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Making Christian Disciples of All Nations:  at Bethany, in Vacaville, in Solano County and in the World  December  2007  

Christmas 2007 
Come Rejoice with Us at 

Bethany! 

Wednesday Advent Services 
Hope - December 5th at 7:00 pm 

Faith - December 12th at 7:00 pm 
Love - December 19th at 7:00 pm 

 

Weekly Advent Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Services 
Monday, December 24th 

 

 6:00 pm Family Service 
 7:30 pm Candlelight Communion Service 
 11:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service 

Christmas Day Service 
Tuesday, December 25th at 10:00 am  
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BETHANY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL  

Bethany Lutheran Church ñLCMS  

 

 

Rev. Ted Hartman 
Transitional Pastor 

 

Freida Nevills 
Church Administrative Assistant 

 

Kris Schneider 
Schools Principal 

 

Margaret Sanderson 
Preschool Director 

 

Mary -Betty Stevenson 
Music Director 

 

 

Bethany Church Council 
 

Curt Johnston, President 

Open, Vice President 

David Bowman, Secretary 

David Grundmann, Treasurer 

Bill Denton 

Greg Duncan 

Bob Johnston 

Mike Kostka 

Mike McCall 

Shawn Sanborn 
 

 

Ministry Team Chairperson 
 

Ministerial Advisory .. Don Henrich 

School Advisory..................... Open 

Social Ministry ....................... Open 

Outreach ..................... Donna Wirth 

Fellowship ........... Cathy Hesterman 

Parish Education ....... Ray Goodson 

Properties . Rick Dwelle/Kevin Edie 

Stewardship ............................ Open 

Youth ......................... P.J. Goodson 

A Note From Pastor Ted:   
 

òTaking Time to . . . ó 
 

Is there a more busy time than the month of December ? 

 

If we have any energy running through our systems at all we can get 

involved in so many GOOD things: 
 

CARDSCARDS   COOKIESCOOKIES   CRAFTSCRAFTS   COMMUNITY         COMMUNITY         

CANDLES      DECORATIONSCANDLES      DECORATIONS             MEAL PLANNINGMEAL PLANNING     

GIFTSGIFTS     CHRISTMAS MUSIC     CHRISTMAS MUSIC       ENTERTAININGENTERTAINING     

COMPANY PARTIESCOMPANY PARTIES         TREES & WREATHSTREES & WREATHS   
 

And . . .  
 

For those of us with children and/or grandchildren and/or great-

grandchildren there are: 
 

Programspracticesteachergiftscarolingspecialgiftsfoodfoodandmorefood. 

 

My prayer for all of us is a heart of peace that matches the message: 
  

òPEACE ON EARTH AND GOOD WILL TO EVERYONE!óòPEACE ON EARTH AND GOOD WILL TO EVERYONE!ó  

 

We can be as busy as we want when our hearts are peaceful. Take 

time to savor the: 
  

PINE CHOCOLATE    CHILDRENõS LAUGHTER   CANDLES     

MUSIC       GOOD AROMAS    SPECIAL PEOPLE  

FESTIVE COLOR òHO HO HOó 

MEANING OF THE GIFT IN THE MANGERMEANING OF THE GIFT IN THE MANGER   

 

Have a blessed and òpeacefuló Christmas, 

  Ted and Marty Hartman 



Page 3 Bethany Lutheran Church ñLCMS  

Bethany Breezes 

Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Nk Ubqbo^k¤p C^v+ Rrka^v Mlsbj_bo 00th, my good 
friend Tom Nordstrom shared a message of encourage-
ment with a room full of attentive youth 
and a few parents. He spoke about his 
experiences years ago as a soldier in 

Vietnam and how the terror of war mentally paralyzed him until he 
clrka qeb pqobkdqe ql jlsb clot^oa qeolrde Fla¤p moljfpbp- Eli,
lowing his time in Vietnam, Tom experienced numerous other life 
challenges including those related to Post Traumatic Stress (PTS) syn-
drome, the effects of Agent Orange, financial struggles and a recent bout with cancer.  
 
Seolrde ^ii qefp+ Slj fp nrf`h ql mlfkq lrq Fla¤p c^fqecrikbpp ^ka eb q^hbp abifdeq fk 
encouraging others to live their lives in honor to God. I personally have benefited from 
times when Tom has told me, ñClk¤q dfsb rm!ò ^ka+ H¤j c^foiv `boq^fk qe^q qeb vlrqe 
and parents who heard his message will also remember his message of encourage-
ment for a long time to come.   
 

 
Coming Up Next:  
 
On December 9th, the youth are scheduled to repeat a fun event 

we enjoyed last year: Starting at 4:00 pm, we plan to head up to the 
Gbpqboj^kp¤ clo pljb o^k`e-style fun such as a bonfire and a  

e^v ofab- Sebk ^cqbo a^oh tb¤ii q^hb ^ t^ihfkd qlro lc B^kav B^kb 
Lane and wrap up the evening with hot cocoa, and hot dogs and smores 
roasted over an open fire.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 In His Peace; Hew   

K^pq vb^o¤p elq ald ol^pq 
Vebob qebob¤p pjlhb+ qebob¤p cfob! 

Sledding without snow 
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A personal 

letter is a 

p r e c i o u s 

g i f t .  I t 

stands out 

from the bills, junk 

mail and form letters 

that clutter the mail-

box. The message 

evokes a face, a voice, a smile, a laugh. Itõs like 

having that person sitting near, chatting, despite 

the miles that separate. With simple sentences, 

and a signature scribbled with love, a token of 

self is given and received. No wonder so many 

letters are saved and tied with a ribbon ð to re-
member such special sharing. 

 

The Lord has inscribed you with His message for 

the world. The writing is plain to see. Paul tells 

his friends in 2 Corinthians 3:2 that they are 

òknown and read by everybodyó. You are too. 

You are Godõs letter. On your journey through 

life, people òreadó you every minute, 

wherever you go, whatever you do, 

whatever you say. Itõs an awesome 

privilege for those who bear the name 

of Christ, and a serious responsibility. 

 

Pause to consider:  When someone looks at 

you, 

What do they read? 

Are words smudged or illegible? 

Are any lines crossed out? 

Does your letter convey the writerõs intent? 

It has been suggested, You are the only Bible 

that some people will read. 

What does this mean? 

What does it suggest for your lifestyle? 

 

Our Wednesday morning Bible study group 

is using a workbook called òFiguratively Speak-

ingó and we discuss in depth the above ques-

tions by reading scripture, asking questions and 

sharing experiences. 

Parish Education            Ray Goodson  You are a Living Letter 

ºThe writing is 
plain to see.» 

 

Ǵod³s Vision for Our Futureµ 
 

Sunday, December 2
nd

 at 12:30 pm  

Fellowship Hall  

Lunch will be Provided  

 

Pastor Ted will be sharing ´God³s Vision for Our Futureµ 

Everyone is encouraged to attend - 

Confirmation Age through Adult Invited  

Members and Friends Alike  
 

Childcare Available  
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Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten 

Margaret Sanderson, Director 

Preschool Office 707 451-6678 

bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

December Preschool Praises  
 

 Listen closely, and you will hear choirs of angels singing songs of joy in cele-
�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�·�V���E�L�U�W�K�����7�K�H���S�U�H�V�F�K�R�R�O�H�U�V���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���K�D�O�R�V�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����L�Q�Y�L�W�H���\�R�X���W�R��

attend any one of their Christmas Programs scheduled as follows:  
 

December 20 th   9 am, 10 am & 1 pm.  
December 21 st  9 am, 10 am & 1 pm.  

 

The children will also enjoy making Christmas gifts for their families this month. Each class will 
have a Nativity Scene in their Dramatic Play area so the children can re -enact the glorious story of 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�·�V���E�L�U�W�K�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���6�D�Q�F�W�X�D�U�\���W�R���K�H�D�U���´�&�K�D�S�H�O���7�D�O�N�V�µ�� 

 

Happy Birthday  
 

(Sung to: Happy Birthday)  
 

Happy birthday we sing  
To Jesus, our King  

For His birthday is Christmas  
Hear the happy bells ring!  

 

 �2�X�U���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���´�%�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���Z�L�W�K���6�D�Q�W�D�µ��will be held on Saturday, December 1 st  beginning 
at 8:30 am . This event will feature our own Bethany Puppeteers, a continental breakfast offer-
�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���R�I���6�D�Q�W�D�·�V���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H���I�R�R�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�R���V�L�W���R�Q���6�D�Q�W�D�·�V���O�D�S���D�Q�G���W�H�O�O��
their Christmas wishes, as well as get their photograph taken with him. Please contact the Pre-
school Office at 451 -6678 if you wish to attend.  

Dine Out at Burger King , and support our Preschool at the same time! The last Wednes-
day of each month  between the hours of 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm , we will receive a portion of 
the proceeds from everyone who dines at Burger King on 681 Elmira Road . This generous offer 
comes from the Sacca family, business owners and parents of a preschooler!  

Looking Ahead:  Our annual Spring Carnival  will be held on Saturday, April 12 th   from 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm .  

 

Wishing you all the joys of CHRISTMAS , as seen through the eyes of a child.  
 

�4�X�R�W�H���I�U�R�P���D���I�R�X�U���\�H�D�U���R�O�G�����´�:�K�R���Z�D�V���L�Q���1�R�D�K�·�V���D�U�N�"�µ���7�K�H���F�K�L�O�G���U�H�S�O�L�H�G�� 
�´�7�Z�R���V�K�H�H�S���D�Q�G���D���U�D�L�Q�E�R�Z���µ 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 


