
 

Bethany Breezes 
Bethany Lutheran Church and Schools  

Lutheran ChurchñMissouri Synod 

621 South Orchard Avenue 

Vacaville, California  95688 

Phone:  (707) 451-6675   Fax:  (707) 451-1740 Email:  bethanychurch@pacbell.net 

                                     www.bethanylutheranvv.org 

 

Inside this issue:  

August  2010  Bethany Lutheran nurtures in each person an active, personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Pastorõs Page 2 

Rummage Sale 3 

Life Management 4 

Preschool 5 

Worship Servers 6 

August Calendar 7 

Synodõs 64th 

Regular  

Convention 

8 

Continued 9 

Continued 10 

From the  

President 

11 

Statistical Report 12 

Merciful Service 

Ministries 

13 

August Birthdays 14 

Sunday School 15 

Womenõs Page 16 

MAT Report 17 

Holy Humor 18 

Church Services  19 

Volunteer of the Month Award 
 

Nominations are to be received by the 10th of 

the month to be considered by the staff. 

 

*Someone always willing to help 

*Someone who always greets you with a                     

 smile 

*Someone who goes beyond the task at 

 hand 

*Someone who uses their gifts & talents 

*Someone who has a positive outlook & attitude 

*Someone who regularly worships & participates in activities 

Nomination forms will be available in hard copy & on the web site  
www.bethanylutheranvv.org  and must be completely filled out to be considered. 
The recipient will be recognized in the Bethany Breezes, a pictorial poster, and in 
worship and/or school. 

Faithful Servant of the Year Award 
 

Nominations are to be received by the 30th of December to be considered by the staff &   

select leaders of the church/school.  The recipient will receive a special Faithful Servant of 

the Year Award. 

*Someone always willing to help & offers 

 to help without being asked 

*Someone who always greets you with a smile 

*Someone who goes beyond the task at hand, 

 giving more of themselves than asked 

*Someone who uses their gifts & talents to the 

 glory of God to further Bethany Lutheran 

 Ministries 

*Someone who has a positive outlook & atti-

 tude & encourages others either in mentoring 

 or equipping them for service to the Lord 

*Someone who regularly worships, is in Bible 

 Study, & participates in activities 
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Ministry Team Chairperson 
 

Ministerial Adv. ..... ééJerry Miller 

School Advisoryé.Laura Provencher 

Merciful Services.é.Lynn Holbrook 
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Fellowship ...................... Patty Pratt 

Parish Education .... Frank Primrose 

Properties .................... Rick Dwelle 

Life Management .......... Don Fortin 

Youth .................... Hew Hesterman 

Debby and I attended the 150th Anniversary of St. 
Johnõs Lutheran Church in Hannibal, MO. in June. 
What a joy it was to see people with whom I have 
had the privilege to shepherd as their pastor from 
1974-1983. Reminiscing old times and sharing what 
was happening to them and their families was 
among many of the conversations. The celebration 
was uplifting and filled with joy in glorifying God for 
the bountiful blessings He bestowed over the past 
150 years of ministry in Hannibal and surrounding 
communities. 
 

Bethany has existed for 57 years, having her      
origination July 27, 1953. God is blessing Bethany as He has in the past and we 
have much for which to be thankful. Through the good and even the difficult 
times Godõs Spirit has continued to provide Word and Sacrament ministry to 
Godõs people with the assurance of forgiveness of sins, the joy of salvation, and 
the eternal promise of life with God forever. 
 

The gathering of Godõs people in worship, Bible study, fellowship, life          
management, Christian education, merciful service, and outreach are the   
major emphasis of Bethanyõs existence following the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20). Just as the early Christians devoted themselves to the 
apostlesõ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread (communion) 
and to prayer (Acts 2:42),  they came together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 
 

We have the same opportunity today. God has given us this ministry at    
Bethany for the furtherance of His òkingdomó to His glory. Our mission is to 
nurture in each person an active, personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We 
carry this out through worship, Bible study, fellowship, merciful service, and in 
our outreach efforts. However, if we do not avail ourselves of these               
opportunities, we are depriving ourselves of the means of grace God gives 
through His Church. There is no other place God has chosen except the Church 
to give His blessings of forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. When a person 
stays away from the spiritual blessing God gives through His Church in Word 
and Sacraments, then that person denies the very truth of Godõs word and  
denies Christ and is not a disciple of Him. 
 

Celebrating with fellow Christians across the nation and even across the world 
as being one in Christ is a joy-filled experience. Celebrating milestone           
anniversaries is very exciting and fun, but we donõt have to wait for such    
celebrations. These celebrations are every week when fellow members come 
together to worship, study Godõs Word and fellowship with one another. 
Reaching out to others in service and inviting others to join with you are      
important aspects of nurturing in each person an active, personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 
 

I look forward to continuing to share with you in this awesome and joyful   
ministry God has given us here at Bethany. I lift you up in prayer and thank 
God for allowing me to be your pastor. Debby and I are blessed by you and we 
pray we are a blessing to you as we love the Lord and serve Him with gladness. 
 

God Bless! 
Pastor Vern 
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September 10ð11th 
 

Need help?  Call 451-4559 
 

We can unpack your ñtreasuresò for youðreach 
those hard-to-reach places, or pick up those bigger 
items. 
 

Proceeds go towards new carpeting in the Sanctuary. 

Bethany Lutheran Ministriesô 
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August Stewardship Question 

Don Fortin, Life Management 
 

 

 

 

In Luke, Chapter 10, we find that the victim of thieves lay in the roadside bleeding, naked and 

dying.   Here is the story as your grandparents read it in the King James Version: 
 

Jesus answered the question, who is my brother, by saying: ñA certain man went down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded 

him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  And by chance there came down a certain priest that 

way.  And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  And likewise a Levite, when he 

was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.  But a certain     

Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was:  and when he saw him, he had compassion on 

him, and he went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his 

own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  And on the morrow when he   

departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of 

him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.  Which now of 

these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?ò 
 

Has this changed in itôs meaning since your grandparents read this wonderful story? 
 

Have you also been in that poor manôs same spot?  Not bleeding or left naked or dyingðbut 

perhaps disowned by those you love?  Have you been to the financial entities seeking only a 

loan to stem the bleeding of your familiesô money needs?  Were you ever helpless to defend 

your loved oneôs needs?  Have you ever stood in the unemployment line waiting your turn?  

Have you been at a bedside grieving for a hurt friend or loved one, feeling powerless to help 

their suffering?   
 

God has said in Hosea 6:6:  ñFor I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God.ò  

God hears our prayers while we are only thinking of the words to say; and while we are yet 

speaking, He is already answering.  Are you a Good Samaritan?  Have you recently given ña 

cup of cold waterò to a thirsty person?  Did you do it in Jesusô Name? Let us find courage to 

do our part to glorify God. 

 Confirmation Orientation  

August 25 & 7pm  

in the Sanctuary  

All 7th and 8th graders  

and their parents are invited.  
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Ages 2 Years 9 Months through Early Kindergarten 

Office 707 451-6678; bethanypreschool@pacbell.net 
Bethany Lutheran Preschool 

Margaret Sanderson, Director  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wonder of Science is how we spent the summer at preschool. The chil-

dren learned all about predictions, observation, and how God gives us a world 

to explore. All things come from Jesus. So God created é..Every living and 

moving thing. Genesis 1:21. They experimented with water, air, colors, solids, 

and liquids to name a few.  We ended summer school with a visit from our 

own òMad Scientist ó Miss Brenda . (PS/EC Teacher at our full time center)  
 

Looking Ahead: 
 

 *  August will find us preparing for our new school year!  

 *  On Sept. 2nd we will host an Open House for our children and parents. 

 * Our school year begins Sept. 7 

 

 

 

 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanylutheranpreschool.com 
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