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July 2008 Bethany Lutheran nurtures in each person an active, personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Sunday, July 27th through Thursday, July 31st  

Ages for VBSAges for VBSAges for VBS   
 

Completed Kindergarten 

Through 

Completed Sixth Grade 
 

Adult Bible Class 
   

Time for VBSTime for VBSTime for VBS   
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Light Dinner included! 

Register OnlineRegister OnlineRegister Online   
To Volunteer or To Register Your Child   

   

www.groupvbs.com/webtoybox/
myvbs/bethanylutheranchurch     

Volunteer this Year!Volunteer this Year!Volunteer this Year!   
 

 Training: Sunday, July 6th & 13th 

 Time: 10 o³clock 

 Where: Fellowship Hall 

 Who: Youth through Adults   

Power Lab is Fizzing with Fun 

20082008   

Power LabPower Lab  
Following Jesus  

as He heals, helps  

& gives power! 

   

Bethany Lutheran Bethany Lutheran Bethany Lutheran 

SchoolSchoolSchool   
 

 1011 Ulatis Drive 

Vacaville   

 

Where Kids Discover Jesus³ Miraculous Power! 

https://www.groupvbs.com/myvbs/?churchid=1251
https://www.groupvbs.com/myvbs/?churchid=1251
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Ministry Advisory Team (MAT) 

News 

July 2008  
 

 Pastor Larry Miller from Montana has de-

clined our Call. He had received two Calls (one from 

us and one from a church in Wisconsin). He has de-

cided to stay at his current congregation. The Call 

Committee will begin meeting again when District 

sends us a slate of candidates to consider. We will 

also be considering names nominated from the con-

gregation and names from our other Call lists. 

 

 As we move forward in our capital campaign ñGrowing to 

 Serveò, please prayerfully consider where Godôs Spirit is leading you.  

 

 The MAT will be meeting in July to set goals for the 2008/2009 

church year. 

 

 As we wait for a new Senior Pastor, we need to continue the 

work God has set before us. What talents and abilities has God given 

you for the growth of His kingdom? Ask yourself how can I serve. 

Keep all of Bethanyôs needs in your prayers. 

 

    For the MAT, 

     Don Henrich 

Freida Nevills 
Church Administrative Assistant 

 

Kris Schneider 
Schools Principal 

 

Margaret Sanderson 
Preschool Director 

 

Cathy Mathews 
Business Administrator 

 
 

 

Bethany Church Council 
 

Officers to be Elected 

By Council 7/17/08 
 

Charles Allen 

Amber Aweau 

David Bowman 

Bill Denton 

David Grundmann 

Bob Johnston 

Cindy Miller 

Jeff Strickland 
 

 

 

 

Ministry Team Chairperson 
 

Ministerial Advisory ... Don Henrich 

School Advisory ......Kris Schneider 

Social Ministry ....................... Open 

Outreach .................... Donna Wirth 

Fellowship ........... Cathy Hesterman 

Parish Education ........Ray Goodson 

Properties . Rick Dwelle/Kevin Edie 

Stewardship ............................ Open 

Youth ......................... P.J. Goodson 

 

New Church Council Members: 
 

Charles Allen Elected to a 2 Year Term 
Jeff Strickland Elected to a 2 Year Term 
Amber Aweau Elected to a 1 Year Term 
Bob Johnston Elected to a 1 Year Term 
Cindy Miller Appointed to a 1 Year Tem 

 

Returning Church Council Members: 
 

 David Bowman, Bill Denton and David Grundmann 
 

Thank You to Departing Council Members: 
 

 Curt Johnston, President and Greg Duncan, Mike Kostka 
 and Mike McCall. Many long hours, lots of hard work. Thanks! 
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Team Building:  
 

On Sunday June 8th the youth were treated to a round on a ropes/challenge course courtesy of Del 
Berg, at the Ranchotel. A couple of the recent confirmands, now full-fledged members of the youth 
dolrm+ molsfaba cobpe bkqerpf^pj ^ka tb¤ob sbov di^a ql e^sb qebj glfk rp! S^hb ^ illh ^q qeb melqlp 
of some of the obstacles that we had to go up, over and through. 

 

Mr. Berg gave safety tips and survival pointers as we worked our 
way around the courseéand he provided encouragement when the go-
ing got tough. Some of the challenges required a group effort to get eve-
ryone up, over and through. These challenges served to remind the 
youth that we each need to help one another in various ways as we go 
though life; hmmm, this makes me ponder just how well we as a con-
gregation are rising to some similar challenges! 
 

After a couple hours of working on the challenge course, both individually and as members of a team, 
a restful dinner was very welcome; and, I think there were more than a couple sore muscles! 

 
Lake Oroville Trip - 2008: 
 

Av qeb qfjb vlr ob^a qefp+ qeb vlrqe tfii e^sb obqrokba 'Fla tfiifkd ^ka qeb i^hb afak¤q dl aov!( colj 
our annual Lake Oroville camping trip. We had such a good time last year that we reserved the same 
ñboat-in-onlyò group campground at Lake Oroville during the weekend of June 20-22. Speaking of the 
lake going ñdryò, we (that is mostly I) learned an important lesson last yearéòClk¤q dl ql _ba tfqe 
your boat anchored too close to shoreò. While we slept, the lake managers dropped the level of the 
water so fast that in the morning I had to spend about 45 minutes digging the mud from around the 
lrqaofsb grpq ql dbq qeb _l^q cil^qfkd cobb ^d^fk! Sefp t^pk¤q ^p _^a ^p pljb  
other boaters experienced thoughéthey woke up to find their boat looking  
ifhb Ml^e¤p ^oh ^cqbo qeb t^qbop e^a ob`baba! 
 
Vb¤ii pe^ob pljb melqlp lc lro 1//7 i^hb qofm tfqe vlr fk kbuq jlkqe¤p 
ñBreezesò.    
 
In His Peace; Hew   
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Sunday School             Ray Goodson  

Introducing the Sunday School 

Team for the 2008 -09 School Year  
 

 Director  Pat Green  

 Team Member Amber Aweau 

 Team Member Andrea Hoffman 

 Team Member Kristy Schneider 

 Team Member Barbara Herman 

 Team Member Heather Helton 

Amazing Grace:  
The Story of John Newton 

 
"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound..." So begins one of the most beloved hymns of all times, a staple in 

the hymnals of many denominations. The author of the words was John Newton, the self-proclaimed 

wretch who once was lost but then was found, saved by amazing grace. 

 

 Newton was born in London July 24, 1725, the son of a commander of a merchant ship which 
sailed the Mediterranean. When John was eleven, he went to sea with his father and made six voy-
ages with him before the elder Newton retired. In 1744 John was impressed into service on a man-of-
war, the H. M. S. Harwich. Finding conditions on board intolerable, he deserted but was soon recap-
tured and publicly flogged and demoted from midshipman to common seaman. 
 Finally at his own request he was exchanged into service on a slave ship, which took him to 
the coast of Sierra Leone. He then became the servant of a slave trader and was brutally abused. 
Early in 1748 he was rescued by a sea captain who had known John's father. John Newton ultimately 
became captain of his own ship, one which plied the slave trade. 
 Although he had had some early religious instruction from his mother, who had died when he 
was a child, he had long since given up any religious convictions. However, on a homeward voyage, 
while he was attempting to steer the ship through a violent storm, he experienced what he was to refer 
to later as his "great deliverance." He recorded in his journal that when all seemed lost and the ship 
would surely sink, he exclaimed, "Lord, have mercy upon us." Later in his cabin he reflected on what 
he had said and began to believe that God had addressed him through the storm and that grace had 
begun to work for him. 
 For the rest of his life he observed the anniversary of May 10, 1748 as the day of his conver-
sion, a day of humiliation in which he subjected his will to a higher power. "Thro' many dangers, toils 
and snares, I have already come; 'tis grace has bro't me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home." 
He continued in the slave trade for a time after his conversion; however, he saw to it that the slaves  
 

(Continued on page 14) 

Parish Education         Ray Goodson  
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Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten 

Margaret Sanderson, Director 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

July Preschool Praises  
 

 

òI want to walk like Jesus.ó I hope you all enjoyed our 

DVD presentation at the Voters Assembly of a year at 

preschool. Since I couldnõt be there, I thought a picture is 

worth a thousand words. Miss Christi, one of our 3 year old 

preschool teachers,  puts together six DVD presentations 

each year and we offer them to our parents as an end of 

the year fundraiser.  

 

Next year we celebrate our 35 th  year and another 160 

children to minister to. Thank you, God!  

 

A great gray elephant,  

 A little yellow bee,  

A tiny purple violet,  

 A tall green tree,  

A red and white sailboat  

 On a blue sea -  

All these things  

 You gave to me,  

When you made  

 My eyes to see -  

Thank you, God.  

Preschool Office 707 451-6678 

bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care School Office 707 451-6683 

bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Elementary School News . . .  

Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

 
 

At A Loss For Words 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ά.ǳǘ όDƻŘύ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψaȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΦΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ L ǿƛƭƭ ōƻŀǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
gladly about my  weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on 

me. That is why, for Christ's sake,  I delight in weaknesses, in insults, 
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, 

ǘƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΦέ  2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
 

Have you ever been in a situation where you had no idea of what 
ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅΣ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ 
for a quick comment or prosy response to some question or philoso-
phical question. Not today! It is most often the case with a very well-
known acquaintance of mine (Love you, Christy!) who says that she is 
ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘέ ōǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ {ƻΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇπ
pened to me last week. (I beg forgiveness from those who already 
heard it.) 
L ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ 

command request (Again, Christy, I love you!) As I went to the check-
out stand to pay, the checker turned away and sneezed, following it 
with a somewhat non-ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭΣ ά.ƭŜǎǎ ƳŜΗέ ό¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ά9ȄŎǳǎŜ ƳŜΗέύ 
He then continued with a line I have NEVER heard in public after 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎƴŜŜȊŜŘΥ  ƛƴ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ƭŜǎǎ ƳŜ Χ ŦƻǊ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘΗέ 
WOW! Here it was - Ƴȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΗ L ŘƛŘ ŀ άōǳƭƭŜǘέ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ όōǳƭƭŜǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 
- ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪΣ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ƛƴ άǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘέύ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ DƻŘ- ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΤ ǳǎŜ ƳŜΗέ 
Here is what happened: 

 

 Me:  ̧ ŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ 
 just stop and receive the gift. 
 aŀƴΥ  hƘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΚ 
 Me:  As a matter of fact, I work for Him, personally and profession-
 ally. 
 aŀƴΥ  /ƻƻƭΗ {ƻΣ ƘƻǿΩǎ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǾƛƭ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅΚ 
 Me:  DǊŜŀǘΗ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦǳƴΣ ōǳǘ IŜΩǎ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀǎ IŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳŜΦ 

LΩƳ ƻƪŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
aŀƴΥ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
Have a great day! 
Me:  Thank you! I just did! 
 

 True story! That two min-
utes of my life is full of lessons 
and sermons. Even recounting 
it now I get a charge of energy 
ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
what that conversation did for 
him or anyone else around, 
but it was exactly what I 
needed - thank you, God! I 
was listening to myself and 
being in awe of what God was 
doing through me at that mo-
ment. Humbling! Power-filled 
and powerful! Encouraging! 
Invigorating! 
 I pray that sometime this 

month you are at a loss of 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŀ άōǳƭƭŜǘέ 

ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ .Ŝ ǿŜŀƪΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΗ [Ŝǘ 

DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊΦ 

(Reread the opening verse.) 

Pray with an earnest quick-

ƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŘŜπ

ǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ 

could depend on it, be it their 

temporal or eternal life. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΥ 

God is listening; are you ready 

for His answer? 
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Meet Heather Anderson! 

 
Heather Anderson will soon be joining the teach-
ing staff at the grade school as the new teacher 
for grade 2 beginning in the 2008-2009 school 
year. She hails from Nampa, Idaho, and has just 
recently graduated from Concordia University in 
Portland. 
 

Heather is the daughter of two Lutheran school 
teachers and looks forward to being in an environ-
ment where she can minister to the children and 
families and allowing the love of Jesus to be the 
ñruleò for her classroom and life. As a young girl, 
her parents moved to Papua New Guinea and served as missionaries for four years. She gained 
much from the experience and realized that mission work does not only mean going overseas to a 
remote location; it also involves our own country, our own backyards. 
 

When not fully engulfed in educational stuff, Heather is an avid skier and pretty much enjoys any 
outdoor activities. (It looks like sheôll enjoy northern CA quite a bit!) She also enjoys taking time out 
for reading, especially Christian fiction. 
 

She expects to arrive in Vacaville in early August with her parents to help her get all set up. Make 

sure you warmly greet her and her parents, as yôall normally do so well. May the Lord continue to 

bless the educational ministry of Bethany Lutheran as He blesses Heather and the rest of the grade 

school staff! 

Calling All 7th Graders 

Confirmation 2008-2009  
 

If you will be a 7th grader this September, you are encouraged to enroll in Bethany³s confirma-

tion program. Here is a list of Bethany students who will be 7th graders this fall. If your child is 

not on the list or if you know of any student who is eligible but not on the list, please contact 

the church office (451-6675):   

 James Barbour, William Berg, Sarah Cartwright, Drew Chitwood, Alicia Dickson, Heather Die-

bold, Benton Gallegos, Tana Groner, Alexandra Hartman, Katherine Hauckes, Kelsey Helton, Corey Hilt, Alex 

Morehead, Jenna Morehead, Julian Plaza, Claire Quinata, Sarah Tews, Dalton Weida, Nicole West and Kelli Wool-

ley. 

 

August 27th at 7:00 pm     ´Funµ Parent & Student ´Funµ Orientation ´Funµ 
Did I mention ´Funµ? 

 

September 10th at 5:00 pm     Confirmation Begins ̧ Yea! 
For 7th and 8th Graders 
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