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Christmas 2008 
Come Rejoice with Us at 

Bethany! 

Wednesday Advent Services 
Humility - December 3rd at 7:00 pm 

Human/Divine - December 10th at 7:00 pm 
Joy - December 17th at 7:00 pm 

 

Weekly Advent Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Services 
Wednesday, December 24th 

   

 7:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service 
 11:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service 

Christmas Day Service 
Thursday, December 25th at 10:00 am  



Page 2 Bethany Lutheran Church ñLCMS  

Bethany Breezes 

BETHANY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH AND SCHOOLS  

Rev. Bill Plath 
Vacancy Pastor 

 

Freida Nevills 
Church Administrative Assistant 

 

Kris Schneider 
Deacon/Schools Principal 

 

Margaret Sanderson 
Preschool Director 

 

Cathy Mathews 
Business Administrator 

 
 

 

Bethany Church Council 
 

Charles Allen, President 

David Grundmann, Vice President 

Amber Aweau, Secretary 

Bob Johnston, Treasurer 

David Bowman 

Rick Martinez 

Cindy Miller 

Jeff Strickland 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 Finishing my third month as your vacancy 

pastor provides me enough insight to make sev-

eral solid observations: 
 

1. Bethany congregation has many gifted/

talented members who love the Lord Jesus 

and enjoy serving in His Kingdom! Keep it 

up!! 

2. The staff that you have been blessed with is 

exceptional. Remember to thank them and 

show your gratefulness by sharing in a staff 

appreciation Christmas gift using the enve-

lopes provided. 

3. You have not wavered in your ministry with-
out a senior pastor. 

4. Your ministry touches over 600 people in a 

weekõs time. This includes preschool, day 

school and church activities. These 600+ im-

pact the lives of many others and so you 

must realize the power of God that flows 

from the parish and its preaching/teaching 

ministry. 
 

 I could mention other things Iõm pleased 

to see and experience, but this will do for now.  

 May the gift that came down from above, 

Jesus, be with you and bless you each day. 

 From my wife, Joy, myself and the staff at 

Bethany, we wish you a very Merry Christmas 

and a Blessed New Year. 
 

 See you at Worship! 

 Pastor Bill Plath  

 As we contemplate the ongoing Call process, it is always easy to focus 

only on the absence of a pastor. Instead, I would encourage all of us to think 

about the way God has blessed Bethany with spirit-filled leadership. I believe 

Bethany is experiencing a revival in our lay participation. The role of the pastor 

is not to do everything for us. Rather under his guidance and leadership, we be-

come better equipped to share the good news of Jesus Christ to those who do 

not know Him as their Lord and Savior. 

 

 Hopefully, we will be welcoming a new pastor soon! In the meantime, 

as we open our hearts and minds to the Holy Spirit, God will provide even more 

opportunities for us to minister to the hurting. Praise God! 

 

     Jerry Miller, MAT Leader 
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Recent Activities:  
 

Since the recent time change (November 2nd) and now that our regular Sun-
day-evening meeting time begins after dark, the Youth Group has been a bit 

more focused on indoor activities. During our weekly study time, we are cur-
rently reading a book by Ron Luce entitled: ñBattle Cry for My 

Generation ï The fight to Save our Friendsò. The basic premise of 
this book is that the current generation is faced with an incredible onslaught of evil in 
many forms, and that we as Christians need to recognize these evils and be pre-
pared to fight them head-on. While fighting evil has certainly not been absent from 
Beofpqf^k¤p ifsbp fk mobsflrp dbkbo^qflkp+ H qefkh qeb tofqbo j^hbp pljb dlla 
points about the serious battles that the youth of this generation are facing. He 
points out some specific things that have changed in recent decades and he 
prompts the youth to recognize the dangers, and outlines what can be done to keep 
themselves, and their friends, from falling prey to the evil one. The ensuing discussions en-
`lro^db jb ^p ^ vlrqe ib^abo ql molsfab obibs^kq afp`rppflk ^ka ^mmif`^qflk lc Fla¤p Vloa ql ebim 
connect our youth with Jesus as their Lord and Savior instead of the ñotherò option.   

 
Speaking of connecting with Jesus, I would like to share with the congregation about 
elt ^kuflrp qeb vlrqe ^ob ql pmbka pljb qfjb b^`e tbbh fk pe^ofkd lkb ^klqebo¤p _ro,
dens, and in prayer for all aspects of our lives. Special prayer needs of the congregation 
and our community are regularly included. This group of youth really knows how to talk 
with Jesus!  

 

Coming Up Next:  
 

On December 7th, the youth are scheduled to repeat a fun event we enjoyed 
last year:  Starting at 4:00 pm we plan to head up to the 

Gbpqboj^k¤p clo pljb o^k`e-style fun such as a bon-
cfob ^ka ^ e^v ofab+ qebk ^cqbo a^oh tb¤ii q^hb ^ t^ih,

ing tour of Candy Cane Lane, and wrap up the evening with 
hot cocoa and hot dogs and smores roasted over an open 
fire.   

 
In His Peace;  

Hew   

Congratulations to 
David & Rebecca Lucchese 

& Big Brother Nico 
 

Lars made his debut on October 27, 2008 
at 8 pounds 11 ounces and 21 1/2 inches 
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Sunday School   Pat Green, Director  

Coming up December 21 st at 10 am  
"The Streets of Bethlehem"  

 

Come be a part  
of the live  

Nativity, enjoy  
some delicious  
food,  listen to  
some beautiful  

music and marvel  
at the transformation of the  

Fellowship Hall into...  
"The Streets of Bethlehem"!  

 

Please bring canned food for FISH  
Help us reach our goal of 100 cans!  

Bethany  

Preschool 

Pix 
 

Scarecrow 

Miss Irma 

Harvest Festival 
 

Election 

Time - 

Casting 

Presidential 

Ballots 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 
Bethany Lutheran Preschool 

Margaret Sanderson, Director  

December Preschool Praises ð 2008  
 

Listen closely, and you will hear choirs of angels singing songs of 

joy in celebration of Christõs birth! The preschoolers, wearing 

halos, of course, invite you to attend any one of their Christmas Pro-

grams scheduled as follows:  

December 18 th   9 am, 10 am & 1 pm  

December 19 th   9 am, 10 am & 1 pm  
The children will also enjoy making Christmas gifts for their families this month. 

Each class will have a Nativity Scene in their Dramatic Play area so the children can 

re -enact the glorious story of Christõs birth, and they will go to the Sanctuary to hear òChapel 

Talksó. 

J - E- S- U- S 
(Sung to the tune of Bingo)  

 

A Savior born on Christmas Day  

And Jesus is His nameðo! 

J -E-S-U-S, J -E-S-U-S, J -E-S-U-S 

And Jesus is His name -o! 
 

We thank the Senior Lunch Bunch for inviting our PS/EC to sing for them at their  

December 16 th  Christmas Luncheon . 
 

Dine Out at Burger King  and support our Preschool at the same time! The last 

Wednesday of each month between the hours of 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm , we will 

receive a portion of the proceeds from everyone who dines at Burger King on  

681 Elmira Road. This generous offer comes from the Sacca family, business 

owners and parents of a preschooler!  
 

Looking Ahead:   
 

Singing in Church on January 25 th  to celebrate our 35 years . 
 

Our annual Spring Carnival  will be held on Saturday, April 25 th  

from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm .  
 

Wishing you all the joys of CHRISTMAS ,  

as seen through the eyes of a child!  
 

While looking at a book about the birth of baby Jesus. "My favorite of this story is that everybody, 
everybody, came to see  baby Jesus. The animals came to look at Jesus . Thatõs my favorite, favor-
ite  part, too."       Mitchell Provencher ( 4 year old preschooler)  

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

Office 707 451-6683; bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    

Christmas is next, right? 
 

άCƻǊ L ŀƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƴƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ƴƻǊ ŘŜƳƻƴǎΣ 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΦέ 

Romans 8:38-39 
 

 Go into any store these days, and you 
will see remnants of Halloween, the totality of 
Thanksgiving and the upcoming mega-blitz of 
Christmas. I wondered why stores were so 

quick to put out their Christmas stuff when I read that retailers were doing 
it to jumpstart the Christmas shopping frenzy and make as much money as 
possible as early as and as much as was possible. No surprise there! 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ 
beginning to actually enjoy the shopping experience, but only a LITTLE bit. 
When I am out shopping, I listen for Christmas carols and not holiday 
songs. I listen if those carols are also being played with the words. I look at 
how people will stop to look at a Nativity scene with a certain amount of 
respect, as if it still has meaning, even though it is now called a manger 
ǎŎŜƴŜΦ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
like. (NOTE:  This is where the usual message of baby Jesus comes 
ƛƴΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴŜΦύ 

Look at the text above, and see if you can relate it to 
what I am saying here. Be careful! We all need to do our best to 
remember that the devil works in many ways, some subtle and 
some overt. Sometimes he works as a price tag on a Nativity scene that is 
money better spent somewhere else. Sometimes he works in an argument 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ōŀōȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ όhƪŀȅ - I 
mentioned baby Jesus.) Sometimes he sits like a weight on our shoulders 
to make us grumpy during this time of the year. (Yes, I know that some 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ ƎǊǳƳǇȅΣ ōǳǘ {ŀǘŀƴΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ 
ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊΦύ ¢ƻƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭΚ ¢ƻƻ ōŀŘΗ LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜΗ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦ Ŏŀƴ ōŜπ
come a barrier, a separation. 

Nothing will separate us from the love of God, because by humble 
repentance we die to our sin every day and then get picked up by a Savior 
who let Himself be picked up and placed upon a cross. Remember, that is 
why He came. Nothing will separate us from the love of God, because His 
ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
can separate us 
from the love of 

God, because His love 
is eternal. 

So, now what? 
Try this for starters. 
Lean over in humble 
submission to the Lord, 
and let Him get that 
monkey of a burden, 
the devil, off your 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪΦ LΩƭƭ 
be right there with you. 

Let Him do it 
so you can 
get on 
with this 

big gift of life 
IŜΩǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ 

all of us! 
Merry Christ-

mas, my fellow broth-

ers and sisters of the 

Christian faith. Merry 

Christmas! 

Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 
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Thanksgiving is past and the Christmas season is 

upon us. In a time when we should be trying to 

find peace, we tend to be the busiest. December 

brings a lot of activity:  Presents to 

buy, cards to send, dinners to prepare 

and parties to attend. During this 

month, we have people all around 

us. There certainly is a lot of merriment and 

cheer, but even with all of this activity, people 

tend to be the loneliest in December.  
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is 

given, and the government will be on 

his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Isaiah 9:1 
 

Especially during December, and throughout the 

entire year, we can find solace in the Christ child, 

Emmanuel. It is through Him that we can have 

everlasting peace; a peace that goes beyond pre-

sents; a peace that goes beyond our (broken) rela-

tionships; a peace that goes beyond the (fallen) 

promises of this world. Even when the world ap-

pears to be against us, when our loneliness and 

despair is the greatest, our peace is in Him. 
 

As we close 2008, we realize how God has 

blessed us over the past couple of years while we 

have been without a pastor. He has given us some 

incredible interim/visiting pastors (Pastor Nico-

lus, Pastor Hartman, Pastor Plath, Pastor 

Grammes and Pastor Rittenbach) 

as He guides us through the Call 

process. He has blessed us with 

an incredible school and staff 

(Principal/Deacon Kris Schnei-

der and Margaret Sanderson) 

and all of the teachers and 

helpers that allow our school 

to minister to the future Chris-

tian leaders of the years ahead. 

He has blessed us with amazing staff (Freida 

Nevills and Cathy Mathews) who quietly keep 

the church running. And, He has blessed us with 

dedicated and faithful leaders who volunteer their 

time day in and day out in support of the ministry 

of the church:  Worship, Fellowship, Property, 

Outreach, Youth, LWML, Education, Social Min-

istry, Music, Choir, Sr. High, Youth, Council, 

MAT, SAT and countless others 

who are involved in every facet of 

our ministry.   

 

As we look toward a bright 2009, I am confident 

God will provide us a new Sr. Pastor and will al-

low us to add additional staff to support him. He 

will provide us increased school attendance, tak-

ing the pressure off of our finances. He will guide 

us to have regular worship services at the Ulatis 

Drive campus. He will lay a 

vision in our hearts to serve 

the needy in our community 

in ways we havenôt even 

imagined. More than 

anything else, He will con-

tinue to help us believe that 

our mission in life is to bring everyone 

that we touch into a deeper personal rela-

tionship with Him. 
 

My first six months as the president of the con-

gregation have been wonderful. Although I still 

have much to learn and continue to make many 

mistakes, you have been amazingly patient and 

kind to me.   
 

I find peace in knowing I have fellow Christians 

to help me through my struggles, have someone I 

can talk to who will help reassure me when I 

question whether I can do it and have someone 

who will praise God when (miraculously) all of 

the pieces fall correctly in place. When 

the hustle and bustle of Christmas 

drags me down, I will find peace 

through fellowship with you! 

Praise God, Emmanuel! 
 

 Charles 
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Mission and Ministry by Mel Riggert 

 
What is Vaca FISH? FISH is an independent, non-profit, non-denominational organization that operates a food 
pantry which supplies food to the needy families of the Vacaville area. 
 

In 1971, three Vacaville residents heard about a group in the Eastern U.S. who helped travelers in need when 
passing through their town, supplying gasoline and food. From this idea, Rev. Archie Smith, his wife and Sally 
Warner came up with a similar idea for Vacaville. Their ideas were put together by Charlotte Waggy, a local 
school teacher and member of Bethany. They organized and contacted local gas stations and grocers for help and 
volunteers made sandwiches to help the traveling needy. Volunteers came mostly from local churches. 
 

From this beginning, although the focus has changed to helping the local needy, FISH now has 30 people volun-
teering with office duties, 25 bagging the groceries and 14 people stocking, purchasing food or picking up do-

nated food for the pantry. The money collected by FISH is used to primarily buy food for the pantry 
with some of the money used to pay rent, utilities and insurance. None of the workers receive pay 

or expenses; all work is volunteered. 
  

For many years, the FISH office was located at Bethany Lutheran Church but a place was 
needed where food could be stored and distributed from the same place. The FISH office is 
now located in a modular unit at 1102 Alamo Drive (near the Three Oaks Community Center 
and behind the Skate Park) which is rented from the city of Vacaville. The Bethany parish 

hall is still used to package and distribute Thanksgiving and Christmas boxes on the Saturday 
before each of those Holidays. 
 

Needy families seeking food may call the FISH office or come in to order food packages. The order is processed 
and families are given enough food for 3 days, once a month. For Thanksgiving and Christmas 
boxes, enough food is given the family for a large Holiday meal. FISH has served up to 250 of 
these boxes each holiday. Local organizations normally supply turkeys and volunteers 
make pies. Throughout the year many organizations supply time, money and food in-
cluding the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and local churches and businesses. Raleys has do-
nated over $10,000 worth of food each year with their Food for Families program. 
 

The FISH office is open from 10am to 2pm, 5 days a week to take orders and dis-

tribute food. New volunteers are always needed if you have time to give. For do-

nations of canned or boxed food, there is a container in the Narthex at Bethany 

marked for FISH. For donating money, mark it for FISH and put in the offering 

ǇƭŀǘŜΦ ό/ƘŜŎƪǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ CL{IΦύ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ  άΧǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нрΥпл See picture on page 12 


