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Message from Freida  
Thank you, dear Bethany congregation, for the very  

special farewell reception. The wonderful GPS guided us 

safely to Virginia. It was so useful on the trip and is 

now directing us around the new area. I think of you all 

as special items for the house are purchased with your 

cash gift. Your many cards, well wishes, hugs and  

thoughtfulness over the last five years will always be 

dear to my heart. Praying for Godõs best for Bethany 

and am so thankful God allowed me to be a part of your 

lives.  

Blessings,  

Freida Nevills  
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This past week Debby and I watched the movie 
òFacing the Giants.ó I had seen it when it first came 
out, but it was good to see it again. In that movie a 
very basic truth appeared. What was that truth? 
 
As the movie progressed about a high school foot-
ball team and its coach, the interplay of characters 
engaged in everyday activity of the struggles in life. 
The coach and his wife had been trying to have a 
baby and the medical tests indicated that it was 
impossible. The high school football team kept hav-
ing an average or losing season for the past six 
years since the coach had taken over the team. 
Juniors were leaving the high school to go to a dif-
ferent high school during their senior year so they 
could get football scholarships. Parents complained 
that the team was losing and wanted a new coach. 

It seemed impossible to win.  
 
But then something happened. A man had been praying that God would bring a 
change to the school. He prayed over each locker and for each student. The coach 
began to pray and ask God for guidance. He began to coach differently and asked 
his team to not focus on winning or losing, but on serving God in their life. Soon a 
revival was taking place. Students began praying and receiving Jesus into their 
lives. The team began to honor God in their playing and they began to win. They 
made it to the championship to face the team called the òGiants,ó who had been 
state champions for the past three years. Under-rated, under-manned, the new 
team on the block went out to play. The game came down to a field goal. The 
kicker didnõt have much confidence in his ability, but the coach said he trusted God 
and knew that the boy could make the kick. The boyõs dad was disabled and in a 
wheel chair. He saw his sons face and decided to go to the end zone to get out of his 
wheel chair and stand up with his arms held up indicating a field goal and showing 
his son he believed in him. The kick was made and the team won the champion-
ship. When the coach and the team was gathered together in the locker room, the 
coach asked the question, òIs anything impossible with God?ó The answer was òNO!ó 
The coach went home and his wife greeted him with the same question. She was 
pregnant. òNothing is impossible with God!ó  
 
I tell this story because Bethany has faced some giants in the past and we continue 
to face giants now. It is easy to lose hope and to feel incapable of doing what is nec-
essary to accomplish the tasks before us. However, òNOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE 
WITH GOD!ó As the coach turned to the Word of God and prayer, so we are called 
upon to do the same. We have overwhelming odds against us, but God has an-
swered the prayers of the faithful and has provided in the past. So, He will provide 
and answer our prayers as we turn to Him, trusting that with Him, nothing is im-
possible!ó 
 
God has planned a great future for Bethany and we are called, as His disciples, to 
go forth in His name and serve Him with gladness accomplishing all He has set be-
fore us. We are here to worship Him. We are here to honor Him. We are here to 
serve Him. We are here to trust in Him. We are here to reach out to others for his 
nameõs sake. We are here to face the giants and believe that with God, nothing is 
impossible! We are here to glorify God in our daily life in all that we do and say. We 
are here because God has called us here to be joined together as one family known 
as Bethany Lutheran Church and Schools in Vacaville, California. We are here to be 
Godõs people who love the Lord and love one another and love our neighbors. We 
are here to do our very best, to give our very best, and to offer God our very best. 
Bethany, letõs face the giants with God, knowing that ònothing is impossible with 
Him!ó    
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Recent Events:  

Is your summer going as fast as mine is? School starts for many youth on August 13th 

and there just doesnôt seem to be enough days to do all the activities that we have been 

able to do in years past. In fact, there were so few youth that could ñbreak awayò for our 

annual camping/boating trip that we ended up canceling the trip! Wow! 
 

Nevertheless, we have been able to enjoy a number of shorter activities including: an 

evening bike ride and picnic at Lagoon Valley Park, helping level the wood fiber at the 

preschoolôs playground, an evening playing Pictionary, reviewing the DVD from the 

2007 National Youth Convention in preparation for 2010, and most recently, helping 

with Vacation Bible School at the Orchard Avenue campus. 

Here are a few photos from the first day of VBS: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up (very soon, and not-so-soon): 

On Sunday, August 2, the youth will be prepared to wash your car ñwhile you worshipò 

as their first ñofficialò fund raising event to help offset the cost of attending the National 

Youth Gathering in 2010. We hope that driving home in a clean car will remind you that, 

thanks to the blood of Jesus, you also have been made clean in the eyes of God!   
 

We received an offer to pre-purchase tickets for next springôs Acquire the Fire youth 

event in Sacramentoéthe tickets were almost half price so we purchased enough to send 

15 youth to this event. I look forward to taking two van loads in 2010!   
 

Opportunity:  

On most Sunday eveningôs the youth share a meal that is prepared either by a volunteer, 

or by myself (not to imply that Iôm not a volunteer too!). If you are interested in prepar-

ing a simple dinner for the youth (typically around 10 people), on a one-time basis or 

even on a regular basis, please give me a call. We all would be very appreciative!  

 

In His Peace; Hew 
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GOD is L.O.V.E.  
 

Through the last two years, we have progressed through FAITH (Fantastic Adventures In 

Trusting Him) and the fact that GOD is HOPE (Holy, One, Powerful and Everlasting).  We 

now enter into a year where we are reminded that: 

GOD is LOVE. 
Love   Our Refuge   Victorious   Everything  

 

Our challenge as a school this year will be to minister to our students and their families the 

living truth that this gift of salvation is theirs, FREELY.  It is a doable feat.  It is a doable 

feat, because we are more than one person doing that ministry.  We are the united commu-

nity of Christian believers, united in the love that frees each of us to love one another as a symbolic gesture of our love for 

GOD. 
 

I pray that each of the members of Bethany Lutheran Church will continue in their prayers for our schools, our students, our 

staffs, and our families.  Each one of you is a living testimony to the fact that GOD loves each of us very much and wants 

desperately for us to use Him as the power and source of strength for our lives.  I pray you be led to discover a new or differ-

ent way of serving our school community and involving yourself in these childrenôs lives in more than just greeting them one 

Sunday a year.  For so many of you, that is your only exposure to the families in our school. 
 

So, what are you going to do now?  Many of you will read this and never think twice about it.  A few of you will think a nice 

thought or two about the school and go on with your life.  Only a small minority of you will truly consider how you can be 

more than just a bystander and will think of a way to get involved.  An even smaller minority will contact either of our 

schools to make yourselves available.  Whatever category describes you, remember that our faith is only as active and living 

as we allow the Holy Spirit to make it. 
 

God bless you, whoever you are and in whatever category you may be!  Those kids and families need you, and you may need 

them just as much.  Godôs peace be unto each of you! 

Bethany Lutheran School 
Kris Schneider, Principal    

Office 707 451-6683; behanyschool@pacbell.net 

1011 Ulatis Drive  95687 

Summer Soccer Camp  

Just4Kicks will be offering a  

summer soccer camp at Bethany 

for children ages 5 through 12 

years of age. Soccer camp will run 

August 3 through August 7 from 

9:00 AM¸12:00 PM. The cost is $122 

and includes a Just4Kicks ball and  

t -shirt.  

Enrollment is open to all Bethany  

church, preschool and elementary  

school families, including our 

new families who will be  

joining us in the fall.  

You can register online at  

bethany.j4ksoccer.com  

Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care 

BACK  

TO  

SCHOOL  

First Day of School: 

 

Wednesday,  

August 19th 
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 

Bethany Lutheran Preschool 
Margaret Sanderson, Director  

August Preschool Praises  
 

We had a fun filled summer as Preschool visited òDown By the Bayó.  
Summer school ended with a trip to our local Petco 

and a visit from Betty Wiley, owner of Sports Cove. 

We learned all about scuba diving and Godõs big blue 

ocean. 

 
 

Looking Ahead:  
 

August will find us preparing for our new school year! The staff will return on August 24 th .  
 

On August 27 th  we will host an Open House for our children  

and parents.  
 

Our School year officially begins September 1 st . 
 

We look forward to an exciting new year!  

   

  òThe Power of the Sun ó 
  All things come from Jesus.  

So God created é.. Every living and moving thing. Genesis 1:21 
 

Read this to your child: òJesus has given us many important and helpful things  

in nature, including the sun. Try this activity and youõll soon see just one of the  

many reasons why the sun is so important to us.ó 
 

Materials     What to Do  

Two plastic cups    Plant a seed (or a couple of seeds) in each cup.  

Potting soil     Place one cup in the sunlight, and the other in a  

Water     dark place (like a closet.) Keep the soil in both  

Seeds     cups moist. Youõll soon see that the plant in the 

     Sunlight grows toward the light and is thick and  

     Green. The plant in the dark will grow faster, but  

     Will be thin and lighter in color because itõs not 

     Getting the chlorophyll from the sun.  
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Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

What is Simply Giving? 
 

Simply Giving   is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently con-

tribute to Bethany or a Lutheran institution. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift 

through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Your gift is deposited into the recipientõs 

bank account on the same day it is withdrawn  from your account-at no cost to you or the recipient.    
 

If you have questions regarding 

the Simply Giving program, please call 448-8083 or you can visit 

www.thrivent.com for more information. 
 

Forms are available in the Church Narthex 

http://www.thrivent.com/
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Presidentõs Report 

Summertime is such a special time of year.  

The kids are out of school, the weather is hot, 

baseball is on the tube, and the living is easy (ok, 

maybe I stretched it on that one).  I find myself 

wishing the world would just slow down enough 

so I could enjoy summer all the more: having din-

ner with my friends, going out on a date with my 

wife, taking the kids to a movie, or going to a day-

time ballgame with my brother.  

 

In essence, my wishes are for fellow-

ship.  In the congregations that I 

have been part of over the past 18 

years, the buildings, decorations, 

and hymnals come and go, but 

the thing that I remember most 

about the churches where Iôve 

worshiped is the people that I 

have come to know.   In the early 

years of my church involvement, 

the relationships were superficial; 

they were based on who I saw dur-

ing worship or during the fellowship time 

between services.  The relationships were shallow 

and my willingness to commit to anyone else was 

limited.  It wasnôt until I started to serve with oth-

ers in ministry that I began to develop long, lasting 

Christian friendships.  When someone was sick or 

hurt, I prayed for them.  When I needed help, they 

were there for me.  If they were hungry, I brought 

them food.  When I needed a friend (a real friend), 

they were there without asking.   We kept the love 

of Christ alive by serving each other and we came 

to learn each otherôs needs through fellowship in 

service of Christôs ministry.  In essence, it was 

through this service that I grew deeper in love with 

Christ. 

 

As I reflect on the opportunities in our congrega-

tion, I believe fellowship in service is our key for 

expanding the ministry of Christ in our commu-

nity.  As I survey the landscape, it is ripe with 

need.  More are in fear of losing their jobs or their 

homes than in any time since the Great Depres-

sion.  More families are fearful of getting sick, 

with a staggering 47 million people in the US 

without health care coverage. More parents are 

raising their kids alone, with nearly 10.5 million 

mothers and 2.5 million fathers in the US raising 

their kids solo.  And, we have 29.4 million in the 

US who claim they have no religion.  Although we 

are surrounded by the lost and the lonely, we have 

the answer: the One who provides, the One who 

loves, the One who heals, the One who cares.  We 

have the opportunity to expand the minis-

try of Christ and to deepen our faith 

by simply serving others.  

 

To grow, we must serve not 

only ourselves but others within 

the community.  Truly, God does 

not reward us for our service, but we 

can be KNOWN for how we share 

Christôs love.  Others will be able to 

see His heart through what we do: 

feeding the homeless, providing medical 

transportation to the homebound, training to 

the unemployed, supporting single parents, teach-

ing our youth about Him.  While we are serving, 

we are praying for and lifting each other up.  In 

essence, we are building relationships while we 

serve. 

. 

Yes, the lazy days of summer are upon us, but at 

the same time, they are quickly slipping away.  I 

pray that you take a minute (as you read article) to 

reassess the opportunities that you have to get in-

volved in ministry.  If this is new territory for you, 

donôt worry, jump in and begin to establish some 

friendships.  If you have been around awhile, there 

are some areas of ministry that can really use some 

wisdom and experience.  It doesnôt matter if you 

are young or old, male or female, new or long time 

member, God calls all of us to grow and serve.  

 

God Bless You! 

 

Charles  
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VBS 

July 2009  


