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Making Christian Disciples of All Nations:  at Bethany, in Vacaville, in Solano County and in the World  April  2007  

Palm Sunday / Passion Sunday 
(The Sunday with two names) 

We½ll gather at Bethany Lutheran School for a pro-
cession into the chapel for worship at 8:30, 10:00 and 

11:15 am. The students have prepared a worship place for 
us and classrooms will be available for Sunday School.  

A congregational barbeque will be held following the 
11:15 worship.  

Sunday, 

April 1 st 

Maundy Thursday 
We½ll gather in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 pm for wor-
ship that will include a SEDER DINNER and conclude 

with the celebration of Holy Communion. Appreciate our 
Judeo- Christian heritage as the Fellowship Hall be-
comes a sanctuary and every table becomes an altar. Thursday,  

April 5 th  

Good Friday 
We½ll gather at 7:00 pm for a TENEBRAE WORSHIP.  

Our time together will move from light to shadows with 
a special liturgy.  Friday,  

April 6 th  

Easter Sunday 
8:30 am Communion Service 

10:00 am Prayer & Bible Study Service  

11:15 am Communion Service 
Breakfast will be served beginning at 7:00 am  
in the Fellowship Hall. Sponsored by Youth.  

Freewill Offering.  

Sunday, 

April 8 th  
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òCONTINUITYó AND òCHANGEó  

are very important as we  

grow together in this Interim Time!  
 

 Interim Ministry is intended to provide an uninter-

rupted connection at Bethany Lutheran Church and School. 

To that end, pastor and people demonstrate a persistence 

among themselves to work together without essential 

changes. At the same time, it is equally important during 

this time together to be in a process that can result in something new and 

different. The intent is not just to be new and different, but to be open to 

improving the mission and ministry of the Church and to determine a vision 

for the future pastor. CHANGE (òrepentó, òturn aroundó) is at the heart of 

the Christian faith. 
 

 THANK YOU FOR DOING SO WELL WITH EMBRACING THESE 

TWO CRITICAL VALUES OF INTERIM MINISTRY. 
 

 Together we are maintaining some stability in our spiritual lives. We 

are getting to know one another better, and our confidence, trust, and de-

pendence on the Lord of the Church and one another is growing. 
 

 Equally important, have you noticed:  WEõVE NOT BECOME 

BORED, IRRELEVANT OR SUCCUMBED TO LOW MORALE! With some 

flexibility, we have demonstrated ENTHUSIASM, EXCITEMENT, CREATIV-

ITY and an appreciation of some new needs and ideas, as well as a re-

evaluation of our mission and vision. Interim Ministry is very much about an-

swering:  Why are we here? Where do we want to go? And What do we 

want to do? 
 

 THANK YOU AGAIN, FOR SETTING A GREAT EXAMPLE OF SUP-

PORTING òCONTINUITYó AS WELL AS òCHANGEó AS WE GROW IN 

CHRIST! 

  Pastor Nicholus, Interim Pastor 

News from the  

Ministry Advisory Team (MAT)  
  

 The MAT has embraced many of Pastor Nicho-

lusô proposals for trying different things here at Beth-

any. Some of those items include the Passover Seder as our Maundy Thurs-

day service, having a worship service out at our school on Palm Sunday 

and having First Communion for the 7th and 8th grade Confirmands on 

Maundy Thursday as they will have received instruction from Pastor 

Nicholus in March. We think it is good to try new things as long as our 

doctrine is not compromised. Change can be a good thing.  

 The Call Committee is continuing its work of evaluating the pastors 

from the Call Lists. We are looking for those that fit the profile for Bethany 

and will interview those who closest match our needs. We hope to complete 

our work by mid April so we can have a Voters Meeting by the end of 

April to issue a Call. 

   In His Service, Don Henrich for the MAT 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

 Please plan on at-
tending the Annual Easter Sunday Breakfast, either before or after church 
services, on April 8th. The Youth Group will be serving a 
sumptuous breakfast of pancakes, fresh fruit, bacon & sau-
sage beginning at 7:00 am and continuing throughout 

the morning. As in years past, the youth hope that a free- will collection will cover their 
expenses and also help augment their costs of attending the Na- tional Youth Gathering. 
Donõt forget to bring the family to church on Easter and enjoy a breakfast while support-
ing the Youth!     

 The youth are working hard to make sure that the confirmation class of 2007 
receives a warm welcome into the òYouth Groupó. A pre- confirmation bonfire and 
marshmallow roast was held at the Hesterman home on March 25th, and a weekend re-
treat at Lake Oroville is being planned for early this summer as the first major activity 
with the new confirmands officially part of the Youth Group!     
 This year, Bethany is planning a slightly different process for 

confirmation. On Wednesday May 16th, the candidates will profess their faith through a 
special service planned for that evening. Then on Sunday, May 27th, the congregation 
can witness the confirmation of this large class; on Pentecost Day! What a wonderfully 
symbolic time to welcome new members into the congregation. Be sure to have some 
cake after the service and take a moment to welcome these new members!  
 
Recent Events: 
 

 On Sunday, March 4th, the Youth enjoyed sharing some of their home- made videos 
with each other while eating ice- cream sundaes. We found out some very interesting things 
about each other; things like:  Did you know Spencer once starred in the role of portraying 
òJulietó? And, òDanó (Hewõs Labrador Retriever) had the lead role in a movie titled òThe Dog-
Nappingó?   
 On Sunday, March 18th, the Youth tried out the new, later daylight hours 

on a fun bike ride to Lagoon Valley Park. Some had to re- learn how to ride a bike, but like 
they say, òyou never really forgetó!  

Senior High Youth Ministry 
Hew Hesterman  446-4562 

Confirmation  

 Wednesday, May 16 at 7 pm - Witness of the Confirmands (Questioning) 

  Dress nicely. Pictures will be taken after and a small reception as well. 

 Sunday, May 27 at 11:15 am - Confirmation (Note:  New date!) 

  Dress nicely (yes, again!). Robes and flowers will be provided by the church.  

  Reception following. 

Also, an opportunity to celebrate First Communion this year on Maundy Thursday at the Seder. 

Please contact Pastor Nicholus. 
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April ó07 Issue 10:00 AMð11:00 AM Sunday Mornings 

Ages 3 to Adult 

Bethany Lutheran Sunday School 

 

 

April 1:  The Lordôs Supper 

April 8:  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

April 15:  Jesus Appears to Thomas 

April 22:  A Miraculous Catch of Fish 

April 29:  Jesus, Our Shepherd 

Questions or comments? 

Renae Barrett (707) 469-7543 or (707) 372-5080 

queenofsleepn@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

After Easter, teach kids how God revealed the Holy Spirit by 

reading aloud Acts 2:1-12.  Then have kids make this tasty 

snack as a reminder of Pentecost.  Place the following ingre-

dients into a resealable plastic bag. 

 

     * Wheat Chex Cereal ð Place 50 pieces in the bag to signify 

50 days from Easter to Pentecost.  Wheat is for ñfeast of 

weeksò (Leviticus 23:15-17). 

     * Bear-Shaped Cookies ð These signify the disciples and 

people who gathered for Pentecost. 

     * Popcorn ð This reminds us of the Holy Spirit.  Show kids 

an unpopped kernel of popcorn representing a person.  Ask kids 

what makes the popcorn pop so itôs ready to eat.  Tell kids that 

even though they canôt see the heat needed, it changes the pop-

corn kernel into something edible and useful.  The Holy Spirit is 

like the heart ð we canôt see the Holy Spirit but He changes us 

and helps us serve God. 

     * Candy Corn ð These remind us of the tongues of fire on 

the day of Pentecost. 

     * Fish-Shaped Crackers ð These represent all the people who 

gathered to form Christôs church.  Because they had to meet in 

secret, they adopted the fish as a symbol for Jesus. 
Susan Wagner 

Roanoke, Virginia 

April 8, 2007 

 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

Please take this time to cele-

brate the day of our Risen 

Lord with your family. 

 

Join us at our  8:30 AM ser-

vice to celebrate  together 

this glorious occasion. 

 

He is Risen,  

He is Risen Indeed! 

Teachers Needed! 

Summer is rapidly approaching 

and we will be needing teach-

ers for our Summer Sunday 

School Program.  If you are 

interested in teaching, please 

give Renae a call at 707-

469-7543 or 372-5080. 
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Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten 

Margaret Sanderson, Director 

Preschool Office 707 451-6678 

bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

Christ Is Risen ð  

He Is Risen Indeed!  
 

 What a wonderful message 

to share with our preschoolers 

and their families. The children 

will learn all about Easter Morning . We have 

many Easter activities planned such as our annual 

Easter Hat Parade, learning special 

songs, sharing an Easter breakfast 

together, enjoying an egg hunt and 

having a surprise visit from the 

Easter Bunny!  

 

 Singing Praises: All afternoon three and 

four year old sessions as well as Preschool/

Extended Care children will be singing at Bethanyõs 11:15 am Service on Sunday, 

April 22 . 

 

 A special thank you to Rick Dwelleõs Property Management Team 

for repairing our fence and replenishing our play yard with fibar. It 

was a big job. We thank you for helping us keep our play yard safe.  

 

 Mark your calendars for Monday, April 2 and dine with us at 

Murilloõs on Monte Vista Avenue between 5:00 ð 8:00 pm. We will re-

ceive a percentage of the eveningõs proceeds. Also, the Easter Bunny will 

be there to pose for pictures. Thank you for your support.  

 

 Also mark May 6 th  for our annual òFiestaó Fundraiser.  

(See flyer on page 14.)  

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

April  
Preschool 
Praises 


