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Big News 
Congregational Meeting 

 

Sunday, February 10th 
12:30 pm Fellowship Hall 

 

New Mission & New 
Visioning Statements  
will be presented 

 

Lunch Provided 

Childcare Available 

Sign up in Narthex 
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Rev. Ted Hartman 
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Kris Schneider 
Schools Principal 

 

Margaret Sanderson 
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Bethany Church Council 
 

Curt Johnston, President 

Mike McCall, Vice President 

David Bowman, Secretary 

David Grundmann, Treasurer 

Amber Aweau 

Bill Denton 

Greg Duncan 

Bob Johnston 

Mike Kostka 
 

 

 

 

Ministry Team Chairperson 
 

Ministerial Advisory .. Don Henrich 

School Advisory..................... Open 

Social Ministry ....................... Open 

Outreach ..................... Donna Wirth 

Fellowship ........... Cathy Hesterman 

Parish Education ....... Ray Goodson 

Properties . Rick Dwelle/Kevin Edie 

Stewardship ............................ Open 

Youth ......................... P.J. Goodson 

A Note from Pastor Ted:  
 

PERCEPTIONS  
Well, itõs been a little over three months since we have 

started this journey together with me serving as your 

òTransitional Pastor.ó Perhaps it would be helpful for me to 

communicate some of my òperceptionsó of how things are 

working at Bethany. I donõt need you to agree or disagree; it 

may assist you to get some feedback from an òoutsideró who 

cares about you. 
  

WORSHIP IS GETTING MORE ENERGETIC AND RESPONSIVE  

A year ago when I led worship several times, worship felt like a òblack hole.ó 

Energy was low, humor had almost no response, and our responses lacked 

vitality. Wow, now I find people engaging and responding with real emotion. 

Our singing is stronger; we laugh a lot more; the Word seems to touch us 

more deeply; there seems to be more joy. Praise God! 
 

WE HAVE A LOT OF OLDER FOLKS WITH A LOT ON THE BALL  

Hair color on Sunday morning reminds us that we are an aging congregation. I 

find, however, a real youthful, energetic, and self-giving spirit among the ògrey

-hairs.ó Iõm not finding self-centered, crotchety, rigid, self-righteous or òpity 

partyó people. We have a lot of  joyful, funny, self-giving, flexible, talented 

people who know that they still have a lot to give no matter how many miles 

they have on the tires. This is huge resource for the Kingdom of God. 
 

WE HAVE MORE CHILDREN AND YOUTH THAN I WOULD EXPECT  

Most of the congregations I know donõt have lots of ògrey-hairsó AND lots of 

òpink-hairsó and òrug-rats.ó What a wonderful collection of young children, 

middle-schoolers and young adults. The younger ones bring a sense of sponta-

neity and wonder. The older ones bring a sense of honesty as well as a desire 

to engage in something meaningful. The pre-school ministry has a reputation 

that spans decades and seems to be the school of choice for many in the 

community (they call me òGampa Ted at chapel). The elementary school 

keeps giving parents more and more òvalue addedó to the educational experi-

ence as its quality keeps increasing. This is another huge resource for the 

Kingdom of God. 
 

GOD HAS SOME GREAT THINGS IN MIND FOR BETHANY  

I have this overwhelming sense that God has some mind-boggling things in 

mind for many people in Vacaville through Bethany. Iõm seeing the envisioning 

process open eyes and hearts to what God wants to accomplish here. Iõm 

experiencing people asking tough questions like:  òWhat are we doing for the 

community around us?ó; òHow do I need to change to be what God wants us 

to be here?ó; òWhat do we need to stop doing so that we have time, energy 

and money to get Godõs things done?ó I am also finding lots of servant leaders 

who for whatever reason have been under the surface. They are starting to 

rise up, and doing some things in new and fresh ways. The young and the old; 

the old guard and the new guard combining in a symphony of grace-filled min-

istry!  
 Some things to think about, Pastor Ted 
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Senior High Youth High School thru College 

446-4562 or hjhesterman@aol.com Youth Ministries 
Hew Hesterman  

Coming Up:  
 
During the weekend of January 25-27th, approximately eight members 
lc Abqe^kv¤p pbsbkqe do^ab `lkcfoj^qflk `i^pp tfii _b m^oqf`fm^qfkd fk ^ 
special confirmation-program and retreat at Mt. Cross; the Lutheran 
retreat center located in the Santa Cruz Mountains. I personally retain 
many wonderful memories from the various Mt Cross retreats and 
tloh m^oqfbp qe^q jv `ero`e¤p vlrqe dolrm m^oqf`fm^qba fk arofkd qeb 

6/¤p+ ^ka qebpb mlpfqfsb bumbofbk`bp objfka jb ql bk`lro^db lqebop ql mboflaf`^iiv bp`^mb qeb olr,
qfkb lc a^fiv ifsfkd ^ka pmbka pljb nr^ifqv qfjb ql _bqqbo rkabopq^ka Fla¤p tloa- Seb qfjb pmbkq 
becomes even more meaningful when you can share it with fellow believers, and in a peaceful 
mi^`b qe^q pl tbii buef_fqp Fla¤p ^j^wfkd e^kaftloh- 

 
The Senior High Youth are 
busily preparing for their 
second annual Valentines 
Dinner. Last year we all 
had so much fun, we de-
cided to do it again by pre-
paring an evening of fine 
dining and entertainment 
oriented especially for Val-
entines and their loved 
ones. Last year we served 
52 guests and this year we 
think we can handle a few 
moreé_rq alk¤q t^fq ql 
buy your ticketséat $15 
b^`e qebv¤ob pbiifkd lrq 
fast!   
 
Tickets are available in the 
Fellowship Hall after each 

service. The dinner is scheduled for 5:00 - 7:00 pm on February 10th+ qeb Rrka^v _bclob U^ibkqfkb¤p 
Day. This happens to be the same day as the Congregational Meeting where the congregation will 
consider draft mission and vision statements that will be proposed to help guide the  
congregation through the next 5-10+ years of ministry and outreach to our commu-
nity. Just imagine, if you come to both events, you could avoid cooking and dirty 
dishes all day long! 
 
 In His Peace, Hew   
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All children welcome!

All children welcome!

All children welcome!    

Classes for adults, too . . .

Classes for adults, too . . .

Classes for adults, too . . .    

Parish Education            Ray Goodson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5
th

 Grade Sunday School 

6
th

 Grade Sunday School 

Two of the many wonderful classes at 

Two of the many wonderful classes at 

Two of the many wonderful classes at    

Bethany every Sunday morning at 10 am!

Bethany every Sunday morning at 10 am!

Bethany every Sunday morning at 10 am!    

Sunday 
School at  
Bethany 
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Preschool Classes Ages 2 Years 9 Months through PreKindergarten 

Margaret Sanderson, Director 

Preschool Office 707 451-6678 

bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 

February Preschool Praises  
 

Our morning preschool classes and Early Kindergarten will be singing their 

praises to our Lord at the 11:15 am church Service on February 10 th . 

There will be a delicious reception afterwards, too, and we hope as many Beth-

any members as possible can attend this service and reception, and welcome our preschool fami-

lies. Some of our songs will be òLove In A Boxó and òPraise Him, Praise Himó. Itõs all about cele-

brating Christõs love for us, and sharing His love with others! 

 

Monday, February 11 th , we will be having a Parentsõ Night on Kindergarten 

Readiness. Please contact the Preschool office if you would like to attend.  

 

Preschool Priority Registration for Bethany members  takes place this month, 

and families with age eligible children will receive a letter around the 15 th  of February. IF YOU 

DO NOT RECEIVE A LETTER, PLEASE CONTACT THE PRESCHOOL OFFICE ASAP . Bethany 

members have until March 3 rd  to register their children, and after that, we will be registering 

our presently enrolled families and families from our waiting list.  

 

Special thanks to Rick Dwelle and Property Management  for the new heat-

ers in the education building. (And thank you Marcy and Dan Young for the 

donation of $1000  toward that expense.) Thanks to you, winter is a little 

warmer!  

 

Reminder:  The last Wednesday of each month, from 4:00 - 8:00 pm , we re-

ceive 10% of the proceeds from all who eat at the Burger King at 681 Elmira Road  during those 

hours (dine -in or drive -thru). The past three months, we have earned over $550.00 from this 

fundraiser!  

 

Please be sure to jot down these dates on your calendar:  

 

Monday, March 10 th, join us at Murilloõs on Monte Vista Ave. for a preschool dinner fund-

raiser. The Easter Bunny will be there, too, and our preschool photographer, Miss Christi, will be 

taking complimentary photos. Between the hours of 5:00 pm and 8:00 pm, we 

will receive 20% of the proceeds from all who enjoy a meal of delicious Mexi-

can cuisine. We really appreciate your support!  

 

Saturday, April 12 th , we will be having a fun -filled Family Carnival . Everyone 

is invited. Tickets will go on sale in March.  

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 
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Kindergarten through Eighth Grades & Extended Care School Office 707 451-6683 

bethanyschool@pacbell.net 

Elementary School News . . .  

 

Bethany Lutheran School  

1011 Ulatis Drive  

Vacaville  95687  

 Happy Christmas  
 

 Iõm, just going to get this out of the way now ñ I do NOT like Valen-

tineõs Day. I do not agree with the greeting card and floral industries creat-

ing all of this pressure on people to find unique and cute ways of expressing 

love, ways that are typically expensive and short-lived (kinda like the Edsel). 
 

How fortunate and blessed I am to have a wife who agrees with me 

and who, early in our relationship, put up with my lame attempts as I tried 

to satisfy what I thought were her expectations of Valentineõs Day. Yes, she 

likes flowers but prefers Gerbera daisies over roses any day of the week. 

Yes, she likes an occasional card but not the cheesy, gushy ones; she likes 

the funny ones, especially the ones with music or movie quotes that play 

when you open them. She likes chocolate but would prefer it in the form of 

a peanut butter cup that can be bought for 55¢ at the local grocery store. 
We donõt celebrate Valentineõs Day, obviously. Why not? Well, if my wifeõs 

love tank ainõt being filled every other day of the week to the point of which 

she is feeling loved on a daily basis, there ainõt nothinõ a box of chocolates 

and roses can do to fix that, regardless of what Forrest Gump says! 
 

Well, what do we, as Americans, typically do on Valentineõs Day? 

We give gifts to the person whom we love. Well, without the intention of 

sounding sacrilegious, Iõm sure God would say, òHappy Christmas!ó instead 

of òHappy Valentineõs Day!ó Have we too quickly forgotten the driving mo-

tivation of Jesus coming in the first place? òFor God so loved  the world 

that He gave His only begotten that whosoever believes in Him shall not 

perish but have everlasting life.ó  (John 3:16 - emphasis added by me) Now, 

THAT is a present worth buying. But wait, we canõt even do that! He loves 

us so much that He gives His gifts of love to us like a lover wanting to woo 

His beloved. 
 

Now think of how that gift of love plays out. God knew what we 

were going to do with His gift of love to us; yet He still gave it. Today, we 

would call that desperate and lonely. Well, yes, He is desperate for us to 

love Him, and He went it alone, because no one else could do it. 
 

Come to think of it, make sure you come to Lenten services to be 

reminded or to see it fresh with a new perspective. Share that new per-

spective with your beloved, your family and me. If love makes the world go 

ôround, letõs keep this puppy spinning, maybe even right off the axles. 
 

 Christy, I love you! Stephen, Ethan, Karlyn, Daddy loves yõall too! I 

can do that because as I often sing to yõall, òI love you because God loves 

 
Visit us on the web at www.gobethany.com 

you, and Iõll try to love 

you the way that God 

loves me, because the 

love of God is like the 

deep, blue sea; it covers 

you, and it covers me.ó 

Campus Tours 
 

Invitation to any 
and all Church 
Members from 

the Grade School 
to tour the  

Campus while 
School is in  

Session to see 
what we do here. 

 

Call Kris Schnei-
der at 451-6683 or 

email blsprinci-
pal@castles.com 
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Parenting by Heart 
 

Please join us for a parenting workshop exploring some of the 

myths and realities of being a good parent to your child. 
 

Parenting by Heart is a timely discussion of parenting strategies, tips 

and techniques on how to improve an existing good relationship with your child or how to make posi-

tive changes to a relationship that is not satisfactory. 
 

In this workshop, you will watch short videos that talk about concerns we all have about dealing with 

difficult behaviors, how to channel those behaviors in a positive manner and how being a good parent 

will help you to have great kids. There will be interactive dialogue between fellow parents where you 

may come away with new ideas on how to discipline your child with a loving, yet firm heart. 
     

When signing up for this workshop, please be aware it is a three evening commitment.  
 

Time:  All workshops will be from 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m.  

Location: Room B-8 in Fellowship Hall (enter through Preschool Office door) 

Dates: Tuesday, February 19  Lesson 1 - How to Really Love Your Child  

Tuesday, February 26 Lesson 2 - The Key to Discipline   

  Thursday, March 6  Lesson 3 - Power Struggles 

Lesson 4 - A Lasting Legacy 
 

These workshops will be facilitated by Pam Huseman, one of our 4-year old class teachers. Space is 

limited, so register soon. 
  

Sorry, we are unable to provide child care for this parenting workshop. 
 

To register please return the form below to the preschool office by February 8, 2008. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- 

 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Childôs name__________________________   Childôs Teacher_________________________ 
 

Phone __________________________   E-mail _____________________________________ 
 

 

I understand I am registering to attend all three Parenting by Heart workshops. 
 

 

 
Signature        Date 

Signature        Date 
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