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Making Christian Disciples of All Nations:  at Bethany, in Vacaville, in Solano County and in the World  January 2008 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
Spirit of the Risen Christ, 
Be with us today and always, 
Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter, 
Be our Strength, our Courage and our Sanctifier. 
 

May this new year be a time 
Of deep spiritual growth for us, 
A time of welcoming Your graces and gifts, 
A time for forgiving freely and unconditionally, 
A time for growing in virtue and goodness. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
Be with us today and always. 
Amen. 
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A Note from Pastor Ted   
 

 òGodõs Vision for Bethanyõs  

Ministry in Vacaville, Californiaó 
 

 What is Godõs vision for Bethanyõs ministry in 

Vacaville? What is it that God wants to do here that 

goes beyond our limitations and depends upon Him 

to accomplish? How does God want to change this 

community for their good through what we do as a 

congregation? Where does the Holy Spirit òlight our internal fireó to such 

a degree that we are passionate and committed to what we do here? 
 

 Wow, those are big questions and quite appropriate for us right now. 

God has blessed Bethanyõs ministry and now points us toward new bless-

ings in the future. The visioning process that we are going through de-

pends upon our answering the above questions with humility, obedience, 

and excitement. 
 

 What we have done so far is to have a Congregational Gath-

ering where we:  
 1) Looked at church life cycles (birth through death). 

2) Challenged ourselves to be outward focused instead of inward fo-

cused. 

3) Considered the difference between a vision for ourselves and a 

vision for our community. 

4) Began praying that God should show us His vision for us. 
 

 What happens next?  
1) Congregational members share what they are learning with leader-

ship. 

2) Leadership (Council, MAT, SAT) meet January 5 to formulate a 

draft of the vision. 

3) The draft vision is presented at a Congregational Gathering on 

February 10 (lunch at 12:30 followed by group processing of the 

draft vision). 

4) At a congregational meeting, the Vision is approved and imple-

mented. 
 

 What we each can do next:  
1) Reflect on ourselves. What gifts has God given us? How do we fit 

into His Kingdom plans? What is He calling us to do as an individ-

ual? 

2) Reflect on our Community? What are the core spiritual needs of 

this community? How are the people around us lost? 

3) Reflect with God. What scripture rises up as I consider all of this? 

What areas of prayer awareness is God calling me to? 
 

 This an exciting time for Godõs ministry through Bethany. I am hon-

ored to be sharing it with you. Blessings! 
 

     Pastor Ted 
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com 

Recent Events:  
On December 9th about a dozen youth enjoyed an afternoon 
out at the Hesterman ñranchò for a bonfire, roasting hot dogs 
^ka p¤jlobp lsbo ^k lmbk cfob+ ^ka dlfkd clo ^ peloq e^vofab ^q 

dusk. After dark we drove over to Candy Cane Lane to walk 
the several blocks of highly decorated homes. The youth 
counted 13 of the 37 decorated homes that had some refer-
ence to the ñreal reason for the seasonò. Most often this ref-
erence was in the form of a lighted plastic nativity set. We also 
counted four homes with very large NOEL signs (Noel:  a 
French word essentially meaning Christmas), but since these 

homes had no other indication that the owners knew that Jesus is the reason for 
Christmas, we determined to discount them. The fact that cute little penguins 
were also climbing all over the 
four letters further supported 
our assumption.   
 
On December 16, 2007, a very 
small number of youth (three, if 
you count me) went to watch 
the live nativity presentation at  
Trinity Baptist Church (corner of Monte Vista and Eldridge Avenue). As Pastor Steck welcomed the 
`olta ^ka ^kklrk`ba qe^q qebv e^sb _bbk bkglvfkd _b^rqfcri tb^qebo clo qefp vb^o¤p mobpbkq^qflkp+ ^ 
light drizzle started to fall, but this did not dampen their presentation. They did a great job of telling the 

Christmas story with a full choir, actors, narration and live animals. I particularly enjoyed 
the Carol of the Kings sung in three part harmony by the three kings with the choir back-
ing them up. They made their visitors feel welcome with free cookies and hot cocoa, 
and in a very non-threatening way invited anyone who wanted more information to 

pick up a free Bible and/or talk to the folks at their information table.    
 
Coming Up:  
The youth are busy planning their second annual ñU^ibkqfkb¤p Cfkkboò. This is a 
great opportunity to enjoy a nice dinner and entertainment with your loved one and 

also help support the youth financially. The dinner is 
scheduled from 5:00 - 7:00 pm on February 10th; the 
Rrka^v _bclob U^ibkqfkb¤p C^v- @ipl+ klqb qe^q ^ sbov 
important congregation meeting has also been 
scheduled for earlier this same day. Tickets for the 
U^ibkqfkb¤p Cfkkbo tfii pllk _b ^s^fi^_ib colj qeb 
youth for $15.00 per person. Tickets for the very im-
portant congregation meeting will also soon be 
available for $55.00 per person. Just joking on that!  
 
   In His Peace; Hew   

Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Room Preparation 2007 
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Parish Education            Ray Goodson  

Sunday School Opening with Pastor Ted 

Thank you to all the Sunday School Teachers and Support Staff who provide these precious ones 

with the opportunity every week to learn more about Jesus. Your faithfulness is appreciated by the 

entire Bethany congregation. And the Lord knows your many hours of preparation and prayer involved 

each week in every lesson. 
 

ñJesus said, óLet the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,  
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.ôò  Matthew 19:14 

Confirmation  
 

Confirmation is going well this year with almost 100% attendance every Wednesday night. Sun-

day School is also going well with great attendance and a lot of participation from the youth.  
 

Confirmation Retreats:  The New Year 2008 is upon us now and we are planning Confirmation 

Retreats for both the 7th Grade Class and the 8th Grade Class.  
 

The 7th  Grade Class will be attending a Confirmation Retreat at Mt. Cross on January 

25, 26 and 27. 

The 8th  Grade Class will be attending a Confirmation Retreat at Mt. Cross on February 

15, 16 and 17.  
 

The Confirmation Team is looking forward to the opportunity to participate with the students in a 

weekend of learning and fun. Many thanks to the parents of the Confirmations students for making 

Confirmation instruction a priority while there are many other demands placed upon both students 
and parents during the year. 
 

     Carrie Dettmer, Confirmation Coordinator 
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Margaret Sanderson, Director 

Preschool Office 707 451-6678 

bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

A BLESSED NEW YEAR TO ALL OF 

YOU!! We look forward to the opportuni-

ties this New Year brings to continue to 

share with Bethanyõs congregation the 

wonderful outreach of a preschool pro-

gram. Just think of it ð for thirty four 

years. It is only in the last few years that 

research has proven what you so wisely knew so many years ago ð the FIRST FIVE 

YEARS of a childõs life are a crucial time for learning. Even more exciting, not 

only have our preschoolers gained socially and academically, they have 

learned about Jesus and His love for them! What a wonderful and impor-

tant message to share during these critical early years!  
 

PARENTSõ NIGHT ð On Monday, January 14, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall, we have a very informative meeting planned. Carol 

Krusemark and Deidre Scholtes, Speech and Language Pathologists, will  

talk with parents about the development of speech, and possible òred flagsó, (areas of 

concern) that may indicate a need for further evaluation. Additionally, they will dis-

cuss ways to enhance childrenõs vocabulary; and they will share communication 

strategies and ways to foster early literacy. Please contact the preschool office if 

you wish to attend.  
 

SPECIAL THANKS ð Thank you to our own Bethany Puppeteers ð Thanks for  

sharing Godõs love through your puppet ministry at our Santaõs Breakfast.  
 

BIG PRESCHOOL HUGS to Miss Leta for hosting a cookie sale and craft boutique to  

earn money for the Preschool and thank you to Ruth Himes for sharing her accordion play-

ing with our children. Special people make special schools!  
 

LOOKING AHEAD : February is Priority Registration month for Bethany Lutheran 

Church member families for the 2008 -2009 school year. Registration will be for our 

part -time preschool sessions, as well as for our full -time preschool / extended care pro-

gram. A letter will be mailed to all Church members with age -eligible children. If you  

do not receive a letter by February 15, please contact the Preschool Office (451 -6678) so  

you do not miss this opportunity to secure placement. Bethany memberõs grandchildren also qualify for 

òpriority registrationó. Please remember, you need to attend church at least twelve times in the previ-

ous twelve months in order to qualify for priority registration and tuition discount privileges.  
 

SINGING PRAISES: All the morning three and four year old sessions, as well as our 

Early Kindergarten class will be singing at Bethanyõs 11:15 am service on Sunday, 

February 10.  

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

 January  

Preschool 

Praises  

 

 

Margaret Sanderson, Director                                

Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten 
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

Kris Schneider, Principal 

School Office 707 451-6683 

bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

Principal Ponderings . . . 

 

Bethany Lutheran School  

1011 Ulatis Drive  

Vacaville  95687  

5ƻƴΩǘ ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ .ŀƴŀƴŀ ǘƻ ŀ YƴƛŦŜ CƛƎƘǘ 
 

 Other people will use this time of year to talk about already broken 
ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƴŜǿƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΤ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎΥ  LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ L Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
to strengthen me throughout the day. Besides, why worry about tomorrow 
when each day brings enough trouble of its own? 
 So, I will instead tell all of what we need to properly equip ourselves 
ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭ ōŀƭƭ 
with the optional dragon-shaped holder and small bowl to hold the Magic 8-
ball, let me clarify with a story. (Engage dream sequence music here.) I was 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀǘ 
our former church in Sacramento. I asked Pastor to act as if it was his to do 
ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇƛŎƪ ǎƻƳŜ ǳƴǎǳǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
member (me) to do it. He kindly obliged, and we did such a wonderful job 
that he had to clarify things the next Sunday about our intentional set-up; 
ǎƻƳŜ ƘŀŘ ǳƴŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ άǇƛŎƪƛƴƎέ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎπ
sage I then shared with the kids was simple:  Be ready! We are told in 1 Pe-
ǘŜǊΣ ά!ƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΦέ όŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ оΣ ǾŜǊǎŜ мрōύ L ǘƻƭŘ 
the kids that we should continue to study WHY we believe what we believe 
while encouraging their families to allow them to practice on them. 
 How does that have anything to do with a banana and a knife fight? 
²ŜƭƭΣ Ƙƻǿ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŀ ōŀƴŀƴŀ ōŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘΚ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ 
Ƙƻǿ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
about it? Even a knife in a knife fight is useless if not used. Always be pre-
pared to give the answer, and then give it when asked. Give the answer by 
how you act in your daily life. 
 On an episode of Survivor China, one member was voted off having 
the ability to save himself but was too blind and arrogant to see the need to 
play the immunity card. How often have we been blind to the times that we 
could give a witness with words and/or actions? How often have we been 
ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀπ
tion? 
 IǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΤ L ƪƴƻǿΗ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ 

knowing we passed on an opportunity to answer the call. Let us resolve to 

begin each day with Jesus as our strength to face the one day ahead of us - 

today! 
Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

Campus Tours 
 

Invitation to any 
and all Church 
Members from 

the Grade School 
to tour the  

Campus while 
School is in  

Session to see 
what we do here. 

 

Call Kris Schnei-
der at 451-6683 or 

email blsprinci-
pal@castles.com 
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News10 Coats for Kids  
 

The goal was 150 coats. Working together, we 

breezed right past that with two weeks to go. 
 

The goal then became 200 coats. See that thing in 

your lifeõs rear-view mirror? Yep, good bye 200! 

 

A total of 215 coats were collected and donated by the church and 

school ministries of Bethany Lutheran for the purpose of helping Sacramento-based ABC affiliate, 

KXTV, surpass their goal of 30,000 coats ð 33,664 coats total collected! Families from the church and 

schools took on the challenge as presented by School Principal Kris Schneider and gladly accepted by 

Preschool Director Margaret Sanderson and Pastor Hartman. 

 

Coats were collected at the church, preschool and grade school as well as at a school-wide community 
building event. There were enough coats to fill the back of a large SUV so they would spill out of the 

back when the lift gate was opened. Krisõ wife, Christy, and his father-in-law, the Rev. Charles 

Manske, then delivered them to the studios in Sacramento while  

having an opportunity to speak into the camera about this  

gift from the collective ministries. 

 

Thank you to all who made this event such a success! I know it 

also feels good to have a little more room in the closet now. So, do I 

see 250 for next year? 

 The students and staff of Bethany Lutheran 

Schools and members of Bethany Lutheran Church 

wrote and made over 325 cards and letters for Blue 

Star Moms. In addition to the cards and letters were 

two CDs of the grade school studentsô words of thanks 

and appreciation for the troops and prayers of Godôs 

blessings on them. 

 Blue Star Moms is a nationwide 

organization with various chapters 

throughout that also includes dads, sib-

lings, and all sorts of loved ones. Their 

goal is to not let their, or anyone elseôs, 

son or daughter be forgotten while serv-

ing overseas or recovering locally. The cards and let-

ters will be enclosed in care packages being sent to be 

received by Christmas. 

 Present to receive the heartfelt gifts were the 

chapterôs President, Toni Colip; other members, and a 

uniformed Army sergeant. All expressed their appre-

ciation and effect these gifts have on them. Sergeant 

Smith had everyoneôs ear when he spoke from first 

hand experience saying that the troops will usually 

read and re-read those letters, sometimes having to 

tape them up to keep them intact. He also said they 

would also fold them up and keep them close to their 

heart when they went out on patrol and in their normal 

dayôs work. There were tears in many 

eyes while watching a beautifully done 

video the Blue Star Moms have made, 

especially when any and all students 

who have been affected by the deploy-

ment of a loved one were asked to stand 

with Sergeant Smith to receive the gifts. 

Over half of the room was standing tall and proud! 

 If you would like information as to how your 

church and/or school can be connected to a local chap-

ter of Blue Star Moms, you may contact Bethany Lu-

theran Schoolôs Principal, Kris Schneider. He is able to 

be reached via e-mail at blsprincipal@castles.com. 

Cards & Letters for Blue Star Moms  
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