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Come, Holy Spirit,

Spirit of the Risen Christ,

Be with us today and always,
Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter,

Be our Strength, our Courage and our Sanctifi¢

May this new year be a time

Of deep spiritual growth for us,

A time of welcoming Your graces and gifts,

A time for forgiving freely and unconditionally,
A time for growing in virtue and goodness.

Come, Holy Spirit,
Be with us today and always.
Amen.
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FROM _THE A Note from Pastor Ted
0Godaos Vi si on f
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congregation? Where does the
a degree that we are passionate and committed to what we do here?

Wow, those are big questions and quite appropriate for us right ng
God has blessed Bethanyds minis

goes beyond our limitations and depends upon Hjm
PASTOR K accomplish? How does God want to change this
community for their good through what we do as

Holl vy

Vacaville? What is it that God wants to do here tth

W.
try

ings in the future. The visioning process that we are going through [de-

pends upon our answering the above questions with humility, obedie
and excitement.

What we have done so far is to have a Congregational Gath-
ering where we:

1ce,

1) Looked at church life cycles (birth through death).

cused.

3) Considered the difference between a vision for ourselves an
vision for our community.

4) Began praying that God should show us His vision for us.

2) Challenged ourselves to be outward focused instead of inward[o-

What happens next?

1) Congregational members share what they are learning with leag
ship.

2) Leadership (Council, MAT, SAT) meet January 5 to formulat
draft of the vision.

3) The draft vision is presented at a Congregational Gathering
February 10 (lunch at 12:30 followed by group processing of
draft vision).
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4) At a congregational meeting, the Vision is approved and imple-

mented.
What we each can do next:

1) Reflect on ourselves. What gifts has God given us? How do we fit

into His Kingdom plans? What is He calling us to do as an indi
ual?

2) Reflect on our Community? What are the core spiritual needs
this community? How are the people around us lost?

3) Reflect with God. What scripture rises up as | consider all of th
What areas of prayer awareness is God calling me to?

This an exciting ti for
ored to be sharing it with you. Blessings!

me God

Pastor Ted
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Senior High Youth High School thru College - :
4464562 or hjhesterman@aol.com YOUth M I nIStrI es

Hew Hesterman

Recent Events:

On December §' about a dozen youth enjoyed an afternoon
out at the Hestermatriiranclo for a bonfire, roasting hot dogs
"ka pojlobp Isbo ~k | mbk cff
dusk. After dark we drove over to Candy Cane Lane to wal
the several blocks of highly decorated homes. The youth
counted 13 of the 37 decorated homes that had some refe
ence to thefreal reason for the seasanMost often this ref-
erence was in the form of a lighted plastic nativity set. We ¢
counted four homes with very Iarge NOEL signs (Noel
' French word essentially meaning Christmas), but since the
homes had no other indication that the owners knew that Jesus is the reason f
Christmas, we determined to discount them. The fact that cute little pengu
were also climbing all over the
four letters further supported
our assumption.

dl f kc

On December 16, 20Q7a very

small number of youth (three, if

you count me) went to watch

the live nativity presentation at

Trinity Baptist Church (corner of Monte Vista and Eldridge Avenue) As Pastor Steck welcomed the

"olta ~"ka ~“kklrk ba ge”~q qebv e”~sb _bbk bkgll vfkc

light drizzle started to fall, but this did not dampen their presentation. They did a great job of telling the
Christmas story with a full choir, actors, narration and live animals. | particularly enjgﬁed
the Carol of the Kings sung in three part harmony by the three kings with the choir bfack-

( ing them up. They made their visitors feel welcome with free cookies and hot cocod,

and in a very northreatening way invited anyone who wanted more information to

pick up a free Bible and/or talk to the folks at their information table.

Coming Up:

The youth are busy planning their second anndéiel ™ i b k q f kobThipis aCf k

great opportunity to enjoy a nice dinner and entertainment with your loved one g

also help support the youth financially. The dinner i¥|

scheduled from5:00- 7:00 pm on February 18; the

"Rrka"v bclob U~ibkqgf kb

b | important congregatlon meeting has also been Ny

scheduled for earlier this same day. Tickets for the

Ui bkgf kbap Cfkkbo tfili

youth for $15.00 per personTickets for the very im-

- portant congregation meeting will also soon be
E available for $55.00 per person. Just joking on thag/

4

Room Preparation 2007 .
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Sunday School Opening with Pastor Ted

= . RY o !
Thank you to all the Sunday School Teachers and Support Staff who provide these precious ongs
with the opportunity every week to learn more about Jesus. Your faithfulness is appreciated by the
entire Bethany congregation. And the Lord knows your many hours of preparation and prayer invplved
each week in every lesson.

AJesus sai d, OLet the | ittle chi
for the kingdom of heaven bel ong

Confirmation

Confirmation is going well this year witlimost 100% attendance every Wednesday night. Sun-
day School is also going well with great attendance and a lot of participation from the youth.

Confirmation Retreats: The New Year 2008 is upon us now and we are planning Confirmatior]
Retreats for both the 7 Grade Class and the"8Grade Class.

+  The 7" Grade Class will be attending a Confirmation Retreat &it. Cross on January
25, 26 and 27.

+  The 8" Grade Class will be attending a Confirmation Retreat &it. Cross on February
15, 16 and 17.

The Confirmation Team is looking forward to the opportunity to participate with the students in a
weekend of learning and fun. Many thanks to the parents of the Confirmations students for makipg
Confirmation instruction a priority while there are many other demands placed upon both studenfs
and parents during the year.

Carrie Dettmer, Confirmation Coordinator
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Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten Preschool Office 707 455678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

Margaret Sanderson, Director

A BLESSED NEW YEAR TO ALL OF
YOU!! We look forward to the opportuni-

January

ties this New Year brings to continue to P reSChOOI

share with Bethanyds 1e
wonderful outreach of a preschool pro- P raises

gram. Just think of it & for thirty four 4
years. Itis only in the last few years that — =

research has proven what you so wisely knew so many years ago dthe FIRST FIVE

YEARS of a childds |ife are cruci for |
only have our preschoolers gained socially and academically, they have

learned about Jesus and His love for them! What a wonderful and impor-

tant message to share during these critical early years!

PARENTSO6 NDGWbAday, January 14, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in

the Fellowship Hall, we have a very informative meeting planned. Carol
Krusemark and Deidre Scholtes, Speech and Language Pathologists, will
talk with parents about the devel opment of |speec
concern) that may indicate a need for further evaluation. Additionally, they will dis-
cuss ways to enhance childrends vocabul arnfyg
strategies and ways to foster early literacy. Please contact the preschool office if
you wish to attend.

SPECIAL THANKS & Thank you to our own Bethany Puppeteers & Thanks for

sharing Godoés | ove through your puppet mini ry ajt our

BIG PRESCHOOL HUGS to Miss Leta for hosting a cookie sale and craft boutique to
earn money for the Preschool and thank you to Ruth Himes for sharing her accordion play-

ing with our children. Special people make special schools!

LOOKING AHEAD : February is Priority Registration month for Bethany Lutheran
Church member families for the 2008 -2009 school year. Registration will be for our

part -time preschool sessions, as well as for our full -time preschool / extended care pro-
gram. A letter will be mailed to all Church members with age  -eligible children. If you

do not receive a letter by February 15, please contact the Preschool Office (451 -6678) so
you do not miss this opportunity to secure placenent.
oOpriority registrationo. Pl ease remember, you neeld to

ous twelve months in order to qualify for priority registration and tuition discount privileges.

SINGING PRAISES:  All the morning three and four year old sessions, as well as our
Early Kindergarten class wil/l be singin BEt hany
February 10.
Visit us on the web atww.bethanylutheranpreschool.co
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care S

Principal Ponderings . . .
52yQid ¢1S | . lylFEylF G2

Other people will use this time of year to talk about already broken
Fy@dKAY3I | o2dzi NBazfdziAzya Ay (KA

to strengthen me throughout the day. Besides, why worry about tomorrow
when each day brings enough trouble of its own?
So, | will instead tell all of what we need to properly equip ourselvg
T2N) oKIdQa G2 O02YS® . STF2NB &2dz
with the optional dragorshaped holder and small bow! to hold the Magic ¢
ball, let me clarify with a story. (Engage dream sequence music here.) | v
da0KSRdzZ SR (G2 R2 (GKS / KAfRNByQa a
our former church in Sacramento. | asked Pastor to act as if it was his to
Al GKFd RI@ odzi RARYQG FSSt tA71S
member (me) to do it. He kindly obliged, and we did such a wonderful jok
that he had to clarify things the next Sunday about our intentionaiuget

YEF1S F bSg ,SINRa NBaztdziazy gKSy

chool Office 707 4556683

Kris Schneider, Principal bethanyschool@pacbell.net

I YRk2NJ ySégte YIRS NBaztdziazyaT GKILK

Bethany Lutheran School

1011 Ulatis Drive
Vaicaville 95687
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a32YS KIFIR dzy FFANX & ONRGAOAT SR KAY
sage | then shared with the kids was simple: Be ready! We are told in 1
GSNE a'!'folreéa 0SS LINBLI NSR G2 3IAGS
IAPGS (KS NBlFaz2y F2N) 0KS K2LIS GKI
the kids that we should continue to study WHY we believe what we belie
while encouraging their families to allow them to practice on them.

How does that have anything to do with a banana and a knife figh
2Sffy K2g dzaS¥dzZ gAftft | oFylyl o
K2¢ dzaS¥FdzZ Aa 2dzNJ {y2¢6f SRAS | 62 dz
about it? Even a knife in a knife fight is useless if not used. Always be pr
pared to give the answer, and then give it when asked. Give the answer
how you act in your daily life.

On an episode of Survivor China, one member was voted off havi
the ability to save himself but was too blind and arrogant to see the need
play the immunity card. How often have we been blind to the times that W
could give a witness with words and/or actions? How often have we beel
FNNR3IFYy(d Sy2dAaAK G2 KAyl GKFG A

| dzZYAfT AG@ A& RAFFAOAZ GT L (y2¢9
knowing we passed on an opportunity to answer the call. Let us resolve {
begin each day with Jesus as our strength to face the one day ahead of

tion? der at 455683 o

Campus Tour

Invitation to any,
and all Church
Members from

the Grade Schot

to tour the
Campus while
School is in
Session to se€

what we do here

Call Kris Schnei

email blsprinci-
pal@castles.co
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today!

Visit us on the web atww.gobethany.com
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News10 Coats for Kids

The goal was 150 coats. Working together, we
breezed right past that with two weeks to go.

The goal then became 200 coats. See that thing i
your | iviewenirsor? ¥Yep,aood bye 200!

A total of 215 coats were collected and donated by the church angl
school ministries of Bethany Lutheran for the purpose of helping Sacrarbastd ABC affiliate,
KXTV, surpass their goal of 30,000 coét83,664 coats total collected! Families from the church an
schools took on the challenge as presented by School Principal Kris Schneider and gladly accepted by
Preschool Director Margaret Sanderson and Pastor Hartman.

Coats were collected at the church, preschool and grade school as well as at a-sdbdeatommunity
building event. There were enough coats to fill the back of a large SUV so they would spill out of fhe
back when the I ift gate was argavntled®ev. Okarless ¢ wi f
Manske, then delivered them to the studios in Sacramento while
having an opportunity to speak into the camera about this
gift from the collective ministries.

Thank you to all who made this event such a success! | know it
also feels good to have a little more room in the closet now. So, d
see 250 for next year?

Cards & Letters for Blue Star Moms

The students and staff of Bethany LuthefaB mi t h had everyoneds edgr whe
Schools and members of Bethany Lutheran Chyrbland experience saying that the troops will usudlly
wrote and made over 325 cards and letters for Bloead and reéead those letters, sometimes having [to
Star Moms. In addition to the cards and letters wetape them up to keep them intact. He also said they
two CDs of the gr ade s c|lwouldlalsosfdlduttra opt asddkeew thendctosedd teir h a n |
and appreciation for t hbeartwhan theysvenaoutdn patroleagdanrtreir norfjal Go d ¢
blessings on them. L daybés wor k. Ther el wer e
Blue Star Moms is a nationwic ® eyes while watching a beautifully don
organization with various chapte video the Blue Star Moms have madg,
throughout that also includes dads, especially when any and all studenfs
lings, and all sorts of loved ones. T who have been affected by the deploy-
goal is to not | 4 mentyob anlw/ed @re sverdasked to stapd
son or daughter be forgotten while sd® with Sergeant Smith to receive the gift
ing overseas or recovering locally. The cards and|lédver half of the room was standing tall and proud!
ters will be enclosed in care packages being sent fo be If you would like information as to how you

~d

received by Christmas. church and/or school can be connected to a local cljap-
Present to receive the heartfelt gifts were ther of Blue Star Moms, you may contact Bethany Lu-
chapterds President, Tonihe€Cahni choobhés mMember phl anHi

uniformed Army sergeant. All expressed their apgrée reached via-mail at bisprincipal@castles.com.
ciation and effect these gifts have on them. Sergeant
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