome

retreat, School is out and vacation plans are put into action. Lots of
weekend activities to just get away.

The church has a terrific independence display that is before every
worshipperd the empty cross where Jesus bore the sin of all peoplq.
The blood that flowed down was the only colorful display on that
cross. But, it marked an independence that lasts for eternity.

retreat from their weekly struggles with sin, death, and the devil in
order to find peace, forgiveness, joy, and life. It all comes through t
|l ove of God that is proclai med

Family of God members gather around the Table of the Lord as the{
e

ev

Dondt neglect God this summer Jas
ings and good times. Make worship the regular part of your summejf
celebration. Jesus said, ol an
Have a great summer!

Healing Servicewil be offered July 12th after the

11:15 service starting at 12:30 in the Sanctuary. This service
for prayers of healingby those facing surgeries, recovering

etc.

and the anointing with oil for anyone who comes and requess

healing.

Members, who want to pray for fellow members, are welcomge
to attend.

S

Pastor Vern will lead this service of prayer, laying on of handgs,

t h

from surgeries, illnesses, peace of mind, overcoming addictipns,
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Kinclergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care
Bethany LUtheran SCh ' Ortice 707 4516683; bethanyschool@pacbell.net

Kris Schneider, Principal 1011 Ulatis Drive 95687

My Favorite Bethany Memory...

AMy favorite memory from BLS would probably be g@ing t

woul d be t hikliketDongtht r ope. O

il remember going to Semper vi"grade sremember cleamingiumtige Bathahyg t o f

Church. | remember going over to Alamo on Fun Field Day'ig5 ade and p | aiyTayogFielo mbf e t a
AWhen | went to Wolf Mount ai fiVerooicailGonmates o ut campin1 i snb
AMemories | have at BLS are going to Wolf Mountaijn and
i Kendahl Hawkins

AOne of my best memories is when | met Austin, whlo has
when a group of wus went to Washington, D. Cibevannd f when
Hickey

Al remember all the fun memor i e"gradeto etdmgmypurnep®d hangy, fr
remember getting Studeaof-the-Month and going to Wolf Mountain. | also remember going to chapel and singirjg

along to the music. | loved the school dances; | danced with my friends, and we had lots of fun. | also rememHter | was

on the Student Council, and | ran for Secretary. ||l rea
- Megan Hillendahl

AMy Memories at BLS were just meeting new peoplefjdurin

™grade t bChrisagsore | . 0

AMy favorite memory at BLS was when we went to Wl f Mo

God al on g Meliesa Maxcmez. 0

ASome memories of my time here are definitely spending

derful teachers here, like Mrs. Bakken, Mr. Dierking and Mrs. Hays. | will never forget camping at Wolf Mountgin
either, because ités actually my first time ever [campi
memori es, because heds the best principal Il 6ve eyYer ha
funny and seri oiuDeandMilert he same ti me. 0

iwhen | met my old frien'drBa@hv@rPruhtwyr t he first tilme si
Al am going to remember my friends andsqoueoMishingtomeq at E
D.C., Wolf Mount aii StevanrRijgesa | | my friends. 0

ASome of my best memories are spending time with]Jmy fr
al so remember the ti me | had at t he camps, Wo l f Mount a
here, for they are the best. | wondt forget tiRwmt | my f a
Shepherd

AAt Bethany Lutheran School I owi |1 al ways remembg¢r my

good girJangdtepiegdl

ASome of my best memories at Bethany Lut her ancooSBac
Li ke when | was at Wol f Mo unitAastin’vandBruggpenwe made shel

Visit us on the web atww.gobethany.com

ool a
ters
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Everyone knows the famous poster with Ung
Sam pointing a fingsd
you for the U.S. Ar
the poster was first illustrated in 1852, but tf

was used as a call to action in defense of
country.

In the past few months, | have written seve
times regarding our church finances and t

slogan was created around the war of 1812 andant. We also called on each family, if they arg

Presi dent 6s

leDuri ng the Voter ds Mg
rlocate tthe &rowgirgtto Serve congibutiofis | to
ytide. Gentdrial =tind. rDoireg rs@ imrhegliatély pro-
nevides $60,000 of relief to our liquidity cove-

puable, to increase weekly giving by at least $25
week. The school is exploring several options
to increase enrollment. We are looking to adq
ala prekindergarten to the Ulatis Drive campus.
hawith the recent announcement of school clo

significant issues that we face. At the Jun8 1
Voterds Assembly

factors that are driving this situ
tion: 1) continued attrition o
school enrollment. The 200
2010 enrollment is currentl
down almost 25% from la
year. 2) decline in churc
membership. This is more th
likely the result of being withou
a senior pastor for over two year
3) decline in church giving. Giv,
ing is off 6% in the last year an

situation plays significantly in what is happe
ing. At a national level, the numbers clear
show an acrossthe- board retrenchment in
personal financial spending across all sectorg
the economy, beginning in late 2007 and ea
2008. Bet hany Mini st
correlates pretty closely to these numbers.

To secure the latest round of financing, we €
tered into a liquidity covenant. This agreeme
requires us to maintain reserves (money

candét spend) on hand
the bank. For the 2008009 fiscal year, we
project a loss of $133,000. This amount h
been taken against our reserves and

dropped us $80,000 below our liquidity covg
nant. The net effect is this gives tbption for

20% over five years. Clearly the economijc Bethany. With dedication and commitment,

the bank to call our loans and force us intoGod Bless Youl!

4 sures caused by the State of California fiscdl
| caisisnvee care éxplaging opportunities
to offer families in our community
a quality education choice by
sending them to Bethany Lu-
theran School
meeting, we passed a large defi-
cit budget, but will look at it again
in August once we have clear view of
enrollment.

Similar to the Uncle Sam posters from the
mid 19" century, this is a call to action for

1- we will make it through this rough patch. It

ycertainly is not Ado
put this opportunity in front of us. The question
ois how will we respond?

rly

Mmyhées mikeecslaigréEodiwsnn tikrecand
wants us to give. He wants us to serve. H
knows that through service to others, he cap

ntures our heart. It benefits both the giver anc

ntreceiver (probably the giver more.).It is what

vemakes Bethany such a warm and inviting placq.
Wé arebadcaring fantlyd We haveaalwbnderfu
church, an incredible school, staff, and a gree

adield of opportunity in front of us.

nas

2- | truly feel blessed to be in ministry with you.

A1

—

Charles

bankruptcy.

At

o

me s
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten

Office 707 4516678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.ng Bethany LUtheran P res

Margaret Sanderson, Director

SUMMER 2009

oDOWN BY THE BAYO

When children have opportunities to manipulate water, they learn about basic
math and science concepts, use language to describe what is happening and develop fine

water and provides stepping stones to other opportunities for learning. We will explore:
who lives in the ocean, what salt water is, how waves are made, ocean animals, and how to
take care of our beautiful blue planet.

Our 3 - week session will end with a visit to Petco. The 4 - week session will end
with a family picnic and a visit from Betty Wiley (1 ~ *' Director at Bethany Preschool) of
Sports Cove, who will be telling us all about scuba diving facts.

BLESS THE CHILDREN

Go bless the children, Help each child to understand

Bless them one and all - Genius is not the measure of a man.

Ones in wheelchairs Help them know their worth is true

And ones standing tall. Because they6re made in tle
God bless the ones who really yearn Help me show them that success

To do their best but slowly learn, Is not measured in more or less

The one who aces the history quiz But in the choices that they live

And the one whods not a Amdhowmuah of themselzes they give.

Visit us on the web atww.bethanylutheranpreschool.com

and gross motor skills. Exploring Water taHles
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446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.co
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Youth Ministries

Hew Hesterman

FI kb

Hew Hesterman and the Youth Group have gone to Lake Oroville to enjoy
some relaxation and to enjoy what God has created. They will be hiking, boaing

and fishing as well!

Ef pef ko

ALL High school/College Youth are welcome
to join the Youth Group Sundays at 6pm
in the Youth Room.

There will be Bible Character Skits

Summer Sunday School

will be held on Sundays at 10am
in the Sanctuary

(a new one each week)

Following the opening in the Sanctuary, SS will continue in the
Fellowship Hall.

VBSVolun

teer Meetings

Sunday, July 19th at 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall

You are needed to be a part of the 2009 Vacation Bible School
Letdbs reach, teach and
Oh, vyes! Youdl |l have

mi n
I

i sfer
t s|] of
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Voter Assembly Highlights...

The Bethany
following items:
Report from the PresidentCharles Allen
Report on the PreschoblMargaret Sanderson
Report on the SchodlKris Schneider
Report on the ChurchPastor Oestmann

Lut heran Chur ch V¢tagDag),do addsessehmb |

Items of business:
(1) Change ByLaw Il D, so that the change would be included in the Pdiaged Govern-

ance Policies allowing neexecutive staff, spouses, and/or their children eligibility to serve

on the Church Council whereby the-Bgaw prohibits it. This motion was defeated.

To move Growingto-Serve funds into the General Fund. This passed.

The 20092010 Budget with a $579,255 deficit was passed with the following condition
that a balanced budget would be presented by August 1, 2009. This passed.

(2)
3)

What does this mean? This means that Bethany has been blessed by God through these past 5
years and continues to be blessed as it faces the economic crises we all face today. Pastor Oes
reminded the members not to lose HOPE. He reminded them of the account recorded in Mark 6
there were 5000 men+ that Jesus wanted to feed and there was only a boy with five loaves and
fish. When we place the resources we have i
dantly. Trusting God to provide without bringing to God the resources He has already given us ig
false trust. That is putting God to the test. But then God does invite us to test Him in Malachi 3.
When we read that chapter, we need to take note of how we rob God by not bringing our tithes 3
offerings to Him.

These are difficult times that mean that we turn to God, trusting His promises. This means that €
member of Bethany is called upon to take action in resolving our deficit. This means that we eng
age people to pray, regularly worship, studg
them to church and to enroll in our Preschool and School, and pray. It takes all of us working to-
gether to overcome this deficit. And we wil

mann
when
fwo

nt o

nd

ach
pur-

y Go

I b

HOPE, but TRUST and BELIEVE in God, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. You can make

a significant difference in this mission and ministry to the glory of God!

fAsSsk not wh at
once said, f]
country ar g

sai d,
Reagan
of t his

As John F. Kennedy once
my country?0 And Ronal d
stand aside. The peopl e
Acountry.o

i's
Ha d d

However hese statements encourage, it
wi | | bui d My <church, and the gates of
against us? Let us join together and meet this crisis face on with HOPE, TRUST, and BELIEF in
Almighty who loves us and is with us always.

t
|

o

= L
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D
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Pa”Sh Educat|0n Ray Goodson The Book of James

For the next 2-3 months our Wednesday morning Bible study group will be studying the

Book of James. James was a brother to Jesus and Leader of the Jerusalem council at the
time it was written, @ 60 A.D. |l tds a rel a
13 weeks studying, discussing and learning, in great detail, the messages the Book of

James delivers. We meet Wednesday mornings from 9:30 i 11:00 in the Church Narthex.

| t 6s a s ma 1R pegple,candpve iovite y@u@o join us as we explore the book. If
you havendét attended a bible study, this i

[Prese ntirL_g

New Church Council Members:

Roger Anderson
. Ray Goodson
David Grundmann (incumbent)
Rick Martinez (incumbent)
. Jacque McCall
Cindy Miller (incumbent)
. Don Miller

Returning Church Council Members:
Charles Allen and Jeff Strickland

Thank You to Departing Council Members:

Amber Aweau and Bob Johnston
Many long hours, lots of hard work. Thanks!

4 Calling All'7 Graders
} Confirmation 20092010

V)
7 &) ifyouwillbed7gr ader this September, you ar
confirmation program.

Please contact the church office (4%575)
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What is Simply Giving?

Simply Giving is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con-
tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift

throughapreaut hori zed withdrawal from your bank acgount
bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your acceatrmio cost to you or the recipient.

If you have questions regarding
the Simply Giving program, please call 448083 or you can visit
www.thrivent.corfor more information.

Forms are available in the Church Narthex

Simp ])f”? Member Enrollment and Authorization Form

5 Retumm completed enroliment form to the Lutheran congregation,
g Loin g 5 school, or institution benefiting from your giving.

Complete this section for ALL ENROLLMENTS (Please print in black ink)
Check the appropriate box: Last Name I First Name I M.L

O New enroliment/authorization * Mailing Address

O Change in bank account * City State l Zip

O Change in authorized amount Home Telephone # Work Telephone #
Donations/payments should be taken from: REQUIRED:

O Checking (attach a voided check) | authorize Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Vanco Services, LLC to

X e d it sli automatically withdraw offerings/donations/payments from my account. | have
O Savings (attach a savings deposit slip) attached a voided check or savings deposit slip. This authority will remain in

effect until | give reasonable nolification to terminate the authorization.

Routing Number

Valid Routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3 Account Holder Signature

Account Number Date

* ATTACH A VOIDED CHECK OR SAVINGS DEPOSIT SLIP FOR A NEW ENROLLMENT OR CHANGE IN BANK ACCOUNT ONLY

Complete this section for Lutheran CONGREGATION DONATIONS

Congregation Name Street Address
City State | zip
Church Fund Designations: Amount Per Donation: Frequency of Donatlon: (Please check only one)
General Operating Fund ™ § O Weekly on Monday
“Grow To Serve” (capital campaign) g O Weekly on Friday
= 'EQC_‘IOTU_';MI! $ O Semi-monthly (transferred on 1* and 15" of each month)
: School, non tuition ¢ O Monthly on the 1*
_ S O Monthly on the 15"
TOTAL DONATION AMOUNT $, (minimum $5) Date of First Donation
Note: The total amouﬁl will be transferred based on the frequency s_e)gEed.

Please attach a blank voided check or a savings account deposit slip



http://www.thrivent.com/
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