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August 2008  Bethany Lutheran nurtures in each person an active, personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

New Beginnings 

Sunday School Classes 

Begin Sunday, September 7
th

 

 

Watch for Highlights Coming Soon!  

Bethany Lutheran  

PreSchool  

1st Day of School  

Tuesday, September 2
nd

 
 

2 years 9 months through Early Kindergarten  

Call 451 -6678 for Info  

Bethany Lutheran 

School  

1st Day of School  

Wednesday, August 20
th

 
 

Kindergarten through 8th grade  

Call 451 -6683 for Info  
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Kris Schneider 
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Margaret Sanderson 
Preschool Director 

 

Cathy Mathews 
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Bethany Church Council 
 

Charles Allen, President 

David Grundmann, Vice President 

Amber Aweau, Secretary 

Bob Johnston, Treasurer 

David Bowman 

Cindy Miller 

Jeff Strickland 

 
 

 

 

 

Ministry Team Chairperson 
 

Ministerial Advisory .. Don Henrich 

School Advisory..................... Open 

Social Ministry ....................... Open 

Outreach ..................... Donna Wirth 

Fellowship ........... Cathy Hesterman 

Parish Education ....... Ray Goodson 

Properties . Rick Dwelle/Kevin Edie 

Stewardship ............................ Open 

Youth ......................... P.J. Goodson 

 

Presidentõs Report 
 

 The new church calendar officially began on 

July 1st.   During Juneõs voterõs meeting, Jeff Strick-

land and I were elected to Council and Cindy Miller 

was subsequently added by appointment.  Bill 

Denton, Bob Johnston, Amber Aweau, David 

Grundmann and David Bowman are continuing and 

Curt Johnston, Mike McCall, Greg Duncan and Mike Kostka are leaving 

Council.  We thank Curt, Mike M., Greg and Mike K. for their tireless dedi-

cation to our ministry.  They have served us well.  The incoming Council 

has established new church officers for the coming year:  with David 

Grundmann as our Vice President, Bob Johnston as our Treasurer, Amber 

Aweau as our Secretary and I as our President. 
 

 In an effort to communicate what is occurring in Council, I plan to 

provide two reports to the congregation each month.  The first will be a 

brief verbal report the first Sunday after the monthly Council meeting.  It 

will occur during the coffee hour after the Sunday School opening.  The 

second will be a written report in The Breezes.  My goal is to provide multi-

ple channels of communication and to have an òopen dooró as to the activi-

ties and decisions your church leadership is making.  If you have questions 

about anything in Council, please stop me and ask me.  I will be happy to 

answer your questions. 
 

 The last month has been a transition time for Council.  Aside from 

orienting new members and electing officers, the Council has been working 

with church staff to better define their job responsibilities.  It is also re-

viewing school attendance/retention projections for the coming year to  

gauge their impact on our 2008-09 operating budget. 
 

 The coming year promises to be an exciting one.  With the vision-

ing process behind us and the commitment phase of the òGrowing to 

Serveó capital campaign underway, we can expect several changes in the 

coming year to help fulfill the vision we defined last fall.  We will be con-

tinuing the call process for a new senior pastor and will quickly follow up to 

bring on additional staff to help grow our ministry. 
 

 I am honored and humbled to be selected by Council to serve 

Bethany.  It is a huge responsibility and I take it very seriously.  I stand in 

the footprints of excellent leaders who served in this office before me.  I 

also expect the demands of balancing home, church and work to be ex-

tremely difficult.  I will need your prayers and help to do this effectively.  I 

am excited about our ministry.  We have amazing growth prospects.  I 

hope to develop a close partnership with each of you in fellowship during 

the coming year so that we can boldly serve Our Lord and bring all whom 

we meet into a close, personal relationship with Him. 

 

     Charles 
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Lake Oroville Trip - 2008: 
 

 On Friday June 20th, a small band of youth left for a weekend 
of fellowship while camping and boating at Lake Oroville. Upon ar-
riving at our reserved campsite, we encountered some initial difficul-
ties because it seemed that the entire campsite was no longer there. 
Well, it turned out that it was 
still thereéit just was about 120 

feet higher than the lake sur-
face! This posed some addi-
tional difficulties (I suggested 
we call them ñchallengesò) in 
landing, securing the boat and 
in hauling all of our camping 
equipment up the rocky 
ground to the campsite. 
 

Eofa^v kfdeq¤p afkkbo t^p pfjmib9  e^j_rodbop ^ka elq aldp- Arq 
after hauling all the tents, sleeping bags, cooking gear, stuffed ani-

mals, etc. up this steep slope, boy, did that food ever taste good! The next day we headed out for 
some tubing and general fun on the lake. While making a ñpit stopò at one of the floating restrooms, 
we came across this young man clinging desperately to a buoy. Upon inquiry, he informed us that he 
was a LCMS Lutheran and so we rescued him. 

In the midst of a beautiful afternoon 
of tubing, Nicole who was in the 
front of the boat at the time shouted 
out that she had seen a bolt of light-
ing come out of the dark clouds that 
were moving across the lake a little 
bit north of where we were. We 
looked to the north and saw a bolt of 
lighting hit the mountain. Quickly de-
ciding that it would be a good idea 

to leave the general area, we turned south and spent the afternoon at the south end of the lake 
where the sun was still shining. Meanwhile, back at the campsite, my wife Cathy 
observed hail the size of marbles cover the ground. When we left the lake on 
Sunday afternoon, we counted five separate plumes of smoke where fires in the 
hills north of the lake that had apparently been started by the lighting. Weird 
weather, huh? 
 

 When the dark clouds finally passed, we floated back to the campsite and 
hiked up the hill. A certain counselor suggested that everyone head back to the 
water to clean up before dinner. The youth responded respectfully and headed 
off to the water but apparently some of them misunderstood the intent of the 
phrase ñClean up for dinnerò. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Parish Ed & Sunday School             Ray Goodson & Pat Green  

We Need Your Help!  
The Parish Education Board is responsible for the following  

major programs at Bethany:  

Sunday School 
Pat Green Vacation Bible School  

Cheri Dickson 

Confirmation  

Carrie Dettmer 

 These programs are focused on our Youth. They are our future; and if 
Bethany is to be successful in achieving its goals and mission, we have to 
nurture these youth programs.  
 If you like working with Youth and are interested in volunteering, 
we can find a spot for you in one of these programs.  
 Contact Ray Goodson at 447 -1448 or rgoodson@landmarkimage.com  

Confirmation has an exciting new program!  
 

Faith Inkubators is the new instructional program chosen by the Confirma-

tion Team. Sneak preview during Parent/Student Orientation. More information 

at www.faithink.com. 
 

Parent/Student Orientation ñWednesday, August 27th at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 New, fun-filled format for this evening for all 7th & 8th grade Confirmation students/parents. 
 

Confirmation First Session  ñ Wednesday, September 10th at 5 pm in Building D (Warren House) 
 

The Confirmation Team is looking forward to this Fall and thank you for your support!  

Watch for 
Sunday 
School  

Highlights 
Coming Soon! 

Sunday 
School  
Classes  
Begin  

September 7 th  
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Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten 

Margaret Sanderson, Director 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

 

We have had a fun - filled summer!  
 

School ended with a visit from Natureõs  

Critters, Noah Ark interactive 

program. The children visited 

the animals ñ two by two.  

 

Looking Ahead:  
 

August will find us preparing for our new 

school year! The staff will return on August 

25 th .  

 

On August 28 th  we will host an Open House for 

our children and parents.  
 

Our School year officially  

begins September 2 nd.  
 

We look forward to a this exciting new year!  
 

Special thanks for Kathryn Hamilton and the Nelson Family for bringing 

their oh, so -cute Alpacas to visit our Summer Preschool.  

 

A Preschool Chapel Talk:  
 

òWhere Sounds Come Fromó 
 

Read this to your child:  òEverything comes from Jesus. He gives us 

what we need to live. Have you ever wondered where your voice comes from? Jesus 

put a ôvoice boxõ in each of our bodies so that we can talk to each other. Put your 

fingers on your Adamõs apple. (Itõs that spot on your throat that moves when you 

swallow.) Now hum and feel it vibrate. Try singing in a very high voice and then a 

very low voice. Notice the difference? It feels different because a high sound makes very 

fast vibrations and a low sound vibrates slower.ó 
 

All things come from Jesus.  
So God created . . . Every living and moving thing.  Genesis 1:21 

Preschool Office 707 451-6678 

bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

August  

Preschool 

Praises  
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care School Office 707 451-6683 

bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Elementary School News . . .  

Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

School Accreditation Update 
 

 Bethany Lutheran Schools is now an Approved Candidate for Accredita-
tion, Western Association of Schools and Colleges! What this means is that we 
have been given permission to move forward with our self-study, the most impor-
tant tool a school can use as it works towards sustained and continued school im-
provement. (Accreditation through the National Lutheran Schools Accreditation 
agency comes after our full self-study is complete.) 
 Just as the church renewed its mission statement to better define who it is 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƴŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ-
approved, Mission Statement is as follows: 

 

Bethany Lutheran School is a family 
of hope-filled Christian believers dedicated to 

nurturing all children to love, honor and serve God. 
 

 This is an important step for the school as that statement of mission 
shapes all that the school does as it moves into the future! Supporting that mission 
is its set of Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLRs). The ESLRs define what a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ άƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜέ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ .ŜǘƘŀƴȅΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
in the preschool and ending with their 8th grade graduation. Those ESLRs are as 
follows: 
 

Graduates of Bethany Lutheran School will be prepared to be: 
 

Active Christians 
They will look to the Bible for guidance and growth, upholding 
its teachings. 
They will serve God, home and the community. 
They will respect and maintain their bodies as the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Productive and socially responsible citizens 
They will collaborate to accomplish tasks as members of a group. 
They will learn about, experience and appreciate the contributions of various 
cultures. 
They will exemplify good citizenship and social skills. 
They will recognize and respond to the needs within their community. 

 

Effective and self-expressive communicators 
They will receive, process and respond to information in clear and appropri-
ate ways. 
They will utilize various technological resources. 
They will experience and participate in a variety of art forms. 
They will creatively express themselves through the arts. 

 
Critical thinkers 

They will collect, ana-
lyze, interpret and 
evaluate information. 
They will formulate 
and implement plans 
of action addressing 
challenges and oppor-
tunities. 

 

We thank God for His 
guidance and strength to 
make such remarkable 
progress in such a short 
amount of time! Next 
steps include a demo-
graphic survey of the 
school and Vacaville com-
munities, surveys of our 
various stakeholders 
(you), and formulating a 
formal Action Plan to 
guide us in our future 
ǎǘŜǇǎΦ aŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
continue to sustain and 
encourage us! 

 

Kris Schneider 
Principal 



Page 7 Bethany Lutheran Church ñLCMS  

Bethany Breezes 

 
The counselors wondered: ñWhere did we go wrong?ò 
 

For the next outing (on July 13th) we decided to try a cleaner 
sport; we went bowling. 
 
   In His Peace, 
     Hew   

(Continued from page 3) 
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Need a Project to  
Earn Eagle Scout?  

 

Bethany Lutheran School has a great 
history with the Boy Scouts of America.  
We sponsor a troop that uses our facili-
ties, and several of our members are for-
mer or current Scouts. There are some 
projects available at the school that 
would be ideal for any young man 

Notice to Members with Children 

or Grandchildren in Bethany Preschool 
and Elementary/Middle School 
 

If  you are a member and have (or will 
have) children or grandchildren in our 
Bethany Lutheran Schools, you need to 
attend church at least twelve times in 
the previous twelve months in order to 
qualify for pre-registration and tuition dis-
count privileges. 

School Enrollment . . .  
 

Bethany Lutheran School is still open for en-
rollment and you can help! Encourage peo-
ple who are school shopping or considering 
non-public options to look at Bethany Lu-
theran School, this churchôs ministry with the 
most potential for outreach. Enrollment is still 
open for grades K-8, especially in Kindergar-
ten. Extended Care is available for all grade 
levels. People trust word-of-mouth more 
than they trust an ad in the paper; YOU can 
be that trusted person who lets others know 
about the educational family that is Bethany 
Lutheran School. 

searching for a project worthy of earning 
their Eagle badge. If you are looking to 
do one or know someone who is, please 
ask them to call Principal Kris Schneider 
at the school office to discuss the possi-
bilities. The office number is 451-6683 
and his extension is 11. 

Eagle Scout (continued) 
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