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Itõs a birthday celebration 
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Please RSVP by January 11, 2009 
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707 451 -6678 Preschool Office 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 Happy New Year!!  
 

 By now all the presents are being used or put 

away for future use. There is a certain age at which you 

can honestly say, òI donõt need anything!ó  For my wife 

Joy and myself, itõs what we told each other. We just 

donõt need any òPresentsó! 
 

 There is another kind of 

òPRESENCEó that we do need. As Emmanuel, 

Jesus is God with us. Godõs PRESENCE in 

our lives. Now, that we want and need. Yes, 

we do want the PRESENCE of God with us 

each step of the way in 2009. You can find Godõs 
PRESENCE in our church family as we worship, 

share in Bible study, fellowship and find the 

PRESENCE of Jesus at the Lordõs Table. 
 

 We want your PRESENCE in the ministry of Bethany congrega-

tion! 
 

 See you at worship! 
 

    Pastor Bill Plath 

ñFantastic!ò More than once this word 

was used to describe Bethany Ministriesô ef-

forts toward the December 20th VacaFISH 

food distribution for 185 needy families, as 

well as for help restocking some of the FISH 

food pantry. By Godôs grace, Bethany did 

this! Watch for upcoming outreach opportu-

nities with Easter ñwellnessò baskets for 

FISH recipients. 

Thank you to all who made dona-

tions to support VacaFISH.  
 
With the matching funds from 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 
we were able to give $1,950.00 to 
help families in our community. 
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com 

Recent Events:  
 
On December 7th ^ krj_bo lc qeb vlrqe jbq ^q qeb Gbpqboj^k¤p eljb clo pljb o^k`e pqvib crk+ ifhb 
swinging from the trees.  

Ql^pqfkd elq aldp ^ka p¤jlobp 
over an open fire, 

 

We also looked for a ñone-horse 
sleighò for to take a ride, but we 
had to settle for a 250-horsepower 
diesel Caterpillar. 
 
Well after dark we drove over to 
ñCandy Cane Laneò and walked the several blocks of highly deco-
rated homes. The youth counted 13 of the 40-or-so decorated 

homes that had some reference to the ñreal reason for the seasonò. A few of the references were in 
the form of a lighted plastic nativity set, or possibly a more subtle star or angel, but I have no idea 
what many of the other decorations meant other than proof that the proud homeowner has a mem-

bership at Costco! Can you tell me what Polar Bears frolicking with Penguins has to do 
tfqe Beofpqj^p 'mboe^mp ^ objfkabo qe^q Fla¤p tloa fp ql _b pmob^a ñpole to poleò)? 
Or how about the giant inflatable Santa Claus on a Harley Davidson (perhaps a mes-
sage that Jesus died for everyone)? Or how about the inflatable snowman family that 
appears like a bunch of rags on the lawn when the blowers are unplugged (perhaps 
objfkafkd rp qe^q lro ifsbp ^ipl ^ob bjmqv tebk tb¤ob klq ñplugged inò with Christ)? 
 
Am I stretching this a bit? Perhaps, but I think if you search just a little bit, you can 
find many reminders that God is with us, not just in the manger, not just when the 

angels sang, and not just somewhere up in the stars. Emmanuel!   
 
 

Coming up:  
 
The youth are busy planning their third annual ñU^ibkqfkb¤p Cfkkboò. This is a 
great opportunity to enjoy a nice dinner and some down-home entertain-
ment with your loved one while also helping to support the youth financially. 

The dinner is scheduled from 5:00 - 7:00 PM on 
February 8th: qeb Rrka^v _bclob U^ibkqfkb¤p C^v- 
Sf`hbqp clo qeb U^ibkqfkb¤p Cfkkbo tfii pllk _b 
available from the youth for $15.00 per person.    
 
 In His Peace; Hew   

Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  
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Sunday School prayer for the New Year  
 

As requested by some of our Sunday School staff ï 

 
Dear Heavenly Father, 

 

We pray for all the parents of our Sunday School and their children. Bless them with your 

guidance, your care and the knowledge of your unceasing love. Help parents to understand the 

joy of praising you through worship and the need to build their childrenôs faith. Bless the 

teachers who work so hard to prepare their lessons and who share their love for you with the 

children that join them each Sunday. Help the teachers to feel your presence each and every 

Sunday and to know that you are at work even if it is for just one child or twelve. Show each of 

us how best to serve you.  Amen 

 

 ñThese commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  

Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 

road, when you lie down and when you get up.ò  Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

 

Perhaps more than ever before, children need to hear and experience the love of Jesus on a daily basis. 

Children are precious gifts from God, uniquely gifted by Him. They need to hear and rehear the biblical 

story as often as possible, which strengthens both children and adults in saving faith.   

 

Blessings to you all in the New Year! 

 

Pat Green 

Sunday School Coordinator 

 

 

 

Special Thanks ï 
 

To Christy Schneider and Wallace Aweau for 

drawing, cutting and painting the animals for our 

live nativity. 
 

To all the Sunday School teachers for helping 

set up and take down ñThe Streets of Bethlehemò. 
 

To all children and high school teens who performed or played musical instruments at our multigen-

erational events. 
 

To the Adult Choir and Praise Band for blessing us with their love for music. 

 

 

Please join us for Sunday School! 

10 am Sunday Mornings 

Sunday School 
Pat Green, Coordinator  



Page 5 Bethany Lutheran Church ñLCMS  

Bethany Breezes 

Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool 
Margaret Sanderson, Director  

A BLESSED NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU !!  We 

look forward to the opportunities this New Year 

brings to continue to share with Bethanyõs congrega-

tion the wonderful outreach of a preschool program. 

Just think of it ð thirty -five years! It is only in the 

last few years that research has proven what you so 

wisely knew so many years ago ð the FIRST FIVE 

YEARS of a childõs life are a crucial time for learn-

ing. Even more exciting, not only have our preschool-

ers gained socially and academically, they have 

learned about Jesus and His love for them! What a wonderful and important message to share 

during these critical early years!  

 

PARENTSõ NIGHT ð January15 th  6-8:30 pm Love and Logic Parenting Workshop. Join 

Jim Fay and Dr. Charles Fayõs DVD for a fun-filled approach to parenting children. 

We will beginning the evening with a potluck pizza dinner, then childcare for the 

children and a parenting class for the parents. Miss Pam will be our DVD facilita-

tor and special thank you to Miss Christi and her softball team for donating 

their childcare services (teaching the girls about serving their community, 

hats off to you, Miss Christi) If you are interested in attending, please con-

tact the preschool office. Reservations are required. (Childcare is for chil-

dren 2 and over.)  
 

LOOKING AHEAD : February 2 -13 is Priority Regis-

tration time for Bethany Lutheran Church member 

families for the 2009 -2010 school year. Registra-

tion will be for our part -time preschool sessions, as 

well as for our full - time preschool / extended care 

program. A letter will be mailed to all Church mem-

bers with age -eligible children. If you do not re-

ceive a letter by February 15, please contact the 

Preschool Office (451 -6678), so you do not miss 

this opportunity to secure placement. Bethany mem-

bersõ grandchildren also qualify for òpriority regis-

trationó. Please remember, you need to attend 

church at least twelve times in the previous twelve 

months in order to qualify for priority registration 

and tuition discount privileges.  
Owen Taber, E-K Student 

January  

Preschool Praises  

January 25, 2009, all 
our preschoolers are invited 
to sing at our 35th Year 
Celebration at 11:15 am. 
We are looking forward to 
seeing a lot of old friends. 
We thank Patty Pratt and 
the Fellowship Team for ar-
ranging this celebration. 35         
 years of serving God 
 and our community is 
 a true blessing.  

SINGING 
PRAISES & 
CELEBRA 
TING:  




