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Dear Friends in Christ,

BETHANY LUTHERAN

I
CHURCH AND SCHOOLS m Happy New Year!!

By now all the presents are being used or put

Rev. Bill Plath away for future use. There is a certain age at which ydu
Vacancy Pastor can honestly say, o0l donjot
o Nl EEOII\J/IGHTSJoy and myself, 1tds whaft w
Church Administrative Assistant H%.RTC' onot need any oOPresent sjo!
Kris Schneider There is another kind of
Deacon/Schools Principal OPRESENCEG t h at we do n e € AN U ¢
Margaret Sanderson Jesus is Go®PREBENGEM u-s..
Preschool Director our lives. Now, that we want and need. Yes,

Cathy Mathews we do want thePRESENCE of God with us

Business Administrator each step of ot he way Y o u
PRESENCE in our church family as we worship,
share in Bible study, fellowship and find the
Bethany Church Council PRESENCEOf Jesus at the ordos Tall e

Charles Allen, President We want your PRESENCE in the ministry of Bethany congrega-
David Grundmann, Vice Presidenttion!

Amber Aweau, Secretary
Bob Johnston, Treasurer See you at worship!
Rick Martinez

Cindy Miller Pastor Bill Plath
Jeff Strickland

F0OD BANK

A Fant averdthanonte Bis word
was used to describg¢ Be
forts toward the December 2¥acaFISH

food distribution for 185 needy families, as
well as for help restocking some of the FISH
foodpantryBy Goddés gr ace B ¢

Ministry Team Chairperson

Ministerial Advisory....Jerry Miller
School Advisory....... Donna Wirth
Social Ministry.......Lynn Holbrook

Outreach.................. Donna Wirth . .

Fellowship......... Cathy Hesterman this! Watch for upcoming outreach opportu-

Parish Education.... Ray Goodson nities with Easter fwel
Properties................. Rick Dwelle ‘Ji FISH recipients.

Stewardship...............c.c....... Open —

Youth........ocoovverinnen. P.J. Goodson

Thank you to all who made dona-
tions to support VacaFISH.

With the matching funds from
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans,
we were able to give $1,950.00 to
help families in our community.
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Senior High Youth High School thru College

4464562 or hjhesterman@aol.co YOUth M I niStri es

Hew Hesterman

Recent Events:

OnDecember?”* krj bo | c geb virqge |
swinging from the trees.

qbo,j

Ql "pqgf kd el g ¢ bp

1 over an open fire,
1\ We also looked for d@one-horse
sleigho for to take a ride, but we
had to settle for a 25orsepower
diesel Caterpillar.

Well after dark we drove over to
fiCandy Cane Lareand walked the several blocks of highly deco-
rated homes. The youth counted 13 of the-4®-so decorated
homes that had some reference to theal reason for the seasanA few of the references were in
the form of a lighted plastic nativity set, or possibly a more subtle star or angel, but | have no idea
what many of the other decorations meant other than proof that the proud homeowner has a mer-
bership at Costco! Can you tell me what Polar Bears frolicking with Penguins has tgdo
tfqge Beofpqgj*"p '"mboe”mp ”~ objfpoleopaed)?) e q FI
Or how about the giant inflatable Santa Claus on a Harley Davidson (perhaps a mgs-

sage that Jesus died for everyone)? Or how about the inflatable snowman family thiat
appears like a bunch of rags on the lawn when the blowers are unplugged (perhaps
objfkafkd rp ge”q | ro i f sfblyggelinopith Christf? |bj mq v

Am | stretching this a bit? Perhaps, but | think if you search just a little bit, you caf
2 find many reminders thaGod is with us not just in the manger, not just when the
— angels sang, and not just somewhere up in the stars. Emmanuel!

Coming up:

The youth are busy planning their third annd# * i b k q f kobThipis aC|
great opportunity to enjoy a nice dinner and some dowhome entertain-

ment with your loved one while also helping to support the youth financial
The dinner is scheduled from 5:007:00 PM on

February8: qeb Rrka”v _becl
Sf " hbgp cl o geb U”™i bkaqg
available from the youth for $15.00 per person.

In His Peace; Hew

e, e .
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Sunday School prayer for the New Year PStlénd?yd_StC

As requested by some of our Sunday School staff

Dear Heavenly Father,

We pray for all the parents of our Sunday School and their children. Bless them with your
guidance, your care and the knowledge of your unceasing love. Help parents to understand tije

joy of praising you through worship and the r

teachers who work so hard to prepare their lessons and who share their love for you with the
children that join them each Sunday. Help the teachers to feel your presence each and every
Sunday and to know that you are at work even if it is for just one child or twelve. Show each of
us how best to serve you. Amen

AThese commandments that | give y01:|
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk alo
road, when you |ie down and-7when yoJ(

g

Perhaps more than ever before, children need to hear and experience the love of Jesus on a dail
Children are precious gifts from God, uniquely gifted by Him. They need to hear and rehear the bjb
story as often as possible, which strengthens both children and adults in saving faith.

Blessings to you all in the New Year!

Pat Green
Sunday School Coordinator

Special Thanksi

e To Christy Schneider and Wallace Aweau fc
drawing, cutting and painting the animals for oL
live nativity. - 2
e To all the Sunday School teachers for helpire o5 b =

'$
'.;

to
the

ge

basis
lical

set up and take down AThe Str-eets of Bet hl eflhem

e To all children and high school teens who performed or played musical instruments at our mulfti
erational events.

e To the Adult Choir and Praise Band for blessing us with their love for music.

Please join us for Sunday School! (;‘f_;“__n
10 am Sunday Mornings - l’q@\

7\
*Z{“-%J
e <

gen-
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten

Office 707 4516678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.ng Bethany LUtheran P res

Margaret Sanderson, Director

A BLESSED NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU I We
look forward to the opportunities this New Year
brings to continue to sha
tion the wonderful outreach of a preschool program.

J an uary Just think of it~ dthirty -five years! It is only in the
last few years that research has proven what you so

PI’eSChOO| P ra|SeS wisely knew so many years ago d the FIRST FIVE
YEARS of a childds | ife a
ing. Even more exciting, not only have our preschool-
ers gained socially and academically, they have
learned about Jesus and His love for them! What a wonderful and important message to share

during these critical early years!

PARENTSS& MNUaBudr§15™ 6-8:30 pm Love and Logic Parenting Workshop. Join
Jim Fay and Dr . Char |-8lled appeogch te paening cliildran. a
We will beginning the evening with a potluck pizza dinner, then childcare for the
children and a parenting class for the parents. Miss Pam will be our DVD facilita-
tor and special thank you to Miss Christi and her softball team for donating

their childcare services (teaching the girls about serving their community,

hats off to you, Miss Christi) If you are interested in attending, please con-

tact the preschool office. Reservations are required. (Childcare is for chil-

dren 2 and over.)

SINGING January 25’ 2009all LOOKING AHEAD : February 2 -13 is Priority Regis-
PRAISES & our preschoolers are invited tration time for Bethany Lutheran Church member
CELEBRA. to sing at our 38" Year families for the 2009 -2010 school year. Registra-
TING: ==i= Celebration at 11:15 am. tion will be for our part -time preschool sessions, as
We are looking forward to well as for our full -time preschool / extended care
seeing a lot of old friends.  program. A letter will be mailed to all Church mem-
We thank Patty Pratt and bers with age -eligible children. If you do not re-

the Fellowship Team for ar- ceive a letter by February 15, please contact the
anging this celebration. 35  preschool Office (451 -6678), so you do not miss

years of serving <_30<?| this opportunity to secure placement. Bethany mem-
and our community is

_ bersd grandchildren al so
a true blessing. o trationo. Pl ease remember
W i hie s mein chardhl church at least twelve times in the previous twelve
A Owen Taber, KK Student months in order to qualify for priority registration
- = ¥ and tuition discount privileges. "l.“é
NN

. &
. Py ‘?;Q’
Visit us on the web atww.bethanylutheranpreschool.com ’%}r
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