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Making Christian Disciples of All Nations:  at Bethany, in Vacaville, in Solano County and in the World  July  2007 

Sunday, July 29 through Thursday, August 2, 

Ages for VBSAges for VBSAges for VBS   
 

Completed Kindergarten 

Through 

Completed Sixth Grade 
 

Adult Bible Class 
   

Time for VBSTime for VBSTime for VBS   
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Ranch Food Dinner included! 
Register OnlineRegister OnlineRegister Online   

   

https://www.groupvbs.com/
myvbs/?churchid=1251   

 

To Volunteer or  

To Register Your Child   

Avalanche Ranch 

Volunteer this Year!Volunteer this Year!Volunteer this Year!   
 

 Meeting: Sunday, July 8 

 Time: 10 o³clock 

 Where: Fellowship Hall 

 Who: Youth through Adults   

Wild Ride through God³s Word! 

Come toCome toCome to   

VBSVBSVBS   

to findto findto find   

out whoout whoout who   

we are!we are!we are!  

 

https://www.groupvbs.com/myvbs/?churchid=1251
https://www.groupvbs.com/myvbs/?churchid=1251
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Bethany Breezes 

BETHANY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH  

 

Rev. Bob Nicholus 
Interim Pastor 

 

Freida Nevills 
Church Administrative Assistant 

 

Margaret Sanderson 
Preschool Director 

 

Mary -Betty Stevenson 
Music Director 

 

 

Bethany Church Council 
 

Mel Riggert, President 

Curt Johnston, Vice President 

David Bowman, Secretary 

David Grundmann, Treasurer 

Bill Denton 

Mike Kostka 

Mike McCall 

Shawn Sanborn 
 

 

Ministry Team Chairperson 
 

Ministerial Advisory .. Don Henrich 

School Advisory ........ Paul Cantrell 

Social Ministry ....................... Open 

Evangelism ................ Donna Wirth 

Fellowship........... Cathy Hesterman 

Parish Education ....... Ray Goodson 

Property ... Rick Dwelle/Kevin Edie 

Stewardship............................ Open 

Youth ......................... P.J. Goodson 

Bethany Lutheran Church ñLCMS  

A Final Word From An ñInterim Pastorò 
 

 For the most part, I believe people donôt like 
change. Speaking personally, it seems that the older I 
get, the more I resist change. But, in fact, itôs going on 
right now in your life and mine, and in the life of Beth-
any Church, School and Preschool. These changes 
are significant and they affect all of us. But this is im-
portant for all of us to remember: 
 

AS GODôS PEOPLE, WE BELIEVE THAT CHANGE  
DOES NOT JUST HAPPEN! 

 

 We believe that change is part of a process, part of life. Jesus 
insisted that to be His followers, people had to change, turn around, re-
pent. Change is a process that God began at creation. WE BELIEVE 
THAT GOD IS WITH US, especially in the middle of any and all 
changes. Remember when the disciples balked at change? Jesus said: 
ñBehold I am with you always, even to the close of the age!ò Now thatôs a 
promise. 
 Sunday, July 1st, will be my last Sunday serving you. I wish you 
Godôs continued rich blessings and I thank God for all of you and for the 
opportunity He gave us to be in ministry together with Him. 
 Everything good to you in Christ as I remain with you in His ser-
vice, Pastor Nicholus 

A Special Opportunity is Coming . . .  
 

 The Ministry Advisory Team (MAT) has been work-

ing on a special project designed to help the congregation 

re-establish its vision and purpose. So very many things have changed at 
Bethany in recent months that members of the MAT believe itõs time to 

take a good look at who we are and what we have become, and also 

consider what Godõs plan might be for Bethany as a corporate body. 

 The first step of this effort is to gather in small groups (cottage 

meetings) and discuss candidly what members feel about where we are, 

and what all we might consider as we plan out Bethanyõs direction for 

the future. To accomplish this, the MAT intends to facilitate a series of 

meetings at various locations (primarily membersõ homes) and at a vari-

ety of times so that everyone will have an opportunity to participate. 

After all the information, raw concepts, ideals, hopes and dreams are 

gathered, the MAT and Church Council members will evaluate the re-

sponses, look for ideas, insights and trends, and attempt to condense it 

all into a few logical elements that can form a draft vision and plan for 

the congregationõs consideration. The overall intent is to seek out Godõs 

desire for Bethany through prayerful and intentional planning, and to use 

the gifts and resources He has given us in the wisest way. 
 

òWhere there is no vision, the people perishó Proverbs 29:18 
 

Can we count on you to participate? 

     In His name, Hew Hesterman 
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The Youth Group thanks all of you who let us 
wash your car on May 20th! This effort generated 
$512 in contributions to help us attend the Na-
tional Youth Gathering this coming July. This was 
a big boost to our fund raising efforts. Thank you!                

 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, June 17th, almost a dozen members of the Youth 
Group attended a concert by Karen Lafferty, a Christian musician 
who has traveled all over the world spreading the Good News 
via the universal language of music. It was an enjoyable evening 
of Christian music and we were very warmly received by the 
host congregation at Covenant Community Church on Alamo 
Cofsb- Sfj ^phba clo J^obk¤p ^rqldo^me - - - peb d^jbiv molsfaba 
it on a scrap of paper, then, she also asked that he give his auto-
graph to her! She indicated that this has been her custom for 
many years. I wonder what she does with all those scraps of 
paper! 
 

By the time you read this, the youth will have returned safely (God 
willing) from a boating/camping trip to Lake Oroville during the week-
end of June 22-24th 'qe^q¤p tev vlr afak¤q pbb rp fk `ero`e lk qefp Rrk,
day!). We booked a remote group campground large enough for 75 
people, but only nine could come. Maybe a couple days of fishing, ski-
ing, inner-tubing, eating and relaxing at the lake with a bunch of Chris-

qf^k cofbkap fpk¤q bsbovlkb¤p ñcup of teaò- Arq - - - fq prob plrkap dlla ql LD! Vb¤ii 
share some photos and report back next month.  
 

Thank you to the many people who took the time to congratulate members of the 2007 confirmation 
class after the special service on May 27th (Pentecost Day)! A few members of this class have joined 
the Youth Group at recent events and we hope that more will join us in the future. We continue to 
meet on Sunday evenings from 6:00 ï 8:00 pm for a light dinner, fellowship, games, discussion and 
prayer. Please note that we will not meet on July 29th due to our participation in the National Youth 
Gathering in Orlando Florida.  
     In His Peace; Hew   

Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  446-4562 

Concert Goers on June 17th  
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July ó07 Issue Bethany Lutheran Sunday School 

Questions or comments? 

Renae Barrett @ 372 ï5080 or Ray Goodson @ 451-6422  

ext. 301 

 

 

Ed Willnerôs class is taking a break 

and will be getting back together  

July 15. See Ed Willner for details. 

 

 

Theme:  Independence Day 

Text:  Acts 5: 25-29 

Preparation:  Youôll need a Bible.  For 

each pair of kids, youôll need four 10-inch strips of fabric 

and a paper with the following instructions written on it: 
 

 1.  Donôt use the word ñIò (eyes); 

 2.  Donôt talk with your hands (hands); 

 3.  Donôt move your feet (feet); 

 4.  Donôt use the ñGodò (mouth);  
 

 The message:  Find a partner.  Choose which part-

ner will be the ñTalkerò and which will be the ñListener.ò 

Okay. Iôm going to give the Listeners some rules and fabric 

strips. Donôt let your Talkers see the rules. 

 You listeners need to make sure the Talkers donôt 

break any of the rules as they talk. If your Talker breaks one 

of the rules, use the fabric to bind up the area thatôs listed 

on the rules. 

 Talkers, you have three minutes to talk. Go! 

 (Allow three minutes.) How did you feel during 

this activity? How did it feel to have your freedoms taken 

away? How would it feel to have your freedom to worship 

or talk about God taken away? 

 (Read the Scripture.) Peter says we must obey God 

instead of men. Peter means that itôs more important that we 

honor God instead of being afraid of the rules people have 

made to keep us from talking about our faith. 

 Long ago, we didnôt have the freedom to worship 

God that we enjoy today. Our celebration of Independence 

Day is a reminder to appreciate the many freedoms we now 

enjoy. 

 
 

 Your HELP is greatly appreci-

ated here at Sunday School. We wel-

come any and all assistance that 

comes our way. 

 Currently, we are looking 

for assistance in the overseeing of 

Sunday School. If you have been 

searching for a way to get involved 

with church but not sure 

what to do, Sunday 

School might just be for 

you. Please be sure to talk 

to Ray Goodson or Renae Barrett, 

and we would be glad to answer all 

your questions. Thank you. 


