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BETHANY LUTHERAN New Beginnings . ..

CHURCH AND SCHOOLS

New Beginnings are exciting,
Rev. Vernon Oestmann

Senior Pastor T time. | &m eewchegineird 2
as your Senior Past ornewbkeginmngs iao K

Freida Nevills ministry together underm BRdthtaary

Church Administrative Assistant

Kris Schneider

Deacon/Schools Principal C h r iThere arénew beginnings in building relationships with one

another. Most importantly, there are excitimgw beginnings await-

done in all that we set out to accomplish. | pray that God will be glor
fied in all that we say and do. And | pray that all members of Betha

n
Ministerial Advisory....Jerry Miller | \;theran Church will be the light of Christ to everyone in Vacaville ar'
School Advisory....... Donna Wirth beyond

Social Ministry.......Lynn Holbrook

Ministry Team Chairperson

O Donna Wirth New beginnings are ahead and | look forward to our
Fellowship......... Cathy Hesterman bedinni ¢ th

Parish Education....Ray Goodson new beginnings togetnher.

Properties................. Rick Dwelle ~ ;
Stewardship.........coveeeeernnd Open Gogoszl essings
YOuth......o.cvoveeeeann P.J. Goodson astor Vern

Dear Friends in Christ,
This is my last time to address you in the Bethany Breezes. In five months | have grown to love and

your affirmation of me as Godds servant!

Vacancy Pastor Bill Plath

» especially when one has waited for a long

bou
i n
0s

Lutheran nurtures in each person an active, personal relationship wigh Jesu

Margaret Sanderson ing us as God pours out His Spirit upon us and as He guides us intgjthe
FrEsehet e new opportunities that are before us.

Bugir?;?é 'Xgmiiﬁrator In 1 John 2 we readfWhoever claims to live in him must walk fas
Jesus diéDear friends, | am not writing you a new command but an ¢ld
one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is fhe me:

Bethany Church Council sage you have hedidet | am writing you a new command; its truth is seen

Charles Allen. President in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light i$ alreac

David Grundmann, Vice PresidentS N 1 nAill ougnevd beginnings are focused on our life with Jesus
Amber Aweau, Secretary Christ.
Bop ‘;?l’;‘ﬁjg?ﬁrf;fasurer In a few weeks | will be in your midst and will be installed as
Cindy Miller your Senior Pastor. As Godds skr v,
Jeff Strickland try. | pray that God will bless this ministry in abundant ways. | pray that
you wi || be blessed to be a bl pssi

appre

ciate you and your ministry. Your kindness and expressions of appreciation have touched my heart. Thank you fo

I commend the lay leadership who have stepped up to keep the ministry vibrant during your pastoral va-

cancy. Now that you have Pastor Vern and Debby |j oi
God to have His way with you and youol | have tHe p

ment is about.
As individuals and as a congregatioiB3, |ive qQqut
God be with you oO6til we mget
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Presi dent 6s Re p

Where has the time gone? It seems like just yesterday that Pastor Seto a
nadette let us know that they were returning to Hawaii to care for their parg
Initially, | think we were stunned. What did the future hold for us? How cou
we make it through without our Pastor? We were in despair:

AWhy are you downcast, O my

your hope i n God, f(PEsalmp25wi | I @

o di
hi m

Even then, God was with us, guiding us. We made it past the turmoil and sense of loss in the mofths
foll owing Pastor Setobs announcement and delpart
pointment of several declined calls. God encouraged us; telling us He had a plan for us; to keep the

course and we would be pleased.

AeFor | know the plans | have for youo] dec

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon

me and come and pray t dlemmiagh2%1d2) | wil |l Jl i st
Webve grown so much in such a short period Jof ti

much, God has taught us to be more self reliant; to not put such a heavy burden on the pastor. He helped
us pull together. Remember the cottage meetings, the vision and goal setting meetings and the cppital
campaign? God used each of these to |ift oujr spi

He blessed us with great spiritual leaders in the interim. Pastor Nicholus, Pastor Grammes, Pastqr Rit-
tenbach, Pastor Hartman, Pastor Plath and countless supply pastors all have served us well. Eagh im-

February 22, we will install him as our new senior pastor. As | wrote
about in the last newsletter, we certainly have our challenges, but Godgl

parted Godds wisdom to help us gr ow.
He truly knows how much we appreciate and love them for all they have done for

us
‘ Now, we welcome Pastor Vernon Oestmann and his wife Debby. God pas
provided us a spiritual leader that is a perfect fit for our congregation. @n

Ma y

continues to shower us with His blessing. He has given a strong congrepa-

tion, great staff, committed leaders and a green field on which to spread the Gospel and to bring Rll into

a personal relationship with Him.

I pray Godbébs teachings over the past coupl e
is not only the calling of the senior pastor; it is our calling, too. We are planning a series of cottag

chance to meet Pastor in close fellowship. Prior to then, | pray that you consider how God is calli
to share your gifts in ministry and you take the time to share with Pastor how you plan to use the
further Godoés kingdom. God has bl e sl§)podrclwiaedsh
to use them for His glory.

meetings to occur shortly after Pastor Oestmann arrives. These meetings will give the congregathn a

How Great is Our God!
Charles

U
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Sj)cinﬂ[l“ Njﬁlﬂ&Sj Gardening with God
|

| know God loves Sunday School 1 Itis one of His many
gardening tools.

Remember what happened to the farmer who put seeds on
the footpath 1 the birds ate them; what about the seeds he
planted in the rocks? T They grew quickly, but the rocks
could not protect the plant from the hot sun and it burned
up; What happened to the seeds planted in the thorns? i1
The thorns grew faster and kept the seed from growing;
What happened to the seeds planted in the good soil ~ ?7 They
grew well and produced fruit.

Godods Withe sked, and Jesus is the farmer. Jesus wants
you and me to know that His Holy Spirit plants His Word in us
through Holy Baptism.

Jesus wants us always to have andtrust His Word. He wants us to
gladly hear and learn His Word.

] Jesus knows that on our own we wonh
hear and learn it; so He gives us parents, pastors and teacher who tell us
about God.

/ He gives us our church and Sunday School where we can come and hear
2 | the Word of God.

ComeTl join us for Sunday School T Letthe Holy Spirit call, gather, enlighten and keep us
in the Word. Let His Word grow and produce fruit.

Let6s |l earn from Godds garde

e God can plant faith in our hearts. %@

e Get nourishment from the Word and Sacraments. m@
e Let God work through the Christian care we receive from rg)

parents, pastors and teachers.

el t wildl have a positive growing effect

Hope to see you all at Sunday School!
Pat Green, Sunday School Coordinator
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten Bethany Lutheran P res

(@]

Office 707 4516678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.ng _
Margaret Sanderson, Director
February Preschool _ID_[alses -
}M but fkedgp t
J
] d thelother
There arg’ so many people to thank who helped us with our 35 yea lebra- §
ti ong It ps albsmabout celebratin Chrii st ¢s |
each other. We t ank each and every one of you for helping make thisjthe '
best party ever! Ve would also like to thr;%iethdny Lutheran Church ffor !
making it possible for us to offer a quality preschool that meets the nedds
of the wg‘nole child (spiritual, physical, emotional, social, creative and cqgni- [
tive) and to our fg milie{who touch our hearts everyday. |
5 - :
1 \ v .
Preschool Priority Registration for Bethany members takes place this nonth,
and families with age eIig?b_Ie children should already have received alletter. :
IF YOU DID NOT NTACT THE PRESCHOOL?
OFFICE ASAP. B " to register their |
chlldreJ:I and afterjthat, we-willit L
and families from o rv\iéitih’gi,s ?,' !
| S * ?
Please be sure to jotda f
Thursday, April 2 Mont e | Vi st
dmn& fundraiser. The £Easter Bu
phottjgrapher Miss C rptl W|I1 g
hours of 5:00 pm and|8:C
who enjoy a meal of
support!
Saturday, April 25
IS invited! Tickets
'L—-..-—w Visit us on the web atww.bethanylutheranpreschool.com |
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A lot has been going on at the grade school lately. You are welcome to
cC ome
the lives of families everyday. Please just give us a call first. Following

Bethany Breezes

Bethany L

Oifice 707 4516683; bethanyschool
1011 Ulatis Drive 95687

Kris Schneider, Principal

Kincergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care

utheran Church A LCMS

@pacbell.net

Grade School Happenings

and see whatds going on at

ust some of the highlights of v

what:

The ParerdiTeacher Organization (PTO) has rejuvenated the much
desired After School Enrichment Programs. Over half of the student
are involved in one or more of the following actlvmes ﬂled by various

parents and staff: oé I

Math
Art with Different Media

Drawing/lllustration
Engineering (Odyssey of the Ming
Fashion Design Drama (Odyssey of the Mind)

Soccer @ American Girl @Z@

Jewelry Making
The students in grades® are preparing for a spring trip to Wolf
Mountain for a science and outdoor adventure camp. One of the wa
people can help is by dropping off their CRV recyclables to the scho
for students to redeem for cash, thus lessening the-olpocket costs
for each participant. Feel free to help in any way you are able.
The school is also becoming more intent in its recycling efforts. Ther
are bins for paper and plastic bag collection, as well as for aluminun
cans and plastic bottles in thevidng.

T T S
T = T = R

Collection bins for dry groceries and used clothing have been set up| |

the Bwing hallway so we may support the Vacaville Storehouse.
The school has submitted its application for the Initial Visit phase of
creditation with Western Association of Schools and Colleges and
awaits its visit in March. Many thanks to the members of the newly
formed School Advisory Team for doing such an excellent job on thi
phase of the process!

We are proud of and very happy that the school will be represented
the following students in various Spelling Bees throughout the city,
county and region:

+  Nic Bowers, grade 7 +  Melissa Marquez
+  Dakota Tan, grade 6 1+ P.J. Martinez
+  Lauren Vidal 1+ Harrison Paschal

1 Taylor Fields

the teachers to be
honored as Student
of-the-Month:

ISeptember:
Ethan Schneider, K
Alex Paschal, Grade 2
Jordan Milby, Grade 3
Casey Smith, Grade 6
s Angelica Bouzo$rade 7

gDctober:

Kyle Murphy, K

Kaylee Dodd, Grade 2

Emma Spangenthal,
Grade 4

Miranda Psaila, Grade 5

Ryan Shepherd, Grade §

November:

Ava Ruiz, K
AC1 ena Brunfield, Grade 1
Carson Knutson, Grade |
Tiffany Buss, Grade 6

-

5 Megan HillendahGrade 8

December:
bY Cameron Van Buskirk, K
Zoe Strickland, Grade 1
Braden Anderson,
Grade 4
Weston Snyder, Grade 5
Melissa Marquez, Grade

e
I

e Five teachers from

Congratulations also to the following students who were nominated and grades K through

chosen by Visit us on the web atww.gobethany.com

(Continued on pag&8)
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Senior High Youth High School thru College

4464562 or hjhesterman@aol.co YOUth MiniStrieS

Hew Hesterman

Recent Events:

At our first meeting of the new year, the youth group
took some time to reflect on the many activities we er
joyed in 2008. We talked about what was good, and i
a few cases, what was disappointing. Then we dis-
cussed what we could do to help make 2009 better.
We all agreed that having Pastor Oestmaiwn-boardd
is already a highlight of 2009fter our rather serious
discussion, we transitioned right into a silly game invoiv-
ing the throwing of eightyfive, basebalsized nerf balls into large plastic tubs (the
goal), and, of course, throwing them repeatedly at each other (not the goal).

One of the many activities that we decided to do again in 2009 was our nranwnual

Valentines dinner. This neatly seguesg to @ ' ' @

S 2 % Coming up: ' February 8 5:00 pm

The youth are busy preparing for thethird annual
Valentines DinnerThis is a great opportunity to en-

. now-experienced wait staff), while taking in some
romantic entertainment for you to fondly remember
M the night. We also will have a few valentifl@emed
raffle prizes available (please let me know if you

2007 WaitStafL ast year 6s

We ol fing them t oHOMURY O have a photogiaph taken with your
loved one. Last year we served 57 guests and this

year we think we could serve just a few moeebutal keq tAf g qgéat_F
$15 eaclwe expect they will sell out fast!

Tickets are available from a youth representative in the Fellowship Hall after each s
vice. The dinner is scheduled 6100 - 7:00 pm on February '8 the Sundaybefore

Uri bkqf kbep C/™rv-
In His Peace; Hew

joy a delicious meal with your valentine (served by ja

would I|ke to donate somethlng special), and an opt

er-



